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Dear Friends, 
 

With Dry January and Veganuary well behind us, we can still look forward 
to more campaigns which play with the name of the month. With 
Movember well established, perhaps the same will soon be true of 
Steptember and Socktober. Love or loathe it, linking causes with a time of 
the year seems an increasing trend among campaigning organisations. It 
can hardly be said to be a new idea. On 22 February we embarked on an 
extremely ancient linkage of time and behaviour. Even in a secular age, 
many of us will still consider what we might give up for Lent. 
 

As modern campaigns emphasise, there 
are benefits for changing our lifestyle. It 
is also not a bad idea to break free from 
some of those things that otherwise 
control us, if only to prove that they 
don’t! For all this, Lent and some other 
'change your lifestyle’ seasons can still 
seem rather negative, (stressing what 
we ought not do, rather than what, 
positively, we can do). 

 
As it happens, Lent, at least, doesn’t have to be this way. In fact, 
Christians of all traditions tend to see Lent these days as a time to do stuff 
– be it to read, to act, to pray or to join special groups; all in an effort to 
improve their spiritual lives and get closer to God. Other goals we might  
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set ourselves do not have to be about giving up either. ‘Steptember’ is 
about attempting to walk 10,000 steps a day for a month; Lent could be 
about doing something similarly positive – being a more courteous driver 
or being a better friend or neighbour, for example. But with all these 
things, the ultimate aim, is that we will change, not just for a season, but 
for life. 
 
Revd Stephen Wright 
 
 
 
 
Lent Course 
 
A reminder about the Lenten group which meets every Wednesday during 
Lent. We gather for soup at the Pastoral Centre at 12.30pm and share in 
fellowship, then start our study at approximately 1.00pm. You are most 
welcome to join us for one or more of the sessions. We will be looking at 
The Lord’s Prayer.   
 

Stephen 
 
 
 

The Wednesday Group 
Formerly the Ladies Group  
 
8 March  Twelve Stations on 

God’s Tube Map 
               Revd David Muskett

  
22 March Desert Island Discs 
      Deacon Christine Walters     
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Special Days in March 
 
3 March  Women’s World Day of Prayer 
 
19 March  Mothering Sunday   
 
Mothering Sunday and Mother’s Day  
 
During the 16th century, people in the UK used to return 
on the fourth Sunday in Lent to their ‘mother church’ – the 
main church or cathedral of the area. This was either the church where 
you were baptised, or the local parish church, or more often the nearest 
cathedral. Anyone who did this was commonly said to have gone ‘a-
mothering’, although whether this term preceded the observance of 
Mothering Sunday is unclear. 
 

In later times, ‘Mothering Sunday’ became a day when domestic servants 
were given a day off to visit their mother church, usually with their own 
mothers and other family members. It was often the only time that whole 
families could gather together. Children and young people who were given 
a day off on that date so they could visit their families would pick wild 
flowers along the way to place in the church or give to their mothers. 
Eventually, the religious tradition evolved into the Mothering Sunday 
secular tradition of giving gifts to mothers. By the 1920s the custom of 
keeping Mothering Sunday had tended to lapse in most of Europe. 
 

Early in the 20th century, Anna Jarvis in the United States held a 
memorial to honour her own mother and all mothers at Andrews Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Grafton, West Virginia. This event marked the first 
official observance of Mother’s Day. In 1914, US President Woodrow 
Wilson made a proclamation establishing the second Sunday of May as the 
official date in the US for the observance of a national day to celebrate 
mothers. 
 

Inspired by Anna Jarvis’s efforts, Constance Adelaide Smith, who wrote 
under the pen-name Constance Penswick-Smith, created the Mothering 
Sunday Movement in the UK, and in 1921 published a book asking for the 
revival of the festival. Its widescale revival resulted from the influence of 
American and Canadian soldiers serving abroad during World War II, and 
the original traditions were merged with the newly imported traditions and 
celebrated in the wider Catholic and secular society. UK retailers saw the 
commercial opportunity in the holiday and relentlessly promoted it; by the 
1950s, it was celebrated across all the UK. 
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People from Ireland and the UK started celebrating Mother's Day on the 
same day that Mothering Sunday was celebrated – the fourth Sunday in 
Lent. The two celebrations have now been mixed up, and many people 
think that they are the same thing. Other countries in the world 
celebrate Mother’s Day in May rather than ‘Mothering Sunday’; in 
Australia, for example, Mother’s Day has a very high profile, with many 
expensive gifts being given. More recently there has been an emphasis on 
Mother’s Day events that aim to raise funds for charitable or non-profit 
causes. 
Adapted from Wikipedia and the website fromyoutome.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Church Services in March 
 

5 March        10.00am   Café Church 

    led by Revd Stephen Wright 
    including the General Church Meeting 
    and followed by lunch 
 

 6.30pm  Holy Communion at St James’  
to which we are invited 
    

12 March       10.00am   Morning Worship 

      led by Revd Canon Richard Atkins-Greig 
 

           6.30pm  Reflective Evening Service  
led by Deacon Stephen Richardson 

 
19 March      10.00am    Mothering Sunday Service 
    and Holy Communion 
    led by Revd Stephen Wright 

     
  6.30pm  Evensong at St Thomas, Warblington  

to which we are invited 
 
26 March     10.00am Morning Worship 

led by Deacon Stephen Richardson 
 

 

Richard Atkins-Greig is a supernumerary minister and radio presenter 
from Southampton 
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Remembering John Vickers by Amy Senior 

 
Geoffrey had previously been in touch with 
John in Bognor Regis regarding books he had 
written, so it was a surprise to both of us that 
the Vickers had relocated to Emsworth when 
we were about to retire there also. We were 
awaiting the arrival of the removal van with all 
our goods when the doorbell announced our 
first visitors – the Vickers. They made us feel 
welcome and the friendship lasted for nearly 29 
years. John was about to leave the next day for 
America, hence the urgency to meet us. Both 
John and Vivienne visited different parts of the 
USA over many years, where John’s expert 
knowledge of John Wesley was much 
appreciated. 
 

John was soon integrated into the congregation 
of Emsworth Methodist Church and became a rich part of its life. He 
attended church regularly and joined the Wesley Guild, and spoke of John 
Wesley at both Guild and Ladies Group. 
 

At the same time Win Field started the Waterside Community which met at 
the United Reformed Church, and John became much involved. There was 
a regular prayer meeting, Bible studies and a variety of gifted speakers on 
various topics. A highlight was breakfast every Wednesday, at which 
home-made porridge was popular. John and Vivienne took on the role of 
porridge makers, and their contribution was much appreciated. All these 
activities were ecumenical, and the breakfast ended up at the Pastoral 
Centre. These were good years, but sadly they came to an end. 
 

John was very interested in music, and I went with him on several 
occasions to hear the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra when they were 
playing at Fareham. John always liked to attend the half-hour lecture 
before each performance. He was also very interested in the choice of a 
new organ for our church when the old one was past its best; he enjoyed 
Alan’s playing very much. He also enjoyed attending Betty Bruton’s 
Sunday afternoon concerts – they were a real treat for him. 
 

Another of John’s interests was poetry, and he enjoyed attending the 
Poetry Group’s meetings and contributing as long as he was able. 
 

John was the Editor of A Dictionary of Methodism in Britain and Ireland, 
and when he retired from editing the books, he maintained an interest in 
updating them online. John also organised the publication of a series of  
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books entitled People called Methodists, and he involved Geoffrey in 
writing several of them. 
 

Much more could be said of John’s achievements, but suffice to say he was 
a kindly man and a friend to all who knew him. We certainly valued his 
friendship, and when he was no longer able to read for himself, it was a 
pleasure for some of his friends to sit and read to him, even if it was only 
the Methodist Recorder, which was of great interest to him. 
 

John increasingly needed more care, and his son Stephen was a tower of 
strength to him. He catered for his every need until sadly John had to go 
into hospital, where he died after a few days with Stephen at his side. 
 

A suitable epitaph for John is:  
            ‘Well done, good and faithful servant.’ 
 
 

 

Resources from Methodist Women in Britain 

Looking for some Lent reflections? 
 
Methodist Women in Britain have produced seven reflections for the 
seven weeks of Lent. You can use these Lent reflections as they lead 
towards the Easter Offering 2023 service and its resources.  
 
Find the Lent reflections at the MWiB website. 
Find the Easter Offering 2023 resources here. 
 

 

 
East Meon Garden Club 
 

Peter Gregory will be speaking on Soils, Composts and Roots 
on Monday 6 March, at 7.15 for 7.30pm at East Meon Village Hall, 
Workhouse Lane, GU32 1PF. Visitors welcome – entry £2.00. 
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Bedding Plants 

Many of you will know I love my garden 
and growing things, so during the 
Spring and Summer months I hope to 
be able to offer a variety of bedding 
plants in return for a donation to my 
chosen charity, Guide Dogs for the 
Blind. I will let everyone know what is 
available and when through the 
Newsletter.     

Judy 
 
 

 The seedling by Path slopu  
 
 
 
 
Contributions for the Newsletter 
 
Thank you for sending your contributions for the Newsletter as early in 
the month as possible (please don’t wait for the ‘deadline’!) 
 
You can send your text in an email, with ‘For the <add month> Newsletter’ 
in the subject line. or as a Word attachment. Please don’t use any 
formatting in Word – eg of paragraphs – if you do, I have to take it all 
out again before putting the item into the Newsletter! Please just use a 
straightforward carriage return to separate the paragraphs, if needed. 
 
With thanks and best 
wishes, 
 
Jane   
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Stainer’s Crucifixion 
 
On the Wednesday of Holy Week, 5 April, at 7.30pm at Drayton Methodist/ 
URC United Church, singers from across the Circuit, including Emsworth, 
and from other local churches, will be performing John 
Stainer’s Crucifixion. 
 
Do come and hear this lovely work – and join in the singing of the 
congregational hymns. Admission is free, but donations will be invited for 
the Hampshire and IOW Air Ambulance Service. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Please send contributions for the April Newsletter to 
jane@janegregory.co.uk or newsletter@emsworthmethodischurch.org by 
Saturday 25 March. 
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From The Methodist News 
 
Together With Refugees 
A call for an end to hostilities against migrants 
 
Political leaders must ‘take a clear stand’ and condemn violence against 
asylum seekers, charities have said. 
 
The Revd Graham Thompson, President of the Methodist Conference, is 
one of over 100 signatories calling on the government to change the 
language they use when speaking about asylum seekers and look to fix the 
problems within the system itself. 
 
‘We urge politicians to stop using rhetoric that fuels such hatred, condemn 
this violence and start doing the real work.’   
 
 
 
Rosemary 
 
Rosemary Baker had a fall a couple of weeks ago. She subsequently had 
difficulty walking and was admitted to St Richard’s, and was kept in 
hospital for scans. She then had another ‘episode’ similar to the one she 
had in Church, and the decision has now been made to move her to a care 
home near to Richard and Sue. 
 
We shall miss Rosemary. She has been a member of our congregation 
since she and John joined us in the mid 1990s. She has given much 
service in Church and the Pastoral Centre over the years. 
 
Rosemary was a prominent and very able worker in her team when full 
lunches were served years ago; she has been a longstanding Pastoral 
Carer and until recently a representative on the Church Council, and a 
regular attender at Church. 
 
We wish Rosemary well, praying she will settle contentedly into her new 
environment. 
Our love and best wishes go with her and indeed with Richard and Sue. 
 
        Alison 
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Christians Together in Emsworth – Easter Activities 
 
7 April 2023 – Good Friday Walk of Witness starting at Waterside URC  
at 10.30am. We will be following the same short route as last year and 
afterwards Dot, Gillian and I will be serving drinks and hot cross buns  
in the Pastoral Centre. 
 

8 April 2023 – Easter Saturday Eggstravaganza for children in St James’ 
Church garden from 10.00am – 12 noon. 
 

9 April 2023 – Easter Sunday Sunrise Service on the foreshore at the end 
of Warblington Road starting at 6.00am. 

Sue D 
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A Lenten Prayer: 
 

Gracious God, help us to accompany Jesus during this time of Lent.  
May we better understand his pain and agony; his trust in you the Father, 
midst doubt and tears; and the feelings of the disciples, as they lived 
through this time.  
This walk with Jesus brings us to the Resurrection, but before the glory we 
must work with the pain. 
So, bless us Lord, that with you we may discover again, something of the 
pain and then the glory of the resurrection. Amen 
 
We pray for: people coping with ill health; all who care for people at 
home, in care homes or hospital; all who mourn the loss of loved ones.  
All who staff food banks, all who give the food and money; all volunteers 
in whatever capacity. 
People who are vulnerable because they have no one to care for them; the 
elderly, and families unable to pay their bills; all who live on their own; 
that compassion and care shown during the pandemic, may burst into life 
again. 
 
Pray for: all refugees and asylum seekers; the Middle East and places on 
the Horn of Africa involved in war and facing starvation. Those injured or 
bereaved because of earthquakes; those in other areas of the world, hit by 
natural disasters including flooding. The leaders of the world, that they will 
work for peace and justice. 
 
For ourselves: when days are dark – we will seek your Light; when we 
are overwhelmed with the problems of the world – help us to know your 
peace and give us the gift of laughter.   Amen 
 
 
 
We have a small Prayer Chain working within the church. If you, or 
anyone you know, is in need of prayer, please do contact Chris Walters on 
01243 379254, or email c.walters5@homecall.co.uk 
 
 
 

 

Prayer Prompts 
 
You are invited to use the suggestions listed below in your prayer times 
 


