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Dear Friends, 
 

21 February is Shrove Tuesday! Before we get into a debate as to what 
you prefer on your pancakes – syrup, sugar, lemon (or maybe all three!) – 

in the past there would have been a great 
feast to use up supplies of fat, butter and 
eggs. These foods were forbidden during 
Lent. The idea was that people gave up 
certain foods for the period of Lent. The 
season of Lent (originally 36 days) was 
introduced by Pope Felix III in the fourth 
century as a time of penitence in 
preparation for the jubilation of Easter. 

Four days were added in 487, and the link made with the 40 days Jesus 
spent fasting and being tempted in the wilderness. 
 

In Western Christianity, Lent begins on Ash Wednesday. Traditionally 
ashes (today often made by burning the palm crosses that were blessed 
the previous Palm Sunday) were placed on the heads of believers as a sign 
of penitence using the words ‘Remember that you are dust and to dust you 
shall return. Turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ’. Sackcloth and 
ashes, confession and repentance – these for many sum up what Lent is 
all about. It’s a season that conjures up images of monks in hair shirts and 
ascetics mortifying the flesh; all very laudable, no doubt, but hardly the 
stuff of daily discipleship. Indeed, if it were, our commitment would swiftly 
start to fall away. Not that we underestimate the importance of confession,  
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or feel we’ve nothing to repent of – far from it – but such austere practices 
smack of another age and seem to emphasise works can somehow earn 
God’s forgiveness rather than receive it through grace.  
 

What place, then, does that leave for Lent today? Is it a relic of years gone 
by, having little if any place in modern society? Should we abandon its 
focus on contrition and penitence altogether, observing it instead simply as 
a time for prayer and reflection? Or to examine our lives, acknowledging 
where we are found wanting and taking steps to put things right?  
Every blessing, 
 

Deacon Stephen  
 
Dear Church family,  
 

Gillian and Stephen would like to express our thanks for all your kindness 
and love in our first few months with you. We are deeply touched by your 
prayers and support. At the time of reading, we will have moved into the 
Manse! The address is 10 Panton Close, Emsworth, PO10 7XW tel: 01243 
379639. (Our emails and mobile stay the same). In the Spring we will 
have ‘open house’ and invite you to see the Manse and share in fellowship 
together. We look forward to sharing our Christian journey with you all.  
Every blessing,  
 

Gillian and Stephen  
 
 
 
Christians Together in Emsworth (CTiE) – new secretary 
 
CTiE are an ecumenical committee consisting of representatives from the 
Emsworth churches working together to spread the Christian message. 
This includes production and distribution of the Christmas and Easter 
cards. The committee meets four times a year, and needs a secretary to 
issue papers and agendas and write minutes. 
 
This is a wonderful opportunity to serve the local community, without 
being overly committed to weekly/monthly meetings. If you are interested 
in this role, please contact the Chair of CTiE, Revd Andrew Sheard, at 
andrewf.sheard@btinternet.com 
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The Wednesday Group 
Formerly the Ladies Group  
 
8 February    Sights and Flowers 

on a Springtime 
Journey to South 
Africa 

 Peter and Jane 
Gregory 

 
 

22 February      The Driftwood Troubadours Entertain 
 David Mitchell and Gordon Charlesworth 
 
 
 

                      
From the Methodist News 
 
Methodist Church House Move 
 
At the start of this year, the Methodist Church said goodbye to Methodist 
Church House in Marylebone. 
 

The new building is currently 
undergoing a complete renovation, 
which is due to last between 12–18 
months. While this work is being 
done the church will share an office 
with our ecumenical friends, the 
Church of England, at Church House 
Westminster. 
 
The future address will be 25 
Tavistock Place, London WC1H 9SF. 
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fun and   

friendship   
 
Activity Mornings on Thursdays  
at 10.30am 
in International Hall 
 

Our programme for this month is: 
 
2 February  Knit and Natter 
 

9 February   Quiz 
 

16 February Table Games         
 

23 February Musical Moments 
         
Remember – not just for the ladies – gentlemen are very 
welcome too! 
 
 

 
Special Days in February 
 
12 February  Racial Justice Sunday (see pages 5 and 6) 
 
22 February  Ash Wednesday 
 
26 February  First Sunday in Lent 
 
Ash Wednesday is a holy day of prayer and fasting in many Western 
Christian denominations. It is preceded by Shrove Tuesday and falls on the 
first day of Lent. It is observed by Catholics in the Roman Rite, Lutherans, 
Moravians, Anglicans, Methodists, and Nazarenes, as well as by some 
churches in the Reformed tradition. 
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Racial Justice Sunday and the Methodist Church 
 
The Methodist Church has celebrated Racial Justice Sunday (RJS) since 
1989, on the second Sunday in September. Since September 1995 RJS has 
become an ecumenical event celebrated in Britain and Ireland. RJS moved 
to the second Sunday in February with effect from 2017, at the same time 
as Education Sunday was moved to the second Sunday in September 
because of its more logical connection with the start of the school year. 
This Sunday is an opportunity for all Christians to join together in: 
 

• Reflecting on the importance of racial justice 
• Thanksgiving for human diversity 
• Prayer for an end to misunderstanding, racism and injustice 
• Action that truly makes a difference 
• Fundraising for national and local racial justice initiatives 

   
 
Why celebrate Racial Justice Sunday? 
 

We believe that the universe was created by a loving God who chose to 
become a human being in Jesus Christ, who has redeemed the world and 
sent the Holy Spirit to enable us to love one another with God's love. All 
human beings are equally children of God and loved by God. Since none is 
outside the love of God, none should be outside our love either. 
 
We believe that the diversity of the human race was no mistake on God's 
part. God deliberately created variety within the human family and wants 
us to take as much delight in that variety as God does. 
 
But racism persists in Britain and Ireland. At its most obvious and brutal, it 
takes the form of physical attacks, which sometimes end in murder. But it 
takes many other forms as well, such as discrimination within the police 
force, popular prejudice against Travellers or people seeking asylum, or 
reluctance to accept people of a different ethnic or cultural group as 
neighbours. Even within churches, people can face discrimination and 
unkindness because they are different from the majority in a particular 
community. 
  
As long as this continues, we believe that it is important to make time to 
give thanks for our diversity and to pray for God's help in overcoming our 
prejudices and the injustices that reflect and reinforce them. 
 

Churches Together in Britain and Ireland 
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A Collect for Racial Justice Sunday 
 
Merciful God, 
you are righteous and love justice; 
stir the hearts of your people that, 
rejoicing in our diversity, 
we may repent of the wrongs of the past, 
and, by your grace, seek the peaceable kingdom of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and ever. 



7 
 

 
A Thank You from Judy 
 
My sincere thanks to all who contributed to my very generous gift on my 
‘retirement’ from leading the Ladies Group. I have said previously that I 
have thoroughly enjoyed the experience, and my good wishes go to the 
Wednesday Group under Gill Cooper’s leadership. 
          Judy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                                                                                        
Church Services in February 
 
5 February       10.00am   Café Church 

       led by Deacon Stephen Richardson 
    

      6.30pm  Taizé Service for Candlemas at St James’  
to which we are invited 

         
12 February      10.00am  Morning Worship 

led by Mrs Trish Chiwera 
 

            6.30pm   Reflective Evening Service  
 led by Deacon Stephen Richardson  

     
 

19 February      10.00am Service of Holy Communion 
    led by Revd Stephen Wright  
         

     6.30pm Evensong at St Thomas à Becket 
    to which we are invited 

 
 

26 February     10.00am   Morning Worship 
       led by Deacon Stephen Richardson 
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Christians Together in Emsworth – Easter Card Art 
Competition for Adults  
 
CTiE are organising a competition for adults to produce a picture with a 
Christian Easter theme for the cover of our Easter card. The competition 
is open to all adults, whether or not they are connected to our local 
churches, and cards with the winner’s picture on the cover will be 
delivered to over 6,000 houses in and around Emsworth. 
 
The picture should be in an A4 landscape format that can be reduced to 
the A5 size card, and the finished work should be given to me or to Dot so 
that we can pass it on to the judges. Please ensure the name and address 
of the artist accompanies each picture so that it can be returned. 
 
The competition will close on Sunday 12 February and judging will take 
place on the 14th, by a panel comprising a representative from each 
church. We also hope a local professional artist will agree to participate. 
We aim to display the entries in the Pastoral Centre before they are 
returned. 
 
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
          
        Sue D 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lilium longiflorum – the Easter Lily 
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Christians Together in Emsworth 
Meeting 10 January 2023  
 
Review of Christmas Cards – The competition for children for the design 
of the card had worked well, as had the display of entries around the 
churches, with some families visiting different churches to find their child’s 
entry. There had been a significant increase in the number of people 
volunteering to deliver cards. In future the delivery instructions will have a 
‘do not deliver before’ date included. 
 
Update on Christmas Activities – The turning on of the Christmas lights 
was well attended with the local schools present, but the sound quality 
was poor. Emsworth Baptist Church had set up hot drinks and mince pies 
outside the church for people walking back after the event, and a good 
many people took a copy of our CTiE Christmas card away with them. 
 
Update on Christmas Carols – All the churches held carol services or 
Christingle services which were generally well attended, as were other 
services over the Christmas period. 
 
Christmas lunch – The Baptist Church held a last-minute community 
lunch on Christmas Day; 30 people came with some non-church people 
volunteering as helpers. 
   
Update on Warm Welcome – No significant change had been seen by 
the churches offering this benefit, and it was agreed that the publicity had 
probably had little impact.  Our Chair (Revd Andrew Sheard) concluded 
there was a significant investment being made, but little demand, and if 
the afternoon venues closed there would still be a morning Warm Welcome 
in Emsworth at the Pastoral Centre.  In the circumstances it was agreed to 
close the afternoon Warm Welcome provision with effect from 27 January. 
 
Planning for Easter Cards – It was decided to run a competition for the 
cover design on the cards. Full details are given elsewhere in this 
Newsletter. 
 
Planning for Easter Activities – It was agreed that on Good Friday there 
would be the Walk of Witness, and the URC garden was offered as the 
place for the walk to start. It was also agreed that there would be a 
children’s/family activity over the weekend. Use of St James’ garden had 
worked well last year. 
 
Thy Kingdom Come (18–28 May) - Planning has yet to commence. 
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News from around the Churches 
 
Anglican – New members have been encouraging, and work with children 
and families has continued. The new Pioneer Minister, Bruce Watson, will 
be licenced at the service at 10.00am on Sunday 5 February. A Parish 
Away Weekend is planned for 6–8 October as part of ‘A year of 
discipleship, maturing in faith’. The Alpha Course will not run in the 
Autumn. 
 
Baptist - People new to the area have been attending.  On Saturday 
mornings members offer to pray with people outside the church. 
 
Methodist – Deacon Stephen Richardson is settling in well and has now 
moved to the manse. John Vickers passed away on Sunday 8 January. 
 
Roman Catholic – The Bishop has decided on a new 10-year plan that will 
result in a larger parish. Father Joe is now well established in the parish. 
 
URC – Two services are held each month. The Friday coffee morning is 
busy with new visitors. Tim Clarke, from URC Buckland, is visiting for a 
year consulting with Havant and Emsworth. 
 
Dates of future meetings 
AGM and Ordinary meetings – Thursday 11 May 2023 at 7.30pm in the 
Methodist Church. 
21 September 2023 – venue yet to be decided. 
          
         Sue D  
  
 
 
and now for something a little lighter… 
 

Groundhog Day – 2 February  
 

Groundhog Day takes place on 2 February every 
year. It shares a date (and even some traditions) 
with the festival of Candlemas. Groundhog Day is an 
annual tradition in the United States and Canada; it 
had its origins in an old Dutch belief that if a 
groundhog emerges from its burrow on this day and 
sees its shadow, it will be scared into staying in its 
hole for another six weeks of winter. If it's cloudy 
instead, so that the groundhog isn't frightened by its 
shadow, then spring will begin early! 
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A Recent Story from MHA 
 

 
As you are probably already aware, Methodist Homes, with over 75 years’ 
experience, is the largest care provider in the UK, dedicated to enabling 
older people to live later life well, through specialist care homes, 
retirement living and community groups. I have been looking at their 
website recently and came across this lovely story. 
 
In December, Marjorie, a resident at Lauriston in Hastings, was treated to 
a day full of surprises for her 106th birthday, with her nieces and nephews 
joining her for the day. Marjorie is an Elvis fan, so they organised a ‘tribute 
act’ who brought with him his Cadillac car, so Marjorie could travel in style 
on a trip to Rye, the town where she lived in her younger days. The home 
also organised an amazing bee-themed birthday party for her, because of 
her fascination for bees. Her birthday cake, of course, was yellow and 
black. She believes that her earlier passion for keeping bees and having a 
spoonful of honey a day, is the secret to her long life. The Manager says 
“She is a real joy, still very active, plays the piano, and is such a lovely 
person to have in the home. She has the energy of a 20-year-old and is 
already planning what she wants to do for her next birthday!” 
An example to us all?!                                                            

Dot                                                       
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Christian Aid 
 

The Working Party are trying some new events this year to raise much 
needed funds for Christian Aid.  The first is a Book Sale on Saturday 
4 February from 10.00am until noon. We will be serving coffee in the 
church and hope you’ll come and join us for a cup of coffee, a piece of 
cake and a browse through the books. If you wish to donate any preloved, 
saleable books, we would be happy to receive them. 
 

During Lent we’re asking you to join us in our 40p for 40 days challenge. 
You will recall we decided to do this a few years ago in place of ‘Count 
Your Blessings’, which was beginning to get a little complicated. We’ve 
suggested 40p per day, but would be grateful for any amount; some 
people used it as a chance to get rid of their loose change – it’s amazing 
how it soon adds up. Jars and labels will be available during February, and 
can be handed in at church or returned on Saturday 8 April, when we will 
be having another coffee morning. 
 

Thank you for your support. 
Gill Cooper, Margaret Sawyer and Marian Hughes 
 
 
 
Christmas Collection in aid of Action for Children  
 
The total raised was £659.75, which includes Gift 
Aid. Many thanks to all who contributed. 

 
In the 153 years since Action for Children was founded 
by Methodist minister the Revd Thomas Bowman 
Stephenson, their mission has been to secure safe and 
happy childhoods for all. 
 
Here are some of the ways in which Action for Children has made a 
difference during the last year: 
 

Tackling youth homelessness; 
Supporting transgender young people; 
Providing a confidential text service for young carers; 
The Early Years service Baby Steps; 
Boycott your Bed – live or online; 
Secret Santa. 
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In addition, supporters participate in a wide range of local charity sports 
events, and national events such as The London Marathon, The Great 
North Run, and Kiltwalk –a Scottish fundraising event that sees 
thousands of people walking for miles while wearing tartan and raising 
money for good causes. 
 
More information can be found on the Action for Children website, 
https://www.actionforchildren.org.uk 
 

Jane Gregory 
 
 
 
Lent Course 
 
We are holding a Lenten group which will meet every Wednesday during 
Lent. The suggestion is that we gather for soup at the Pastoral Centre at 
12.30pm and share in fellowship, with a view to start our study at 
approximately 1.00pm. You are most welcome to join us for one or more 
of the sessions. We will be looking at The Lord’s Prayer.   
 

Stephen 
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John Vickers and the Monthly NewsSheet 
 
John was the founding editor of Emsworth Methodist Church’s Monthly 
NewsSheet. In the 1990s both church and Pastoral Centre were 
increasingly busy with all kinds of events and meetings, as well as the 
complex pattern of Sunday Services and a variety of visiting preachers. We 
needed a printed publication for people to keep and refer to, alongside the 
weekly notices.  
 
To begin with, the Monthly NewsSheet (John’s title) contained information 
about our church, the Pastoral Centre and the local area. Each edition had 
a handy day-by-day calendar of the month, listing all events and services. 
Subsequently a reflective ‘Message from the Manse’ was included, and 
Chris’s ‘Prayer Prompts’.  
 
John, Don Smith and Alan Wren worked together on the NewsSheet during 
the early years. John was the perfect Editor-in-chief, being a published 
author, indexer and archivist with theological training. His aim was to 
communicate accurate information in a friendly way. He was also an eagle-
eyed proof-reader.   
 
In 2009 I joined the team. By then it was a well-oiled machine, with 
several regular contributors and publication dates fixed a year in advance. 
To begin with I was rather shy of John because of his professional 
reputation and his famously high standards. I wondered whether it would 
feel like going back to school. But I soon learned that he was an 
encouraging and appreciative team leader, and fortunately I was good 
enough to pass muster! We often had a laugh (and the occasional friendly 
disagreement) about the peculiarities of the English language. I valued and 
enjoyed our collaboration.   
 
Eventually the time came when John felt he needed to retire from the 
NewsSheet, and I was honoured that he handed his ‘baby’ over to me.   
 
The Monthly NewsSheet – by then in colour – continued to flourish until 
early 2020, when the pandemic caused churches to close. It evolved into 
the Newsletter, now in the capable and creative editorial hands of Jane. 
 

Diana Harris 
  
 
Special thanks to Diana for this informative tribute to John. We hope to 
include a further article about John in the March Newsletter. 
        Jane Gregory 
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John Vickers:  Service of Celebration, Thursday 9 February 
 

A Service of Celebration for the life of John Vickers will take place at 
2.15pm on Thursday 9 February, followed by refreshments in International 
Hall. A Zoom link will be available in due course. 
 

We are also welcome to attend a short committal service at The Oaks 
Crematorium at 4.45pm on Monday 6 February. 
 

John’s family have suggested that, in lieu of flowers, donations might be 
made to Christian Aid, or one of his other nominated charities, which can 
be found on the weblink below. Cheques made payable to the chosen 
charity can be sent to The Cooperative Funeralcare, 31 North Street, 
Emsworth, PO10 7DA, or donations can be made 
online at https://johnvickers.muchloved.com. 
 

If planning to attend, please either phone Hilary on 01243 379270 
(voicemail will take messages) or email celebratingjohn@vickers.me.uk. 

 
 

General Church Meeting Sunday 5 March 
 

Our Church Council has agreed that this year our annual General Church 
Meeting will be incorporated in our Sunday Worship. This will be our Café 
Church on 5 March, and will be followed by a buffet lunch.  

At our GCM we shall be appointing Church Stewards, and electing 
Representatives to Church Council, for the year to 30 April 2024. For some 
time now, we have had only two Church Stewards. David Sawyer, our 
Senior Steward, will be stepping down this year at the end of April, having 
served as a steward for seven years. We express our thanks to David for 
the enormous contribution he has made to the life of our church, and 
especially for having agreed to serve for an additional year to avoid both 
stewards stepping down at the same time.  

Please give prayerful consideration as to whether you are being called to 
serve as a Church Steward. 

Nominations for Church Stewards and Representatives to Church Council 
should be received in writing by Alan Hickox, Church Council Secretary, or 
by one of our ministers, by Sunday 26 February. 
 
 
 
Please send contributions for the March Newsletter to 
jane@janegregory.co.uk or newsletter@emsworthmethodischurch.org by 
Saturday 25 February.  
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The heavens are telling your glory, O God, the Earth your power, the sea 
your might and all the hosts of heaven proclaim your greatness; to you 
belong all honour, majesty and praise; both now and to the ages of ages.     
Liturgy of Saint James (5th century) 
 
Let us pray for: all in our Church Family who are ill, at home, in a 
nursing home or in hospital.  
Pray for people who are care givers: all medical and surgical staff, family 
care givers, and all who generously give of their time for others. 
‘Emsworth Good Neighbours’, volunteers helping elderly people in 
Emsworth to get to hospital appointments, etc;   
Those tending end of life care, chaplains at our local hospices and 
hospitals;  
all who in laboratories use their skills to push forward the knowledge of 
disease and healing. 
One person, known to us, who needs our prayers.  
 
Recall: some of the stories of war and suffering seen on our TV screens 
this week;  
places where there is extreme poverty, folk who do not have enough food 
or clothing to keep warm. 
All mothers who go without so that there is food for the children. 
Peacemakers instead of war makers – all over the world and all who work 
for justice and love. 
 
Holy God, may our hearts be warmed by your Spirit as we read your word 
and reflect upon it. May we be ready to answer your call and live lives that 
help other people to know that they can be saved to the uttermost. Amen.   
Graham Thompson, President, British Methodist Conference 2022–23 
 
 
 
We have a small Prayer Chain working within the church. If you, or 
anyone you know, is in need of prayer, please do contact Chris Walters on 
01243 379254, or email c.walters5@homecall.co.uk 

 

Prayer Prompts 
 
You are invited to use the suggestions listed below in your prayer times 
 


