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“The sun will rise over us from the heaven, to shine on those sitting in 
darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of 

peace” (Luke 1: 78–79) 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

The view from our Manse in Newlyn looked out over the busy fishing 
harbour and towards Penzance and Marizion. We were very blessed  
that every morning we could witness the sun rising – it was, on many 
occasions, a glorious sight. 
 

There’s something delightful about dawn. 
For me it speaks of new beginnings, a fresh 
start, a reset, another day full of promise 
and possibilities. I’m suggesting it's 
precisely thoughts like these that lie behind 
the words of Zechariah in Luke’s Gospel. 
 

The light which dawned in the life of Zechariah and Elizabeth, was to 
transform the future of Mary and Joseph and lit up the night sky on the 
night of the Saviour’s birth, and it continues to shine today. Then as now, 
there was one who would bring joy where there was sorrow, hope where 
there was despair, love where there was hatred, and peace where there 
was division; not just a fresh chapter in history, but also the possibility of  
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a similar renewal in every human life that can only be compared to the 
rising of the sun – a new dawn! 
 

As we journey through Advent and into the Christmas season, let us 
remember that this is what God offers you and me today, to anyone and 
everyone willing to turn to Christ; a fresh start, a new day, and though 
darkness may sometimes seem to threaten once again, this sun will never 
set, but go on shining for all eternity. 
 

The final chapter of the final book in the Bible, The Revelation to John, 
gives us a wonderful promise: the promise that the day will come when 
there is no more night, the day will come when there will be no need for 
light of a lamp, or the sun. For the Lord our God will forever be our eternal 
light and reign for ever and ever. 
 

Have a blessed Advent and a joyous Christmas, Deacon Stephen 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Church Services in December 
 

4 December    10.00am     Café Church 

      led by Revd Stephen Wright  
 

            
11 December   10.00am     Service of Holy Communion 
        led by Revd Stephen Wright 
 
 

             6.30pm    Reflective Evening Service  
  led by Deacon Stephen Richardson 
 
 

18 December     10.00am   Carol Service 
      led by Deacon Stephen Richardson 
 
 

24 December       9.00pm   Christmas Eve Service 
  of Holy Communion 
  led by Revd Stephen Wright 

 
 

25 December     10.00am   Christmas Day Service 

         led by Deacon Stephen Richardson 
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The Wednesday Group 
Formerly the Ladies Group  
Everyone is welcome at meetings, including gentlemen, members of other 
churches, and people in the community. 
 
14 December A Christmas Arrangement 

followed by Supper at 6.30pm  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A few words from Judy 

Encouraged by my husband and others, I accepted the offer to lead the 
Ladies Group more than ten years ago, after 
Sylvia Evans relinquished her leadership role. 
The whole experience of leading this group 
has been a privilege and a joy, but at this 
point in time I feel it is right to hand the 
baton to someone else. 

As with all things there have been highs and 
lows, but with confidence I can say more 
highs than lows. Covid and lockdown did not 
do us any favours, and it was so sad to see 
loyal members moving away to be closer to 
relatives and others suffering Covid 
symptoms and becoming less able and willing 
to participate in our meetings. 
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Our speakers over the years have 
educated us and given us a great deal of 
pleasure introducing us to their 
particular interests and skills. Apart from 
the speakers’ contribution to the Group, 
the ladies have shared many hours in 
each other’s company and have 
thoroughly enjoyed their time together.  

I would like to say a big thank you to all 
the committees over the years and all 
the members for their support. I pray 
that the Wednesday Group (as it is now) will have a real future in this 
church under new leadership, and I wish the Group every happiness  
and success.       Judy 

The photo shows ‘a friend of Judy’ 

        

From the Methodist News 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 

 
‘O little town of Bethlehem’ – Palestinian Christians, Reality, 
Challenges and Prospects 
  

The world turns to Bethlehem during Christmas, but they have a fairy-tale 
image of the little town. However, this is a real community with real 
challenges. 
This webinar gives an insight into the reality and challenges of Palestinians 
and Palestinian Christians in the Holy Land. 
Find out more and register your place here. 
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Action for Children – Christmas Collections 

There will be collections in aid of Action for Children at both the Christmas 
Eve and Christmas Day services. 
    

A safe and happy childhood 

Action for Children protects and 
supports children and young 
people, providing practical and 
emotional care and support, 
ensuring their voices are heard, 
and campaigning to bring lasting 
improvements to their lives. 
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News from the Pastoral Centre   
 
In November we observed Armistice Day with a two 
minutes’ silence, which was well received. 
 
The Centre is now open from 10am–1.00pm Monday 
to Friday. We have enrolled on the website 
www.warmwelcome.uk as part of a national 
campaign to offer a warm space to allow people  
to live with dignity. In fact, across Emsworth, Christians Together in 
Emsworth and the Council are providing warm space* during all weekdays; 
please see below to see what’s on offer in the Pastoral Centre, and do 
make this information known. 
 
For Advent and Christmas we are having a ‘Thought for the Day’ and a 
Memory Tree, so that people can write the name of a loved one and hang 
it on the tree. We will be using some of the publicity that The Methodist 
Church is making available for the season, and also a postcard entitled 
‘God is with us’, which asks three questions around the challenges of 2022 
that we have all faced. 
 

We are planning seasonal options for our 
food offering, and are grateful to Alan who 
will play for carols on Tuesday 20 
December.  
 
The Centre will be open on the evening of 
Friday 2 December for the switch-on of the 
traditional Emsworth Christmas lights. 

  
And finally, just to mention that the Pastoral Centre will be open until 
1.00pm on 23 December. It will be closed on December 26 and 27, 
reopening Wednesday–Friday normal hours, and for the New Year we 
begin again with normal opening times on Tuesday 3 January 2023.  
 
Adrian and Stephen  
 
*Warm space days and times  
 

Monday to Friday 
10.00am–1.00pm 
Until 31 March 2023 
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fun and   

friendship  
 
Thursday mornings  
at 10.30am    
  
in International Hall   
 
Our programme for this month is: 
 
December 1 Knit and Natter   
 

  8 Making Christmas Cards   
 

  15 Table Games 

   
22 Christmas Quiz 

 
Remember – not just for the ladies – gentlemen are 
very welcome too! 
 

 

 
The Wednesday Group (formerly the Ladies Group) – 
Update 
 
As from January 2023 Gill Cooper has agreed to lead this Group. She will 
be supported by her committee of six: Ruth Beechey, Maureen Prout, Amy 
Senior, Rosalie Wickhart, Marian Hughes and Mavis Maynard. Just a 

reminder that this Group is open to all, male and 
female, members of the other town churches 
and the community at large. 
 
A very warm welcome awaits you. 
 

                                              Judy 
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World Aids Day – Thursday 1 December 
 
World Aids Day is an opportunity for people worldwide to unite in the fight 
against HIV, to show support for people living with HIV, and to 
commemorate those who have died from an AIDS-related illness. Founded 
in 1988, World AIDS Day was the first ever global health day. 
 
Why is World AIDS Day Important? 
 
Over 105,000 people are living with HIV in the UK. Globally, there are an 
estimated 38 million people who have the virus. Despite the virus only 
being identified in 1984, more than 35 million people have died of HIV or 
AIDS related illnesses, making it one of the most destructive pandemics in 
history. 
 
Today, scientific advances have been made in HIV treatment, there are 
laws to protect people living with HIV and we understand so much more 
about the condition. Despite this, each year in the UK over 4,139 people 
are diagnosed with HIV, people do not know the facts about how to protect 
themselves and others, and stigma and discrimination remain a reality for 
many people living with the condition. 
 
World AIDS Day is important because it reminds the public and 
government that HIV has not gone away – there is still a vital need to 
raise money, increase awareness, fight prejudice and improve education. 
 
The red ribbon 
 
The idea came from the yellow ribbons tied on trees to show support for 
the US military fighting in the Gulf War. The elegant loop of the ribbon 
shape was easy to make and replicate. Traditional colours associated with 
the gay community, such as pink and rainbow stripes, were avoided to 
convey that HIV was relevant to everyone. Red was chosen for its 
boldness, and for its symbolic associations with passion, the heart and 
love. 
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Christian Aid Autumn Sale 
  
Thank you to all who supported our Autumn Sale; the total raised was 
£368.00, which was an amazing total. 
 
Our next event will be Carol Singing in the Square on Thursday 
15 December from 10am until noon. We would love you to join us; we 
need singers, and people to collect money. In exchange, the Pastoral 
Centre will provide you with a cup of coffee! 
  

Gill Cooper 
 

 
 
 
A very big THANK YOU … 
Thanks to the support and generosity of many of you, I have been 
able to send a donation to Blood Cancer UK for Leukaemia research 
for £500.    
An excellent result – thanks again.                Dot 
 
 
New Year’s Day 
Change of service time 
Please note that our New Year’s Day service will be at 11.00am. 
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‘No room at the inn’- Mary and Joseph were told as they reached 
Bethlehem. May our hearts and minds be open this Christmas, to learn 
even more of how to love and worship you Jesus, and know the cost of 
following you. There is room in the heart of God. Amen 
 
‘No room at the inn’: Jesus, help us better understand: the plight of 
refugees; all who have lost their homes and citizenship; all who take 
immense risks to get to a place of safety. May we, as your hands and feet 
on this planet, open our hearts to those who seek asylum. For there is 
room in the heart of God.  Amen 
 
‘No room at the inn’: may we live each day proclaiming the love of God, 
saying all are welcome. ‘There is room’ in the heart of God – whoever we 
are, paid for on the Cross by Jesus, the baby born in Bethlehem. Yes, 
there is room. Amen 
 
 
Pray for: Those on their own this Christmas; others struggling with 
the cost of living; those who wonder what Christmas is all about 
because they have not heard of Jesus. May they meet with him through 
our welcome, our open hearts.  
 
There was no peace in the Holy Land, when the Prince of Peace was 
born: bring to mind places in the world where there is no peace; families 
torn apart, unwilling to meet together. Christians unable to worship 
publicly; those persecuted for their faith; others who feel lost and 
lonely, that no one cares for them; all who mourn the loss of loved ones.  
 
 
 
 
 
We have a small Prayer Chain working within the church. If you, or 
anyone you know, is in need of prayer, please do contact Chris Walters on 
01243 379254, or email c.walters5@homecall.co.uk 
 
 

 

Prayer Prompts 
 
You are invited to use the suggestions listed below in your prayer times 
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Please send contributions for the January Newsletter to 
jane@janegregory.co.uk or newsletter@emsworthmethodischurch.org by 
Saturday 17 December. *Please note the earlier-than-usual date, which 
is due to the following Saturday being Christmas Eve. 
 
 
 
 
Welcome booklet 
 

Our new Welcome Booklet for visitors is now available; copies can be 
found in the display racks in the Church and Pastoral Centre. 
 

Thank you to Stephen, Stephen, Dot, Chris and Gill for your contributions, 
to David for photography, and to Adrian for printing and keeping the racks 
topped up.  

 

A warm welcome  
A guide to what goes on in  
the church on Sunday and 
throughout the week 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you very much to everyone who contributed items for the 
Newsletter this year, and to those who proofread, printed and 
distributed copies. 
Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas. 

The Editor 
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Nativity 
From The Très Riches Heures du Duc de Berry 


