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Remembering Wulfstan 
 

In the middle of January, the church remembers Saint Wulfstan. Given 
that he died close to a thousand years ago, it is not surprising if the name 
is unfamiliar. But at the beginning of a new year, his life is well worth 
celebrating.  
 
Wulfstan lived through turbulent 
times. In 1066 he was the Bishop 
of Worcester, and despite his links 
with the defeated Harold, was the 
only English Bishop to keep his post 
after the Battle of Hastings. In the 
decades that followed, Wulfstan 
rebuilt his cathedral and founded 
Malvern Priory. But his other 
contributions are more significant. 
He was particularly concerned with 
the welfare of the poorest. It's said 
he once invited a host of civic dignitaries to a banquet and then turned up 
with hundreds of poor people and insisted that the nobles serve them. But 
it is his opposition to slavery that endures. The English had long practised 
slavery; it was prominent in the city of Bristol, where those who could not 
pay their debts were sold into slavery in Ireland. Through Wulfstan’s  
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preaching over the course of many trips to Bristol, he convinced the slave 
traders to stop. His contribution to the ending of slavery in the city 
continues to be acknowledged – he is the patron saint of the anti-slavery 
movement. 
 
The contemporary image of the church is not always a flattering one, 
dominated by images of inquisition and intolerance. But as the example of 
Wulfstan illustrates, there is another story to be told. One which 
challenges believer and unbeliever alike, to reassess what we think we 
know about the church. 
 
Revd Stephen Wright 
  
Photograph on page 1 by Amanda Slater in Holy Trinity Church, Long 
Itchington, depicting St Wulfstan  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Church Services in January 
 
1 January       11.00am    Morning Worship 

     led by Dot Warren 
    

8 January       10.00am   Café Church 
       led by Margaret Sawyer 
 

             6.30pm   Reflective Evening Service  
 led by Revd Stephen Wright 
 

15 January      10.00am    Service of Holy Communion 
    Covenant Service 
              led by Revd Stephen Wright 

     
     6.30pm  Evensong at St Thomas, Warblington  

to which we are invited 
 

22 January      10.00am Morning Worship 
led by Mrs Wendy Corney 
 

29 January     10.00am    Morning Worship 
       led by Deacon Stephen Richardson 
   

    6.30pm Christians Together in Emsworth 
    United Service at the Baptist Church 
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Three Kings from Persian lands afar… 
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The Wednesday Group 
Formerly the Ladies Group  
 
11 January   Beetle Drive 
 
25 January   Stories from the Manse 
 

                     with Deacon Stephen Richardson   
 
 

You will have read in the December Newsletter that Judy is standing down 
as leader of the Wednesday group, formerly the Ladies Group. Judy has 
done an excellent job and been a very caring leader, but she feels this is 
the right time to step down. I have been asked to take over the group  
with the help and support of the committee and much encouragement 
from Judy. 
  
We meet on the second and fourth Wednesdays of the month, and during 
the summer months we try and do something a bit different. There is a £5 
subscription to cover the cost of speakers, and this is paid in January. The 
Spring programme is now available, and our first meeting of the new year 
will be a Beetle Drive on 11 January. The group is open to everyone in the 
Emsworth churches and the community at large, so why not come along 
and join us? 

Gill Cooper 
  

 
 
 
An Update on the Collection of Used Stamps 
  
We have been informed recently by the Leprosy Mission, that they will 
be discontinuing the collection of used stamps, in early 2023. 
  
“In the last couple of years, the value of stamps has greatly reduced, and 
sadly, it has got to the point where there is not really any money to be 
made in this area. So, it is with deep regret that we have made the tough 
decision to wind down the collection of stamps and collectibles.”    
        <contd p5>  
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So, all the stamps I currently have, and all those that come in over the 
Christmas period, will go to the Leprosy Mission in the new year, then this 
arrangement will stop. 
  
But there is good news!  I have discovered that the RNIB (Royal 
National Institute of Blind People) collect stamps for fundraising 
purposes, and their website looks very positive, so I hope they will be able 
to continue. This is the information they give: “We accept all stamps: new 
or used, foreign, first day covers, presentation packs and albums. Stamps 
are sold by weight and we raise £20 per kg, so it is a brilliant way to raise 
money”. 
    
Long may they continue, so that we can continue collecting stamps – a 
tradition that has gone on for decades in this church!                            
        Dot  
  
 
 

fun and   

friendship 
 
Thursday mornings 
at 10.30am 
in International Hall 
Our programme for this month is: 
 
5 January          Knit and Natter 
12 January        Naomi from Home Instead 
19 January        Memories of Teenage Years!  
                           Bring some photos! 
26 January        Bingo 

 
Remember – not just for the ladies –      
gentlemen are very welcome too! 
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Christians Together in Emsworth – Fifth Sunday 
Services 
 
The first of our Fifth Sunday Services since the pandemic will be held at 
the Baptist Church at 6.30pm on Sunday 29 January 2023. It will be good 
for the Emsworth churches to worship together once again, and we hope 
you will be able to join us.      

Sue D 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From the Methodist Diary 
 

Special Days in January 
 
Sunday 1 January is generally Covenant Sunday in the Methodist 
Church, but this year we will be having our Covenant Service on Sunday 
15 January. 
 
6 January  Epiphany 
 
18–25 January Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
    See page 8 
 
27 January  Holocaust Memorial Day       
    See page 7 
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Holocaust Memorial Day 
 
Holocaust Memorial Day Trust (HMDT) encourages remembrance in a 
world scarred by genocide. We promote and support Holocaust Memorial 
Day (HMD) – the international day on 27 January to remember the six 
million Jews murdered during the Holocaust, alongside the millions of other 
people killed under Nazi persecution of other groups and in genocides that 
followed in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur. 

27 January marks the anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, 
the largest Nazi death camp. 

Our world often feels fragile and vulnerable, and we cannot be complacent. 
Even in the UK, prejudice and the language of hatred must be challenged 
by us all. 

Together we bear witness for those who endured genocide, and honour the 
survivors and all those whose lives were changed beyond recognition. 
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From The Methodist News 

250th Anniversary of Amazing Grace  
Sunday 1 January 2023 

The Revd John Newton was a former slave trade captain who came to 
faith when God saved him from a shipwreck and who later, 
anonymously, supported William Wilberforce in his successful campaign 
to have Parliament declare the slave trade illegal.  
 
Newton, deeply moved by his own redemption, wrote the hymn Amazing 
Grace to accompany his New Year’s Day sermon in 1773 in Olney, 
Buckinghamshire. 
  

 
 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 18–25 January 
 
As we join with other Christians around the world for the Week of Prayer, 
we pray that our hearts will be open to see and hear the many ways in 
which racism continues to destroy lives, and to discern the steps we can 
take as individuals and communities to heal the hurts and build a better 
future for everyone. Christians Together in Britain and Ireland 
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Twelfth Night 
 

  
 
Twelfth Night is the Eve of Epiphany, Epiphany being 6 January. The 
early Christian Church had no festival of Christ's birth. Easter was its main 
festival and, besides that and Pentecost, it celebrated Epiphany (the 
showing of Christ to the world).  
 
Photograph: the Mary Rose Trust 
 
                                                                                        
 
 
Please send contributions for the February Newsletter to 
jane@janegregory.co.uk or newsletter@emsworthmethodischurch.org by 
Saturday 28 January. 
 
A happy New Year to everyone. 
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As we kneel before the baby in the manger, Jesus Christ, we are 
lost in wonder and praise. 
  
As we face a New Year, we give thanks to God for all his blessings. 

Lord, to whom shall we go for you have the words of eternal life?  
You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.  
You know everything and you know that we love you.      

Prayer based on the confessions of Peter the Apostle (1st century AD) 
 
We might pray for: those on their own facing the New Year, the lonely, 
teenagers caught up with problems of social media; people struggling 
with the cost of living, the hungry, the homeless, all organisations who 
help them; refugees, all who seek peace and justice; those wondering 
what Christmas, what life is all about – because they have not heard 
of Jesus.  
 
There was no peace in the Holy Land, when the Prince of Peace was born 
 
Bring to mind places in the world where there is no peace – Ukraine, 
Sudan, the Holy Land, Afghanistan. Families, communities torn apart, 
those unwilling to meet together; the Royal Family. Christians unable to 
worship publicly; those persecuted for their faith; others who feel lost 
and lonely, that no one cares for them; all who mourn the loss of loved 
ones. Those who are ill, with disease or unease, at home or in hospital; 
our local GPs, nurses and carers.         
 
 
 
We have a small Prayer Chain working within the church. If you, or 
anyone you know, is in need of prayer, please do contact Chris Walters on 
01243 379254, or email c.walters5@homecall.co.uk 
 
 

 

Prayer Prompts 
 
You are invited to use the suggestions listed below in your prayer times 
 


