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Some of you will have heard of the disc jockey (my namesake) Steve
Wright, and the end of his afternoon show on BBC Radio 2. It reminded me
of the 1990s, when (in between pastoral visits) I frequently listened to his
show on Radio 1. Between the music tracks, Steve Wright had a character
called Mr Angry who would phone in, get worked up about something and
finally, slam the phone down.
These days, it seems, there are lots of angry people. Is it because we have
a heightened sense of injustice? Or is it because we can vent our spleen
anonymously on social media? Or even because of poor role models?
Everyone has a theory. I suppose you could argue that it is ‘better out
than in’ and, of course, there is an anger that is perfectly legitimate, a
springboard for change. Unfortunately, and more commonly, it easily
descends into hate, abuse and even violence.
As with so many things, it’s easier to diagnose than change, and it can’t be
said that Christians have always set a good example. The famous reformer
Martin Luther, for example, used words to criticise his opponents that are,
now, frankly embarrassing. I guess we need to be more alert to the way
we speak, and attempt to control our temper. Certainly, Jesus seems to
have resisted hate-filled speech (Matthew 5:22).
Maybe we could also reflect on a model at the heart of our national life.
The House of Commons is often a fractious place, but abusive language is
not allowed and is regarded as unparliamentary. Anger must be channelled
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in a constructive and controlled way, using debate and discussion. In this
traditional convention, perhaps there is a clue to how to find a kinder,
more positive way of living out our lives.
Stephen

The Wednesday Group
Formerly the Ladies Group
Everyone is welcome at meetings, including gentlemen, members of other
churches, and people in the community.
9 November

The Struan
Strummers
Ukulele Group
With Richard Hales

23 November

Pilgrimage to
Oberammergau
With Margaret and David Sawyer

Jill Lowes
It has come to my notice that Jill Lowes has died. Jill has been a very keen
and loyal member of the Ladies Group for many years until illness
prevented her attending regularly. Although it was difficult for her to
come, she managed just a few meetings during the Spring Session, ably
supported by her husband Tony.
Jill was a quiet unassuming lady who enjoyed everything the Ladies Group
had to offer and contributed a great deal to its success. We shall miss Jill
and indeed have missed her during her periods of absence. We extend our
sincere sympathy to Tony and all the family, and continue to pray for them
all at this sad and difficult time.
Judy Emerson
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Church Services in November
6 November

10.00am

Café Church
led by Deacon Stephen Richardson

13 November

10.00am

Remembrance Sunday
6.30pm

Morning Worship
led by Andrew Wilcock
Reflective Evening Service
led by Revd Stephen Wright

20 November

10.00am

Service of Holy Communion
led by Revd Stephen Wright

27 November

10.00am

Morning Worship

Advent Sunday

led by John Smith
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fun and
friendship
Thursday mornings
at 10.30am
in International Hall
Our programme for this month is:
November 3

Knit and Natter

10

Beetle Drive

17

Table Games

24

My Favourite Song

Remember – not just for the ladies – gentlemen are
very welcome too!

Youth President
On the Sunday morning of 3Generate the Youth President, James Carver,
was on BBC Radio Nottingham with a pre-recorded interview to discuss
being the new Youth President, and living with neurodiverse conditions and
a stammer.
You can listen to the interview
online here from: 2hrs 51.

.
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Special days in November
1 November

All Saints’ Day

13 November

Remembrance Sunday

14–20 November

Inter Faith Week

20 November

Women Against Violence Sunday

27 November

Advent Sunday

Disasters Emergency Committee Pakistan Appeal
The collection is aid of this appeal raised £803.75.
Many thanks to everyone for their generous contributions.
Peter Gregory

From The Methodist News
Church at the Margins is partnering with Crucible to offer the six-session
online module On the Edge in Autumn 2022 and Spring 2023. On the
Edge offers a space to think about the dynamics of mission and ministry in
marginal urban and rural communities.
This is for anyone who wants to develop their thinking about nurturing
communities among people experiencing economic poverty, either as a
practitioner or as an advocate.
Methodists can get a free
ticket by using the
code: MARGINS2022.
You can find out more and
book here.
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Tom Gregory – Christmas
Concert
Those of you who have enjoyed Tom’s
playing from time to time at Café Church,
or danced to his band at a barn dance,
may be interested in a Christmas Concert
at Hanger Farm Arts Centre, Southampton,
on 20 December at 7.45pm.
Tom’s band Dust and Mischief will perform folk-infused carols, wassails and
winter songs ‘to drive the dark away’, and there will be guest appearances
by local step dancers.
For more information please see Jane, or to book tickets, see the Hanger
Farm website.

Christmas Fair at Portchester Methodist Church
There will be a Christmas Fair at Portchester Methodist Church on
Saturday 19 November, with stalls and a raffle. Tea, coffee and snacks will
be available.

Christian Aid

The Christian Aid Autumn Sale will take place on Saturday 5 November
between 10.00am and 12.30pm in International Hall.
Please come along and help us raise much-needed funds for Christian Aid.
Gill Cooper

MacMillan Coffee Morning

A huge thank you to all those who contributed to our Macmillan Coffee
Morning on 30 September. We successfully raised £493.03 (excluding gift
aid).
Adrian Baldwin
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Christians Together in Emsworth – Meeting 15
September 2022
Website Report – Stuart Thompson (Catholic Church) reported 350–400
monthly visits to our website, mainly to the Events page.
Emsworth Horticultural Show – Heather Powney (Baptist Church) said
the Lego had provided an activity for children and enabled our helpers to
talk to the parents. However, it was felt that there were not many visitors
and not enough people knew about CTiE. It was suggested that we could
involve New Life Church also St John’s Church next year, as well as having
an activity (e.g. hourly storytelling) which can be included in the
Programme and will attract people to our stall.
Christmas Cards – Paul Chapman (Anglican) reported that a new Area
Warden is required; this will involve distributing approximately 18 batches
of cards to 14 people. Other volunteers are also needed, so if you feel
able to help, please speak to either Sue or Dot who will be very pleased to
hear from you.
Christmas Activities – It was agreed to ask all congregation members to
hang a star in their window.
Christmas Carols – CTiE are not planning a separate activity, but our
Chair (Revd Andrew Sheard – Rector) hopes to be invited to participate in
the turning on of the Emsworth Christmas lights. Village Voices are singing
on The Quay on 17 December and Christian Aid will be singing in The
Square on a date to be confirmed.
Any Other Business – Fifth Sunday Services will be starting in January
2023 as follows:
29 January – Baptist
30 April – St James
30 July – URC
9 October – Methodist
Cost of Living Crisis – a small subgroup will be looking at the cost of
living crisis and what the churches can offer.
Her Majesty the Queen – pages for a Book of Condolence have been
circulated to the churches and are now being digitised via the Emsworth
Museum for a Town Record.
Dates of Future Meetings
Tuesday 10 January 2023 at URC
Wednesday 10 May 2023; location to be confirmed.
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Sue D

Dot’s Fundraising Event for Leukaemia Research
As many of you know, I have been fundraising for Leukaemia Research for
some years now. I have decided to do it rather differently this year.
Instead of having an ‘At Home’ event over several days, I will just have
one morning in International Hall.
So, a date for your diaries!
Wednesday 9 November

10.00am–1.00pm

in International Hall

As usual, there will be my fabric
creations – placemats, bags and
pictures – and plenty of
Courgette and Stem Ginger
conserve, and cookies. And
perhaps a few other things!?
Instead of a raffle, I am
planning to have a cake stall,
with donations from any of you
who are able to bake something. That would be lovely.
The Pastoral Centre will be open that morning, so people can have their
refreshments in there.
Many of you have been so loyal and generous in recent years and I look
forward to your support again this year – thank you all so much. And
please tell your friends!
Dot

Church at the Margins
In conjunction with the Methodist Church’s Learning Network, Eunice
Attwood will be speaking about Church at the Margins on 4 November from
10.00am, at St Andrew's Methodist Church, Basingstoke.
Eunice brings over twenty years’ experience of ordained diaconal ministry
among marginalised and vulnerable communities, where she has helped to
start and grow many fresh expressions of church.
All are welcome but there is also online access at
https://sdmc-web-01.azurewebsites.net/calendar/church-at-the-margins/
Please use this link to register for the event.
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Pastoral Carers
There will be a Pastoral Committee meeting
on Thursday 10 November at 2.30pm in
International Hall. It will be good to meet with
our two ministers, and to support each other
as a pastoral team.
Diana Harris

‘Warm Space’
As you will all be aware, the current cost of living, particularly with very
high fuel prices, is a real challenge to many people. The churches in
Emsworth are actively looking, in conjunction with the Council and other
local organisations, at how we might provide some ‘warm space’ for any
who might appreciate it, throughout the winter months. A small group of
CTiE reps met recently to look at the various options. Of course, a warm
and welcoming space is what the Pastoral Centre has been offering for
over four decades, and we are currently open every weekday morning, for
anyone and everyone to come in and find welcome and friendship. It is
hoped that the Baptist Church will open on Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays
from 1.00–4.00pm, and St James’ Parish Hall will open on Wednesdays
and Thursdays, also from 1.00–4.00pm, offering drinks and biscuits. The
Emsworth Catholic church premises are not suited to this, but their church
in Havant, in conjunction with Food Cycle, is already offering free hot
meals every Thursday at 6.30pm.
This whole venture, of course, will rely upon the availability of volunteers,
but they hope to be up and running by mid-November and continue
through the winter months. We are very aware that many of us in the
Methodist Church are already helping in the Pastoral Centre, and we don’t
want to put more pressure on people, but if you happen to have the odd
afternoon free and would like to help in some way, please have a word
with me or Deacon Stephen.
Publicity about these ‘warm spaces’ will obviously be key to the success of
it all. More information will be available quite soon – please look out for it,
and also pass it on to anyone you think might appreciate these
opportunities.
Dot
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Remembrance Sunday
A reflection by The Revd Janice Honey-Morgan
(Royal Navy chaplain)
The Grave of the Unknown Warrior
For me, the most poignant memorial for Remembrance is the Grave of the
Unknown Warrior. The story behind it is inspiring for chaplains, because an
army chaplain was the one who had the idea. The link below provides
information on how this came about.
I have met three people who have told me that they believe that the
Unknown Soldier is their grandfather and they have visited the grave to
pay their respects.
Detailed information on the Grave of the Unknown Warrior can be found on
the Westminster Abbey website: www.westminster-abbey. org/abbeycommemorations/commemorations/unknown-warrior

Donations for the New Life Campaign Foodbank

With the challenges of the rise in the cost of living, more and more
requests are being received by all the Food Banks. It would be good
therefore to remember families and individuals when we are doing our
shopping, and perhaps buy a few extra items to donate. Christmas is also
not that far away either, so some items of festive fare would be lovely –
but watch the dates! Thank you.
Dot
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The collection at the Harvest Festival Service raised £1009.75.
Thank you for your generous contributions.

Peter Gregory

Beat Surgeries in the Pastoral Centre
We had a very interesting and informative Wednesday evening recently,
with our Police Community Support Officer, Josh Scrivens. He told us that
he is planning to restart the ‘beat surgeries’ in the Pastoral Centre soon.
These give the opportunity for people to chat informally with Josh and his
colleagues, to share their concerns about what might be going on in our
area, and to be reassured to hear how the police are reacting, to keep our
neighbourhoods as safe as possible. The first of these sessions will be
on Thursday 3 November, from 10.00am. Please come along and
meet Josh!
Subsequent dates: 1 December 2022 26 January 2023 23 February 2023
23 March 2023 – all on Thursdays from 10.00am.

Youth President 2023
Congratulations to Thomas Hart who has been elected by 3Generate 2022
as the Youth President Designate.
Thomas, who is aged 17 and from the Lincolnshire District, will take over
as Youth President from September 2023.
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Prayer Prompts
You are invited to use the suggestions listed below in your prayer times

A Last Beatitude by Malcolm Guite.
‘A sonnet about the ones we overlook
but whom God knows and loves intimately.’
And blessèd are the ones we overlook;
the faithful servers on the coffee rota,
The ones who hold no candle, bell or book
but keep the books and tally up the quota,
The gentle souls who come to ‘do the flowers’,
the quiet ones who organise the fete,
Church sitters who give up their weekday hours,
door keepers who may open heaven’s gate.
God knows the depths that often go unspoken,
amongst the shy, the quiet and the kind,
Or the slow healing of a heart long broken
placing each flower so, for years mind.
Invisible on earth, without a voice,
in heaven, their angels glory and rejoice.
Possible prayer themes:
Friends and neighbours: facing illness, or frailty, as age seems to overcome
them. Those worried about the lack of stability in Government, those affected by
rising prices.
Our Church family: that the love and respect we have for each other may witness
to our life in Christ.
The community of Emsworth: Christians, all volunteers, the Food Bank, shop
keepers, nurses and doctors. The work of the Pastoral Centre.
The wider world: refugees, immigrants, all places where there is war, famine,
flooding, fires. Ukrainian people who have sought refuge in the UK, families who
have taken them in. Places/people mentioned in today’s news.

We have a small Prayer Chain working within the church. If you, or anyone you
know, is in need of prayer, please do contact Chris Walters on 01243 379254, or
email c.walters5@homecall.co.uk
Please send contributions for the December Newsletter to
jane@janegregory.co.uk or newsletter@emsworthmethodischurch.org by
Saturday 26 November.

12

