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Dear Friends,
On a very wet, dark morning I was awoken by the sound of a refuse
collection in progress on Nile Street. Peering through the window I
witnessed two council workers getting very wet as they went about their
work. Most people would not have noticed them, in the still small hours of
the night, and yet when we awoke, all was clean and tidy.
Tim was our street cleaner in Alderney; he would wheel the cart around
the cobbled streets often unnoticed, he would come across as a little
eccentric with his decorated cart and often wearing around his neck a
colourful garland. Very sadly and suddenly Tim died, the Vicar was on
holiday and the Bishop was carrying out the pastoral duties.
As we stood by the graveside what was most poignant was the thought
that Tim’s final journey was conducted by a Bishop of the Church of
England! Tim, a road sweeper, with very limited intellect, often the butt of
many jokes and innuendoes, was sent on his way in such a regal fashion.
Death is the equal of all equals, we come into this world with nothing
and we leave with nothing. 'Remember, that you are dust and to dust
you shall return.’
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I recall a dear family friend who moved rental accommodation on many
occasions and she would always say her gift was to leave the place better
than she found it. On our Christian pilgrimage, can that be said of us?
Our late beloved Queen Elizabeth exemplified the words found in the book
by the prophet Micah: ‘The Lord has told you what is good. He has told
you what he wants from you: Do what is right to other people. Love being
kind to others. And live humbly, trusting your God.’ (ICB)
For Tim that meant ensuring day after day that the Alderney streets would
be always clear of rubbish and that was part of his legacy. For our late
Queen it was the awesome responsibility and duty to nation; she did not
choose the life she was born into, but she did choose her commitments –
to faith, to the nation, to the Commonwealth and to the Crown
Dependencies.
Solid as a rock, in a world of ceaseless change. What is our legacy?
Give rest, O Christ, to thy servant with thy saints. God save the King.
Every blessing,
Deacon Stephen

Ladies Group
12 October

My work in the
community
with Police
Community Support Officer
Josh Scrivens

26 October

Picture this!
with Tony Chamberlain
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Church Services in October
2 October

10.00am

Café Church
led by Margaret Sawyer

6.30pm
9 October

16 October

10.00am

Holy Communion at St James’
to which we are invited
Morning Worship
led by Wendy Corney

6.30pm

Reflective Evening Service
led by Deacon Stephen Richardson

10.00am

Service of Holy Communion
led by Revd Stephen Wright

6.30pm

Evensong at Warblington
to which we are invited

23 October

10.00am

Morning Worship
led by Revd David Muskett

30 October

10.00am

Morning Worship
led by Milly Aquilina-Gray
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fun and
friendship
Thursday mornings
at 10.30am
in the Pastoral Centre
Our programme for this month is:
October

6

Knit and Natter

13

Musical Moments

20

Table Games

27

Memories of Childhood
– bring something to show

Remember – not just for the ladies – gentlemen are
very welcome too!

Stamps for The Leprosy Mission
Thank you to those of you who have been donating your used stamps.
There are obviously not so many these days, but The Leprosy Mission is
still very pleased to receive them, to help with their fundraising.
A little bit of information from TLM:
“It is hard to believe that used stamps can help transform lives – but every
year, money raised from stamps and collectables makes such a difference
to people affected by leprosy. It takes seconds to rescue a used stamp
from an envelope destined for the recycling bin but, by doing so, you can
bring hope and healing to some of the world's most marginalised people.
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We sort all the contributions which are then sold to raise money to help
the people we serve.”

However, could I please ask you to cut the
stamps off the envelopes, leaving a little
margin all round, rather than tearing them
off, which often damages the stamps, which
then cannot be used by TLM. Many thanks!
And in case you aren’t aware, TLM also
collect postcards (posted or unused), old
coins and banknotes, medals and
cigarette/tea cards. This may be an
opportunity to have a clear-out?
Please place your stamps and postcards in
the folder on the wall at the back of the
church. If you have any other items to
donate, please have a word with me.
Thank you for your ongoing support.
Dot

From the Methodist News

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II
The Revd Tony Miles, the superintendent of Methodist Central Hall
Westminster, talks about the life and legacy of Queen Elizabeth II for
all faiths.
Watch his reflection here.

5

There is Room is the

Methodist Church's 2022
Advent and Christmas
campaign. It seeks to
demonstrate the Methodist
Church as an open,
welcoming and inclusive
place for all.
Through the lens of a
Methodist Way of Life, it will
offer content relevant for
today’s world, aiming to
encourage and support
anyone who wants to find
out more about Christian
faith and the Methodist
Church.
Resources will include:
•

•

•
•
•
•
•

Posters and
invitation cards to
order, or as editable
pdfs to print your
own
A digital download
package of materials,
visuals, and other
assets to help
promote your
services and events online
A digital campaign encouraging people to discover more at their
local Methodist church
Stories from across the Methodist Church exploring how people are
making room for everyone
Related worship materials and service resources from Advent and
into Epiphany
'The Christmas Story' fold-out leaflet to give out at services and
events
A guide on how churches can make room during Christmas, building
on our work to be an inclusive Church, open to all

For further details, see the There is Room resources page.
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Special Sundays in October
9 October is Homeless Sunday
There are estimated to be nearly 2,700 rough sleepers per night in
England.
There has been 152% increase in rough sleepers since 2010.
Without faith and community projects like Housing Justice, the rough
sleeper count would be 40% higher.
Information about Housing Justice is
available at
https://housingjustice.org.uk

9 October is also Prisons
Sunday
Prisons Week is from 8–15 October
“For over forty years Prisons Week has prepared prayer literature for the
Christian community to use as they pray for the needs of all those affected
by prisons: prisoners and victims, their families, their communities, those
working and volunteering in prisons and the criminal justice system. Please
pray each day during Prisons Week, but also ask yourself whether there is
one thing that you as an individual, or as a church, can do to help any of
the people that you are praying for.”
For more information see https://www.prisonsweek.org

23–30 October is One World Week
In 2022 One World Week will review the outcomes
of COP26 and encourage OWW supporters to
continue campaigning alongside other organisations
on the subject of Climate Change, and to work with
local communities to understand what they can do.
Other traditional OWW topics, which are especially relevant in 2022, in
light of the conflict in Ukraine, are peace and refugees. You can view the
Take Action pages here.
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RECALLING THE MIRACLE

by Deacon Laura Evans

A book of daily readings and reflections for Advent and the Twelve
Days of Christmas
The book that Laura has published costs £4.99, and contains illustrations
that Laura has produced. The reflections start on 1 December, so now is
the time to order this. (An early Christmas present for someone?)
Please let me know (c.walters5@homecall.co.uk or 01243 379254) if
you would like a copy at £4.99. (Margaret S and Dot both have a copy
if you wish to see it first.)
Those ordering via me will get their copies in early November, in plenty of
time before 1 December!
The book is also available again, at the same price but plus p & p, from
Amazon. The title of the book plus author Laura Evans is sufficient to find
it on their web page.
Chris Walters
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Prayer Prompts
You are invited to use the suggestions listed below in your prayer times

God of
God of
God of
grace.
God of
God of

the morning and of our youth, awaken us to your blessed dawn.
midday and of our prime, direct our steps by your glorious Son.
evening and of our ageing, quieten us that we may rest in your
night-time and of our death, enfold us in your loving darkness.
all our days. Amen
Jenny Dyer, Superintendent Minister, Stoke-on-Trent North Circuit

After the love and goodness we saw poured out when the Queen died last
month, let us pray that it has ignited goodness, forgiveness, humility and
mercy in the daily life of our nation.
Pray for those offering humble service through their work: all NHS
staff, street cleaners, shopkeepers etc. Pastoral Centre volunteers. Those
whose love and goodness affect our own life, all small acts of kindness.
A new Prime Minister, a Government, all MPs, hopefully showing us
humility and mercy.
People who found their faith touched and strengthened by God, as they
heard the story of the Queen’s faith, and worshipped God with millions
watching via TV.
People who need our love and goodness:
All refugees; people who have lost hearth and home because of flooding.
Those who struggle with drought, no food for the children, charities short
of money to help people.
People suffering with mental health difficulties, especially young people.
For our understanding of and action, to care for our world and climate
changes.
Remember: family or friends we have lost from our own church family,
during the time of pandemic.
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We have a small Prayer Chain working within the church. If you, or
anyone you know, is in need of prayer, please do contact Chris Walters on
01243 379254, or email c.walters5@homecall.co.uk

I will weep when you are weeping;

when you laugh I'll laugh with you;
I will share your joy and sorrow,

till we've seen this journey through.

Please send contributions for the November Newsletter to
jane@janegregory.co.uk or newsletter@emsworthmethodischurch.org by
Saturday 29 October.
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