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Same page – just another chapter!
At the time of writing we are surrounded by packing boxes
and gaffer tape all ready for our move. Hopefully we will
now have arrived in Emsworth!
One newspaper I did find as I packed away my study was
a copy of the Methodist Recorder dated Friday 16 August
2019. Page 5 carried the report of the celebration of 40
years of the Emsworth Pastoral Centre. A wonderful
achievement, and we give thanks to God for past and
present volunteers who have made this place one of
welcome, acceptance and a means of grace. I look
forward to drawing alongside in listening, service and
witness.
Some information about me: after a background in catering and retail management
I then trained for the ministry at York Institute for Community Theology, where I
studied for a degree in Theology and Ministry and was awarded a BA (Hons).
My appointments have been varied, and in each one I have experienced God’s
generous grace and love. I have been privileged to serve the church in the Oxford
Circuit, Bailiwick of Guernsey, Mid-Glamorgan Mission and most recently West
Cornwall Circuit. In each appointment I’ve found the Methodist people committed
to presence, fellowship and witness. Yes, sometimes with limited resources, and on
occasions with buildings that are challenging to maintain; but we are a resilient lot!
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Even when Covid struck, many faith communities found different ways to worship
and continued to serve the community.
As John Wesley lay dying, he is said to have raised his arms into the air and, with
all his remaining strength, cried out twice, ‘The best of all is, God is with us”. Hymn
writer Andrew Pratt (StF 610) makes use of Wesley’s words in his hymn affirming
the eternal assurance, even when life is dark, and of God’s presence past, present
and into the future. It's a great strapline as we venture into this new Methodist
year and all that lies ahead: “The best of all is, God is with us’.
Grace and Peace

Deacon Stephen

Church Services in September
4 September

10.00am Café Church
led by Revd Stephen Wright
followed by a buffet lunch and an opportunity
to meet Stephen and Gillian Richardson
6.30pm Holy Communion at St James’
to which we are invited

11 September

10.00am Morning Worship
led by Dr Mark Barton
6.30pm Reflective Evening Service
led by Revd Stephen Wright

18 September

10.00am Service of Holy Communion
led by Revd Stephen Wright
6.30pm Evensong at Warblington
to which we are invited

25 September

10.00am Harvest Festival Service
led by Deacon Stephen Richardson
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fun and
friendship
Thursday mornings
at 10.30am
in the Pastoral Centre
Our programme for this month is:
September

1

Knit and Natter

8

Arty Crafty

15

Table Games

22

Musical Moments

29

Quiz

Remember – not just for the ladies – gentlemen are
very welcome too!
News for 2023
We will be saying farewell to Revd Stephen Wright in his role as Presbyter
for Emsworth Methodist Church, when he retires at the end of August
2023.
Revd David Muskett (Superintendent of the Circuit) will take over, with
responsibility for our church and also for Petersfield.
Meanwhile, we welcome Deacon Stephen and Gillian Richardson, and look
forward to another year with Revd Stephen and Louise Wright.
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Education Sunday
The second Sunday in September is Education Sunday, to coincide with the
start of the school year in England and Wales.
Education Sunday has been observed on this date for over 100 years; the
theme for 2022 is ‘You are not lost!’

Circuit Welcome Service
At: Bedhampton Methodist Church, PO9 3TF
On: Thursday 8 September 2022

7.00pm for 7.30pm start

We will be welcoming Deacon Stephen Richardson and Deacon Janice
Hacon to the Circuit. All are welcome, and refreshments will be provided
after the service.
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MACMILLAN’S
COFFEE MORNING
Fri 30th Sept 2022
10am to 1pm

YOU’RE INVITED FOR CAKE AND COFFEE (OR TEA)
At The Emsworth Methodist Church and Pastoral
Centre, 19 High Street, Emsworth, P010 7AQ
Feel free to donate your own cakes &
home baking creations, or come simply to enjoy
the delicacies provided
Don’t worry about the waistline
You’re being naughty for an amazing cause!

Every cake baked and every coin donated helps to
support people living with cancer!
Contact Adrian for more details:
Email: office@emsworthmethodistchurch.org Tel: 01243 373773
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Collection for MHA
The Special Collection for Methodist
Homes for the Aged raised £391.88
(including Gift Aid.)
Thanks to everyone for your kind
contributions.

Dot

From the Methodist News

Stories from Africa

Overcoming the hardships of rural ministry
"The Methodist Church is constantly finding ways to provide income-generating ideas
that are sustainable and can be of benefit both to the church and the local
community. Chicken-rearing projects are a popular means of income-generation in
Africa. Chicken is the most popular meat consumed. They are easy and cheap to
breed and a six-week-old chick can be sold for US$1, which in rural Africa is not far
off a day’s wage for some."
Andrew Ashdown, Partnership Coordinator for Africa, blogs about the Mbembesi
Chicken Rearing project. Matabeleland, Zimbabwe. Read Andrew's blog here
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Ladies Group

The Autumn Programme for the Ladies Group begins this month:
14 September

Quiz Evening with Judy

28 September

There and Back Again
with Adrian Baldwin
Adrian’s life Before the Pastoral Centre

Pedantry corner: There and Back Again is the alternative title for JRR Tolkien’s The Hobbit

Saturday 17 September 10.30am
The Methodist Peace Fellowship has undergone a relaunch and is hosting
an online open meeting for both members and those who might be
interested in becoming members to talk about peace.
Explore what peace means and how we can work together to create it.
The meeting is at 10.30am on Saturday 17 September.
Register here.
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RECALLING THE MIRACLE

by Deacon Laura Evans

A book of daily readings and reflections for Advent and Christmas
I mentioned this a couple of months ago; a book that Laura has published
of reflections for every day during Advent and the twelve days of
Christmas. The cost is £4.99 and the book contains some beautiful
illustrations that Laura has produced herself. The reflections start on 1
December, so now is the time to order this.
Please let me (c.walters5@homecall.co.uk or 01243 379254) know if
you would like a copy at £4.99. Margaret S and Dot both have a copy if
you wish to see it first.
You will receive your copies in early November – plenty of time before 1
December!
Chris Walters
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From the Methodist News

A Prayer for Ukraine
A prayer for Ukraine in the week of the anniversary of its independence
and six months since the invasion.
Colossians 3:15 ‘And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to
which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful.’
O Great God, you call us to Peace. As we mark six months of war in
Ukraine, call us back to be peacemakers. Strengthen all those working in
the region for justice and for peace.
We cry to you to restore the people of Ukraine to a life of freedom and
wholeness. And we thank you for the resilience of our Ukrainian sisters
and brothers, for all who have opened their homes and churches, and
most of all for your deep love and grace in which we trust even in the
midst of earthly conflict.
Amen
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Prayer Prompts
You are invited to use the suggestions listed below in your prayer times

A call to all God’s people
Come from the north! Come from the south! Come from the east! Come from the
west!
Come, you who are first and you who are last; come as you are; come whoever
you are;
come however you’re feeling; come with whatever you have.
For all are welcome in the Kingdom of God!
Helen Cunningham, Newcastle upon Tyne West Circuit. Inspired by Luke 13:29
PRAY FOR all who are ‘travelling’ at this time of year:
Ministers, both deacons and presbyters who have travelled to new places, now
settling in, beginning to see potential for mission and the needs of community and
congregations. That they will have had ‘good endings’ and therefore have ‘good
beginnings’ in new places.
Refugees fleeing from war, from poverty, from cruelty. Refugees from Ukraine,
Albania, others from Middle Eastern countries. For them settling and finding home
and work. Pray for the group of Ukrainians who meet each week in the Pastoral
Centre.
All who travel the ‘road’ of poverty in this country, struggling to meet electric and
gas bills; food for themselves and their children; the cost of school uniforms.
Parents who go without food so that children may eat. All voluntary organisations
that can help a little – food banks, Citizens Advice, etc.
Remember and hold in prayer, Stephen and Gillian as they settle in the flat, that
the manse may soon be available.
Pray for all students, soon to move to Further Education colleges, universities,
sixth form colleges, starting new courses. That they may know they do not travel
alone.

We have a small Prayer Chain working within the church. If you, or anyone you
know, is in need of prayer, please do contact Chris Walters on 01243 379254, or
email c.walters5@homecall.co.uk
Please send contributions for the October Newsletter
to jane@janegregory.co.uk or
newsletter@emsworthmethodischurch.org by
Saturday 24 September.
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