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A Message from the Manse
Whenever I have the opportunity to guide students around a church, they
are invariably primed to ask, ‘How did the Methodist Church start?’. The
answer of course, has much to do with John and Charles Wesley. Going a
little deeper, one might even say that it began with ‘a warmed heart’. In
the month of May, Methodists remember how John went, rather
unwillingly, to a religious meeting and had an experience which changed
his life – the ‘warmed heart’. Ever since, Methodists have attached a great
deal of importance to spiritual experience; that God is not something just
to be believed in, but to be encountered. It is fair to say that Mr Wesley is
far from being the only one for whom this has
been transformative.
However, whilst the warmed heart is very
important, it should not persuade us that the
mind is of no value. John Wesley was highly
educated, a man of books and letters. As he
travelled the country on his horse, he was
often to be observed reading some learned
tome. Not everyone has been able to combine
mind and heart so well. In my experience,
people often have a bias towards one or the
other. In an age when feelings and emotions
are primary, it is easy for our faith to be
expressed in similar categories, to prioritise
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what we sense within. It can certainly breathe life into what otherwise
might be an overly dry and dull faith. Ultimately however, our inner life
and our intellect are both to be put at his disposal, so that we love and
serve him with both heart and head.
Stephen

Church Services in May
1 May 10.00am

Café Church
led by Revd Stephen Wright

6.30pm
8 May 10.00am
6.30pm
15 May 10.00am
6.30pm

Holy Communion at St James’
to which we are invited
Morning Worship
led by Revd Malcolm Hickox
Reflective Evening Service
led by Revd Claire Simpson
Service of Holy Communion
led by Revd Stephen Wright
Evensong at Warblington
to which we are invited

22 May 10.00am

Church Anniversary Service
led by Trevor Durston
formerly of the Leprosy Mission (see p3)

29 May 10.00am

Morning Worship
led by Alison Rice

A word of thanks to those who provide and
serve tea, coffee and cakes for Café Church.
It’s much appreciated.

Picture on p1: life-size statue of John Wesley
at Asbury Theological Seminary in Kentucky.
Photo by Adam Davenport
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Ladies Group
The themes for the Ladies Group meetings in May are:
Wednesday 11 May
St Wilfrid’s Hospice
Revd Julie Price
Wednesday 25 May
AGM and Supper
The Music Group entertains
A reminder: the MWiB Circuit Service (Easter Offering) will take place
at Portchester on Sunday 15 May at 6.00pm.

Church Anniversary
There will be a special service on Sunday 22 May at 10.00am, led by
Trevor Durston.
Now retired, Trevor was CEO of The Leprosy Mission International from
September 1993 to October 2006, and was for many years a Mission
Partner for the Methodist Church Overseas Division, working in Nepal.
He lives in Chippenham. There will be a special collection for the Leprosy
Mission at this service.

May Day
May Day has been celebrated since ancient
times, as a festival marking the first day of
summer. It originated in Roman times with the
festival of the goddess Flora. May Day is a
‘cross-quarter day’, meaning that in the northern
hemisphere it falls approximately half-way
between the spring equinox and the summer
solstice. It represents the joy of once again
being able to spend time outdoors.
Maypole dancing at Bishopstoke
Photo by Kevin Gordon
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The Easter CD from Methodist Publishing
Resurrection Faith: A Place to
Belong
Celebrating and reflecting on the
Resurrection, this CD includes
Easter hymns, readings, prayers
and reflections, with contributions
from the President and Vice
President of the Conference
2021/2022. We discover how
Methodist people, filled with God's
love, are creating new inclusive
places for people to belong. It’s still
available to download:
Download an mp3 file here

‘The Needles of the Friends’: The Wesleys and Shorthand
This year's John Wesley Lecture will take place on 24 May ("Wesley
Day") and the speaker will be Dr Tim Underhill on the topic of The
Wesleys and Shorthand. The Lecture can be attended both in person and
via Zoom, and a booking link can be found here, as can a poster for the
event.
This event is being presented in partnership with Wesley Memorial
Church, Oxford, and Lincoln College, University of Oxford (where John
Wesley was a Fellow).

A special request from the Editor
Since I will be on holiday from the beginning of June, please could you
kindly make sure you send contributions for the June Newsletter to me by
Saturday 28 May – or earlier if possible.
Many thanks,

Jane
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fun and
friendship
Thursday mornings at 10.30am
in International Hall
These mornings provide a chance to get to know
each other in a relaxed and friendly environment
and to share together in some fun.
There will be a range of activities from week to
week, and we are always open to new suggestions.
Materials and equipment will be provided, but please feel free to bring your
own if you wish.
Gentlemen are very welcome – this is not just for the ladies!

Our programme for May:
May 5

Knit and Natter

12

Childhood Photos

19

Table Games

26

Singalong the Old Songs
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Evangelism for Leaders Course
A free online course for all leaders in the Methodist Church (lay and
ordained, paid and unpaid, including but not exclusive to Chairs,
Superintendents, Presbyters, Deacons, Local Lay Pastors, Pioneers,
Children, Youth and/or Family Workers, Chaplains, Church or Circuit
Stewards, or leaders of mission, social action or outreach projects).
This course is for leaders who really want to reach new people but also
understand that evangelism is a word with baggage. It's for leaders who
want to discover their inner evangelists – and it's for those who'd rather
they remained undiscovered! It's for leaders who are thinking: 'evangelism
was never part of my training for ministry' or 'if I mention evangelism in
my place, everyone will run a mile and never come back'. It's for leaders
who are wondering how to help others grow in confidence in their faith.
May–June 2022 course: Thursdays from 7.00–9.00pm on: 19 May, 26
May, 9 June and 16 June, plus 1 December 2022. Please note: the first
four sessions run over a five-week period with a one-week break in the
middle, and the fifth session is six months later. Register here.
If you have any questions please contact Holly Adams, Evangelism
and Contemporary Culture Officer
on adamsh@methodistchurch.org.uk
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65th Wedding Anniversary
We send our warmest congratulations to Geoffrey and Amy Senior, who
recently celebrated their ‘Blue Sapphire’ Anniversary.

For Pastoral Carers
Our next Pastoral Committee meeting will be on Tuesday 17 May at
2.00pm, in International Hall. If you’re unable to come, please let me
know if you have any pastoral news to share. Thank you.
Diana H

Christian Aid Week

15 to 21 May

We are having a Coffee Morning in the Pastoral Centre, on Saturday
21 May from 10am to noon, when collectors will be returning their
envelopes. Please come and join us, we would love to see you.
The total raised from the Coffee and Cake morning and the ‘40p for 40
days’ jars has reached £681 so far, but we know there are more jars to be
counted. Thank you all for your generous support.
Gill Cooper, Marian Hughes and Margaret Sawyer
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Prayer Prompts
You are invited to use the suggestions listed below in your
prayer times

Forgive us Lord when we try to go back to the way things were; when we
fail to seize new opportunities when they arise; when we hold on to
meaningless traditions because we have always done it that way; when we
cling to the Gospel message rather than sharing it with others.
Risen Lord, may we truly listen for your calling and seek your guidance so
that your will may be done on earth as in heaven. Amen
Angela Brydon, Bedfordshire, Essex & Hertfordshire District. From the Methodist Prayer Handbook

We remember in prayer: those who are struggling – with their health;
with relationships; with accepting the ageing process. Remember those
experiencing poverty; life suddenly restricted in many ways. We remember
the many refugees in the world, those fleeing Ukraine, that we have been
able to see and hear from; those fleeing very similar situations, details of
which we have not seen, yet just as much needing our prayers. For
kindness to increase and selfishness decrease, in our world.
We remember Christians all over the world, who have a story to tell
of what Jesus has meant to them. Give us courage to tell that story
whenever we can. In places where Christians are persecuted, may they
find God’s strength and peace.
We have a small Prayer Chain working within the church. If you,
. or anyone you know, is in need of prayer, please do contact
Chris Walters on 01243 379254 or email c.walters5@homecall.co.uk
on 01243 379254 or email c.walters5@homecall.co.uk

Please send contributions for the June Newsletter to:
jane@janegregory.co.uk or
newsletter@emsworthmethodistchurch.org
by Saturday 28 May 2022
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