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A Message from the Manse  

 
On Easter Day in 2020, Sky television broadcast the whole of the previous 
year’s one-day cricket final, between England and New Zealand. I don’t 
suppose they ever thought about it, but it does resonate with the day. For 
whatever else Easter is about, it is about a victory against all the odds. A 
victory which even puts one of the greatest 
games of cricket in the shade. However, it 
was preceded by a Friday of defeat. Not that 
we often like to think of it in these terms. Now 
the cross is seen as a sign and symbol of 
redemption, but that is not how it would have 
seemed to Jesus’ followers back then. 
Crucifixion was not only a horrific way to die, 
but it purposefully subjected the victim to 
humiliation and ridicule. It attempted to erase 
all sense of human dignity, let alone 
pretensions to power. One can only imagine 
how this impacted on the first disciples; all 
that they had hoped for lay in ruins. It 
reminds us, though again I am not sure that 
we always like to admit it, that this side of 
glory, our life is a mixture of both victory and 
defeat, light and shade, euphoria and sorrow. We can know the presence 
of God and his blessings in ways that cannot be denied; we can also know  
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what feels like the exact opposite. The importance of Easter Day then, is 
not that we deny the very real presence of darkness or human failing, but 
that it promises these will not have the last word. Even in challenging 
circumstances, we look for the tide to turn, for signs of hope amid the 
gloom. Looking even further ahead, we look forward to the transformation 
of all things, of which the resurrection of Jesus is but a foretaste. 
A very happy Easter to you all. 
 
Stephen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunrise Service 
6.00am on Easter Morning at the foreshore, with a bonfire, hymns and 
readings. Meet at the end of Warblington Road to the south of Nore Barn 
Woods.  

 

Church Services in April 
 

3 April 10.00am  Café Church  
led by Revd Stephen Wright 

 

       6.30pm  Holy Communion at St James’ 
to which we are all invited 

 

10 April 10.00am    Palm Sunday Service  
    led by Mrs Milly Aquilina-Gray 

 

       6.30pm  Reflective Evening Service  
led by Revd Stephen Wright 

 

17 April 10.00am   Easter Day Holy Communion 
led by Revd David Rice 
 

                 6.30pm  Evensong at St Thomas à Becket 
to which we are all invited 

 

24 April   10.00am   Morning Worship  
led by Revd Bill Stillwell 
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Ladies Group 
 
The themes for the Ladies Group meetings in April are: 
 
Wednesday 13 April 
 
The American Space Programme and  
moon landings with David Hughes. 
Gentlemen are welcome to join us. 
 
Wednesday 27 April 
 
Members’ Evening 
 
Meetings are held at 7.00pm in International Hall. 
 
 
 
Church Anniversary 
 
There will be a special service on Sunday 22 May at 10.00am, led by 
Trevor Durston. 
 
Now retired, Trevor was CEO of The Leprosy Mission International from 
September 1993 to October 2006, and was for many years a Mission 
Partner for the Methodist Church Overseas Division, working in Nepal. 
 
He lives in Chippenham. 
 
 
 
Christian Aid 
 
A reminder about the Christian Aid Coffee and Cake morning on 16 April 
from 10.00am to noon, when people can return their ‘40p for 40 days’ 
money. 

If anyone feels able to bake a cake for  
16 April, we would be very grateful. 
 
Many thanks to all who supported the Lent Lunch, 
which raised just over £200. 
 

Gill Cooper, Margaret Sawyer and Marian Hughes 
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Pace Egging – an early Easter folk tradition 
 
Pace Egging is hundreds of years old and its origins are unknown. The 
name pace is derived from Latin pascha ('Easter') (c.f. the adjective 
paschal). The term ‘Pace Egg’ is an archaic English term for ‘Easter Egg’. 
 
Pace Egg decorating usually involved wrapping the eggs in onion skins and 
boiling them to produce a decorative effect. Eggs could also be drawn on 
with a wax candle before staining, often with a person's name and date on 
the egg. Alternatively, they could be kept as decorations, used in special 
games, or given to the Pace Eggers. More recently, eggs have been 
stained with coffee grains or simply boiled and painted in their shells. 
 
Pace Egg mummers’ plays were most common in Northern England, in the 
counties of Lancashire, Yorkshire and Northumberland. The play is 
preceded by a song in which the Pace Eggers encourage onlookers to give 
money or eggs. 
 
Pace Egging was in decline by 1842. Many Pace Egg plays died out after 
the First World War, when many of the men who took part in them were 
killed in action.  
 
In Middleton, North Manchester, Pace Egging (performing the Pace Egg 
Play) was revived in 1967. The Bury Pace Eggers were revived in 1970, 
and still perform in pubs and squares around the town and surrounding 
villages in the week before Easter. There are several other towns in 
Yorkshire where Pace Egging has been revived.   Jane 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo – Waelsch 
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Methodist Prayer Cards 
 
The new Methodist prayer cards offer 52 different prompts for creative 
prayer; different ways that we can fulfil the Methodist Way of Life 
commitment to ‘pray daily’ as far as we are able, with God's help. 
 
The cards can be used by individuals or groups. You can order the packs 
from Methodist Publishing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Methodist Women in Britain (MWiB) 
 
Dear Friends 
 
Our Easter Offering 2022 is approaching. There will be envelopes on your 
seats on both Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday for your donations. Your 
gifts will be dedicated at our annual Easter Offering Service, which will be 
held this year at Portchester Methodist Church on Sunday 15 May at 
6.00pm (see poster displayed in the church.) 
 
We encourage giving to the World Mission Fund which supports the work of 
our global Church Partners. This year’s theme Tell Her Story – Tell Our 
Story is inspired by the tenth anniversary of Methodist Women in Britain 
and its work to empower and enable women around the world. 
 
If you wish to learn more you can access information 
at https://www.methodistpublishing.org.uk/features/easter-offering-2022 
and www.mwib.org.uk I do hope that Emsworth Church will give 
generously to our Easter Offering Collection for 2022. 
 
With thanks, 
Judy 
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Easter Events  
 
Good Friday 15 April 
Walk of Witness 
 

10.30am Meet at Waterside URC for worship 
10.50am Walk to Harbour via Bridgefoot Path 
11.00am Short act of worship at the Harbour 
11.20am Walk to St Peter’s Square 
11.30am Short act of worship in The Square 
 Followed by hot cross buns at the Methodist Church 
 
Holy Saturday 16 April 
Easter Eggstravaganza 
 
Join our family-friendly fun and faith event, and enjoy the Easter story 
thorough games, crafts and fun activities for families, in the gardens of St 
James’ Parish Church, Church Path, Emsworth from 10.00am to noon. 
Why not take part in our ‘Egg-citing’ egg decorating competition too? 

 
www.emsworthchristians.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Ukrainian Emergency Appeal  
 

The following letter was received by Peter in response to 
our church’s donation to All We Can.  
 

Dear Mr Gregory, 
 

Thank you so much for your kind gift of £2650 which you recently sent on 
behalf of Emsworth Methodist Church. We are so grateful to have received 
your donation, which will support those affected by the conflict in Ukraine.  
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Because of your support, All We Can’s vital work continues – we remain 
committed to the vulnerable communities we serve as well as to you, our 
valued supporters. If you have any questions, concerns or just want a 
chat, please do get in touch and reach out to us, as it is important we stay 
connected and together during these times. You can get in touch with the 
All We Can team on 0207 467 5132 or by emailing info@allwecan.org.uk. 
 
 
 
Car Park 
 

From the beginning of April, the charge for parking in 
the South Street car park will go up to £1.60. 
 

 
 
 
Palm Sunday 
 
The tradition of palm fronds being waved in Palm Sunday rituals comes 
from the palm's ancient heritage as the symbol of Nike, the Greek goddess 
of victory. Her symbol was adopted by Christians long before her name 
was co-opted by a sportswear company. Palm fronds were often used in 
triumphal marches to celebrate sporting or martial victory by the Romans. 
Like many Roman traditions, its use was later continued by Christians. 
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United Walks 
 
After an enforced two-year break, members of our Anglican and Methodist 
congregations will once again be getting together to enjoy walks in the 
local countryside. This year, all walks will be on the third Saturday in the 
month, as follows: 

Saturday 21 May: A short, flat circular walk of about 3½ miles around 
Fishbourne. Meet at the Fishbourne Centre, 46 Blackboy Lane PO10 8BE at 
2.00pm. This walk is mainly on footpaths across farmland and around the 
marshes – it can be muddy! We plan to get together after the walk to 
discuss the future programme. Why not bring a picnic tea/snack to leave 
in your car?  

All walks are subject to change and are weather-dependent! 

Future walks are already planned for: 

Saturday 16 July 
Saturday 17 September 

These are usually slightly longer walks of about five miles. Typically, we 
meet somewhere within about 30 minutes’ drive from Emsworth at 
12.30pm for a picnic lunch. Come and try a walk with us!  For further 
information, please contact: 
 

Ruth or Jamie Barr on 01243 372939 or Geoffrey and Pamela on 
01243 375060   
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Bridgemary Methodist Church 

‘A Purpose Fulfilled’ 
on  

Saturday 7th May 2022 at 3.00pm 
(Prideaux-Brune Ave, PO13 0PP) 

You are warmly invited to the final  
service at Bridgemary Methodist Church.  
Come along to worship, to give thanks for 
the life and witness of this church, and to 

hold the community of faith in your prayers 
as they prepare to move on as God’s people. 

 
Refreshments will be served in the church 

hall afterwards.  
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A message from Stephen and Gillian Richardson 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
It’s a real joy to be coming to the East Solent and Downs Circuit. This will 
be my fifth appointment in five different districts! I originate from North 
Yorkshire, while Gillian my wife is from Derbyshire. 
  
When we visited, I was struck by the rich heritage and responsibility of 
building on the Christian vision, commitment and ministry that has shaped 
the Emsworth Pastoral Centre over many years, and is now beginning to 
emerge again following the pandemic. 
  
Alongside my other responsibilities, it will be a privilege to serve and 
journey alongside our Centre Manager, Adrian, and our ecumenical and 
community volunteers as we discover God in the presence and seek to 
explore existing and new opportunities to offer hospitality, friendship and 
witness to all. I look forward to listening and working collaboratively as we 
discern our journey together.  
 
We are so excited to be coming to a beautiful part of Hampshire and to be 
sharing in all that God has for each of us.  
 
Grace and Peace  
Stephen and Gillian 
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Love is come again 
Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain, 
Wheat that in the dark earth many days hath lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 

In the grave they laid Him, Love whom Death had slain, 
Thinking that never He would awake again, 
Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen:  
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 

Forth He came at Easter, like the risen grain, 
He who for three days in the grave had lain; 
Quick from the dead my risen Lord is seen: 
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 

When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 
Thy touch can call us back to life again, 
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been:  
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 
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Gracious God, when you rose from the cave that was your tomb, it was 
women who first recognised you. Overjoyed, they obeyed your command 
to go and tell the rest of the disciples. Some of the men believed, but not 
all immediately. It took actions like the stranger on the road to Emmaus, 
who sharing their supper, broke bread and then they understood; then on 
the shore of Lake Galilee, here was Jesus preparing breakfast for them as 
they returned from fishing.  
Please help us God, in these days, to recognise you in the beauty of 
creation, in compassion shown to refugees, when we share food with each 
other. At this Easter time may we recognise again the Risen Lord Jesus, 
our Friend and Saviour. Amen 
 
Let us hold before God: the people of Ukraine and other places where 
there is so much hurt and devastation. All refugees and the countries like 
Poland helping them. The mothers in Russia who wait in agony for soldier 
sons to return home. For NATO, the United Nations and all trying to work 
for peace. 
 
Here at home, we pray for: Hospitals, like the QA, who are short staffed 
because of illness; for patients waiting in pain for delayed surgery; for our 
own Medical Centre and all the staff. Remember all known to us who are 
ill, those finding life difficult; those who live on their own, including those 
who are elderly and lonely. Give thanks for friends who support us and the 
love and laughter we share. Pray for all the Churches in Emsworth as they 
celebrate Easter.  
.   
 
 
 

 

Please send contributions for the May Newsletter to: 
jane@janegregory.co.uk or 
newsletter@emsworthmethodistchurch.org 

 

by Saturday 23 April 2022 
 

We have a small Prayer Chain working within the church. If you,  
or anyone you know, is in need of prayer, please do contact  
Chris Walters on 01243 379254 or email c.walters5@homecall.co.uk 
on 01243 379254 or email c.walters5@homecall.co.uk 
 

 

Prayer Prompts 
 

You are invited to use the suggestions listed below in your 
prayer times  
 


