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Message from the Manse  
 
 

Have you ever heard of St Kevin? He lived in County Wicklow in the sixth 
century. He was a hermit whose manmade cave was so small that when he 
prayed, with arms outstretched, he had to stick one of them out of the 
window. One day, while he was absorbed in prayerful contemplation, a 
blackbird landed on Kevin’s hand. It was a long prayer and Kevin stood so 
still that the bird started to build a nest in the saints upturned palm. But 
now Kevin had a dilemma. Should he drop the nest, or keep standing with 
his arm out? Well, being a saint, he decided to keep standing there, his 
arm outstretched like a branch. For weeks, while the blackbird laid her 
eggs, while she hatched them, while she fed her chicks, until the young 
were fledged and flew the nest, Kevin remained there until he eventually 
became a tree. 
 
Well, it’s a great story and not unusual, compared with some of the rather 
exotic things some saints are supposed to have got up to. But it also 
reflects a couple of things that are often associated with ancient Celtic 
spirituality, and which are still relevant for our times. 
 
The first is an affinity with and a concern for God’s creation. At the 
moment, hardly a day goes by without some reference to the 
environment, ecology and climate in the news media. Much attention  
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is focused on the climate conference this month. Saints like Kevin remind 
us that these concerns are absolutely appropriate for Christian folk. 
 
The other aspect of Kevin’s story which is so pertinent for our times is, of 
course, his pursuit of God in out-of-the-way places. This was typical of 
Celtic monks. I sometimes think that any off-mainland rock will have at 
one time been inhabited by monks. It’s not something we could do, or 
even want to do; but finding our quiet place to be with God is essential,  
if we would find the resources we need for our lives. In seeking after the 
presence of God and in our care of the planet, there needs to be a little bit 
of Kevin in us all. 
 
Stephen 
 
 
 
 

  
A Christmas CD from Methodist Publishing 
 
God's Table: An Invitation to All 
 
Following the phenomenal success of the 2020 Christmas CD, we have 
another FREE CD of seasonal music and conversation for you to share, all 
copyright cleared (P&P charges apply). It will be available to order soon 
from www.methodistpublishing.org.uk/features/christmas-2021 
CDs will be dispatched after 8 November 2021. 
 

 
 
Nativity, a painting by Dr He Qi– a Chinese artist living in California, USA. 
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A Time for Giving 
 
We are coming up to that time of year again, and we are aware that there 
is so much need around us and in the wider world. For so many people, 
these last two years have been a major challenge financially, with loss of 
work and other changes to their lives. Others of us have found that we 
have saved money as we just haven’t had the holidays, or other additional 
expenditure. We have so much for which to be grateful. In the lead up to 
Christmas we will be offering several opportunities for you to give to those 
in greater need. 
 
The Methodist Church Fund for Human Need was founded in 1960 to 
offer help to the poorest and most needy people, overseas and in this 
country. Since 2000 the focus of their work has been on making 
emergency payments to some of the most vulnerable in the UK: 

• the homeless and hungry 
• people whose benefits have been stopped, or who have to wait 

weeks for them to start 
• refugees and asylum seekers living one day to the next 
• ex-prisoners trying to rebuild their lives 
• those with mental health issues 
• those whose relationships have broken down 

As a church, we make an annual donation to this fund, but to mark 60+ 
years of valuable work, FHN are making a special appeal to all Methodist 
Church members, in this time of unprecedented need. We therefore invite 
you to make a personal donation over the next few weeks, using our usual 
methods. You can put cash in an envelope, clearly marked for FHN, 
quoting your church Gift Aid number if you have one, and place it in the 
offering plate on a Sunday morning. Or you can transfer money to the EMC 
account, sort code 20-69-34, account number 10698334, with your name 
and FHN as the reference. 
 
Then later in November and during December, there will be further 
opportunities to give to the Portsmouth Churches Homeless Action Appeal 
with the usual Christmas vouchers, and also to Action for Children, another 
charity that originated in Methodism and which we support at this time of 
year. For further information, please see page 7.     
 
Thank you, in anticipation, for your care and generosity.             Dot  
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New Pastoral Centre Manager 
 

Good News! Adrian Baldwin will be starting as the new Pastoral Centre 
Manager from Monday 1 November. We very much look forward to 
working with Adrian. 
 
 

 
Harvest Thanksgiving Special Collection 
 
Following the special collection at our Harvest 
Thanksgiving service, we were able to send 
£1450 to All We Can. 

Peter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bible Society Garden 
 
The Bible Society Garden at the Chelsea Flower Show, which was held in 
Autumn this year as a result of Covid. The garden was based on the 23rd 
Psalm, and was designed by Sarah Eberle. 
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Christians Together in Emsworth – Meeting 23 
September 2021 
 
Emsworth Horticultural Show 
Our stand showed the range of Christian 
Activities in Emsworth; also there were 
activities for children. The show was 
very busy, so it was good for CTiE to be 
visible to so many people. 
 

Christmas and Easter Cards  
It was agreed to continue with the cards, but we are still in need of more 
people to deliver them. If you would like to help, please speak to Sue or 
Dot. Our Chair, Revd Andrew Sheard, is also keen that all new residents on 
the various new developments in and around Emsworth receive a letter of 
welcome from CTiE, together with a copy of our CTiE leaflet in an 
envelope. 
 

Christmas Activities 
Events are still under consideration and will be publicised at a later date. 
 

News from the Churches 
 

Anglican – St James: Live Tearfund Quiz Night to be held in Parish Hall 
on Saturday 20 November – see CTiE website. Breakfast Church is now 
run twice a month. A new Wild Church has been engaging new families. 
 

Life Explored course is running on Tuesday at 7.30pm in IH for approx 12 
people – a weekly session with a video, group discussion and Bible 
passage. 
 

Anglican – St Thomas à Becket: Building works are virtually complete. 
Use of the cemetery space is under consideration, since many people pass 
by or through the cemetery but do not go into the church. An outside 
Twelve Days of Christmas interactive event is being planned. 
 

Baptist: Fifteen new groups started covering a range of activities and will 
support Christians against Poverty as part of its outreach. Baptisms have 
restarted. 
 

Methodist: Laura has left Emsworth and Bill has retired. Revd Stephen 
Wright is in place. It is hoped that a replacement Deacon will be appointed 
in September 2022. Streaming of live services is continuing. Numbers 
visiting Pastoral Centre are increasing. It is hoped a new manager will be 
in place shortly. 
 

Roman Catholic: Father Joe Gruszkiewicz has joined and has 
reintroduced Thursday Mass and a Polish Mass at 1.00pm on Sundays.  
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URC at Waterside: Still no minister and one is not likely to be appointed 
soon. However they are self-running with three lay preachers and one 
retired minister. Friday coffee morning is popular, offering fellowship and 
outreach. 
 

Dates of future meetings: Tuesday 11 January 2022 in IH and 
Wednesday 11 May 2022 in St James’ Parish Hall (Ordinary and Annual 
General Meeting). 
         Sue D 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday Worship 
 
There is no longer any need to book a seat for worship in church  
 
Sunday 7 November at 10.00am 
Worship led by Revd Stephen Wright                                             
 
Sunday 14 November at 10.00am Remembrance Sunday 
Worship including an Act of Remembrance                                

led by Mrs Margaret Sawyer 

       
 

Sunday 21 November at 10.00am 
Holy Communion led by Revd Stephen Wright 
 

Sunday 28 November at 10.00am Advent Sunday 
Morning Worship led by Mrs Milly Aquilina-Gray 
 
If you have any questions about how to join in worship via Zoom or 
YouTube please ask Peter, or email 
newsletter@emsworthmethodistchurch.org 
 
 
 
The Church Office phone number and email address are not in 
use at the moment. If you need to contact anyone urgently for 
pastoral or safeguarding reasons, please use the minister’s contact 
details shown on the front page of this Newsletter. 
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Portsmouth Churches Homeless Action Voucher Scheme 
 

As in previous years, during late November and early December we will be 
supporting Portsmouth Churches Homeless Action Voucher Scheme. If you 
would like to donate vouchers, please purchase these from the leading 
supermarkets; for 
example, Asda, 
Morrisons, Tesco, 
Sainsbury’s and 
Waitrose. The 
organisers of the 
scheme ask that each 
voucher be for the 
maximum amount of 
£5.00. There will be a 
collecting box for these 
from late November. 
 

David Sawyer 
 
 
 
Our New Church Organ 
 
With apps on our phones to enable us to have face-to-face conversations 
with loved ones the other side of the world, to manage our finances, 
monitor our health, turn up the heating when returning from a weekend 
away, and undertake a multiplicity of other tasks, the part played by 
mobiles in our lives today would have been unimaginable just a few  
years ago. 
 
The 27 years since the church first acquired a Viscount organ, in 1994, 
have also been a time of enormous change in the world of digital church 
organs, with the vastly increased power of current microprocessor 
technology. The result is an organ which ‘sounds dramatically more 
exciting and life-like’, a claim certainly in keeping with the many 
comments received after the church’s new Viscount organ was first heard 
at our service on Sunday 10 October. 
 
But the quality of the sound is just one of a number of significant 
enhancements. The new organ is effectively four organs in one. The sound 
you will usually hear accompanying our hymn singing will be that of a 
typical English church organ, with the stops named accordingly. The three 
other styles are Baroque, with the characteristic sound of many organs in 
Germany at the time of Bach; Romantic, with a strong French flavour; and  
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Symphonic, with a specification reminiscent of the splendid instruments 
found in some of our large town halls, particularly in the north of England. 
 

The organist can also select alternative voices from a 
library of over 1,000 individual stops, some of 
which are not usually found on a pipe organ, 
but are sounds you might find on your home 
keyboard. 

 
Our old organ served the church well over many 
years, but it had of late begun to show its age, 
and in the last couple of years we have regularly 
had to pay for remedial action. Our thanks go 

to those who have supported its 
replacement with an instrument which we 
trust will be a worthy successor, and will 

enhance our worship in the years to come. 
Alan 

An organ similar to the one installed in our church 
 
 
 
Duty Rota 
 

I will shortly be making the next church rota to cover December, January 
and February. If you have not been on the current rota and would like to 
read, lead intercessions, or welcome, please let me know. Also please let 
me know of any special requests.   
Thank you.             Geoffrey  
 
 
 
Covid-19   
Balancing good ventilation and heat retention  
 
During the summer we have been able to ventilate the building without 
any consideration for retaining heat. However, as we move into the 
autumn and winter, and the heating systems switch on, we need to 
provide both adequate ventilation and warmth to ensure a welcoming  
but Covid-safe environment. COP26 reminds us that we have a 
responsibility to care for our environment and restrict the use of fossil 
fuels (gas heating) as well as providing a Covid-safe environment.  
A delicate balance! 
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To help us strike this balance, I have purchased a carbon dioxide (CO2) 
monitor as recommended by the Health and Safety Executive (HSE). This 
gives an indication as to whether a room is adequately ventilated. During 
the coming weeks, I will be monitoring CO2 levels during services and 
Pastoral Centre opening hours. This is not an exact science, but will help 
us determine the minimum ventilation rate required to keep us Covid-safe 
and warm. 
 
Initial readings taken on Sunday 24 October were very reassuring and 
demonstrate that with the five side windows and the door to the atrium 
open (doors to The Square, the side of the sanctuary and the roof windows 
closed), we had adequate ventilation. However, there are many variables 
to consider, such as ambient temperature, wind speed and direction, and 
the number of people in the room. 

Geoffrey  
 

 
 

Joy is like the rain 
 

I saw rain drops on my window, joy is like the 
rain 
Laughter runs across my pane, 
slips away and comes again 
Joy is like the rain 
 
I saw clouds upon a mountain, joy is like a 
cloud 
Sometimes silver, sometimes grey, 
always sun not far away 
Joy is like a cloud 
 
I saw Christ in wind and thunder, joy is tried 
by storm 
Christ asleep within my boat,  
whipped by wind, yet still afloat 
Joy is tried by storm 
 
I saw rain drops on a river, joy is like the rain 
Bit by bit the river grows,  
till all at once it overflows 
Joy is like the rain 
 
Words by American Roman Catholic and Medical Mission Sister Miriam 
Therese Winter (b 1938). Photo by Sue D. 
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A prayer from West Africa: OUR CHURCHES ARE LIKE BIG FAMILIES 
 
 
 
We praise you Lord God, for the jewel of sight, the treasure of hearing and 
the glory of speech. Open our eyes to the glorious things around us, open 
our ears to how much you love us, and place in our mouths words of 
kindness and love, that will proclaim your goodness, now and for ever.  

Amen 
 

Pray for: 
 

The COP26 Glasgow Conference, keeping in mind the importance of the 
decisions all nations of the world need to make for our planet and climate. 
People we know who dread the coming of dark evenings; friends who 
are fragile in health; all NHS staff under pressure, and care workers 
unable to visit all who need their help. The Pastoral Centre, as Adrian 
takes over the management of volunteers and gradually expands the 
opening of extra mornings. The ministry of all Christians in Emsworth. 
 
Give thanks for: 
 

Memories of loved ones; those who gave their lives in war. The beauty of 
our planet – late roses in the garden, the first frost on the grass. The love 
and understanding of family and friends who care for us. The laughter of 
children; the joy of music. That we are able to have free vaccinations and 
health care. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Prayer Prompts  
 

You are invited to use the suggestions listed below in  
your prayer times.  

 

We have a small Prayer Chain working within the church. If you or 
anyone you know is in need of prayer, please do contact Chris Walters  

on 01243 379254 or email c.walters5@homecall.co.uk 
 

 

Please send contributions for the November newsletter to 
newsletter@emsworthmethodistchurch.org or 

jane@janegregory.co.uk 
 

by Saturday 27 November 
 


