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Thought for the Fortnight from Bill 
 

 

I hardly need to point out that last week was Easter Sunday. I hope you 

enjoyed your Easter eggs. But why is it called ‘Easter’? Why do we have 
eggs? 

 

There are various different theories about it. Some 

say that the word ‘Easter’ comes from a pagan 
goddess of dawn called Eostre (don’t ask me how 

to pronounce that!), who was celebrated at 

springtime. So far, so average for pagan gods. 

Then the stories associated with Eostre get 
severely weird. After a lot of embellishments over 

the centuries, the story comes down to us with 

Eostre saving a frozen bird and turning it into a 

hare which still has the ability to lay eggs.  

 
So we end up with the celebration of Christ’s 

resurrection at springtime getting muddled with a 

pagan festival of a goddess, involving eggs and 

Easter bunnies. I suppose a bunny is just more photogenic than a hare. 
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My guess is, though, that those pagan myths expressed something deep 

within human experience: the longing for new beginnings and new hope. 

Sometimes within ourselves, and sometimes within groups throughout 

history, that yearning has led to creating a fantasy world for ourselves like 
the one Eostre is said to have inhabited. The longing is still there within us, 

even more so in these times. For two thousand years, though, we’ve had 

an answer to those longings which doesn’t involve a fantasy. 

 
The story of the life of Jesus, his death and resurrection are historical 

truths rooted in history. It’s been said that there’s more evidence for the 

existence of Jesus than there is for the existence of Horatio Nelson. That 

must be something of an exaggeration, but the evidence is certainly there. 
There’s more than that, though. Surely the strongest evidence for the 

power of Christ lies in the lives of numberless people who have found 

freedom, hope and new life through faith in him. That longing which 

fantasy could never fulfil is met in the historical and present truth of the 

story of the cross and the empty tomb. 
 

I expect the Easter eggs and chocolate have all gone by now. The cross 

and the empty tomb, the offer of new life full of hope, are always here.  

 
 

Bill 

 

A reflection on Holy 

Saturday 
The teacher and writer Alan Lewis 

used to talk of workshops that he’d 
led on the theme of Easter. The 

trouble was, he said, that groups 

were happy to talk about Good 

Friday, but then they wanted to jump 
forward to Easter Day as quickly as possible. That long hiatus of Holy 

Saturday (often referred to, incorrectly, as "Easter Saturday"), when Jesus 

lies alone in a borrowed tomb, was to be avoided. 
 

Alan liked to say that the only truly authentic Easter hymn was the one 

that begins Now the green blade rises from the buried grain (StF 306). It 

speaks of hope (not optimism) present in all our Holy Saturdays of death 
and despair, ready to push through and grow once more in the shape of 

God’s love. 
 

Quotations taken from Between Cross and Resurrection: A Theology of Holy 

Saturday by Alan E. Lewis. 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/worship/singing-the-faith-plus/hymns/now-the-green-blade-rises-from-the-buried-grain-stf-306/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Between-Cross-Resurrection-Theology-Saturday/dp/0802826784/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1488983751&sr=1-1&keywords=alan+lewis+between+cross+and+resurrection
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Between-Cross-Resurrection-Theology-Saturday/dp/0802826784/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1488983751&sr=1-1&keywords=alan+lewis+between+cross+and+resurrection
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The Church Office phone number and email address are not in 

use at the moment. If you need to contact anyone urgently for 

pastoral or safeguarding reasons, please use the ministers’ contact 

details shown on the front page of this newsletter. 
 

 

Sunday Worship  
 

Our church will remain closed for worship while we are being advised 

to stay at home. We plan to continue combining with other 

congregations from time to time and feel part of the wider church 
community. Our thanks go to those who are facilitating worship 

through their technical expertise.  
 

Sunday 11 April at 10.00am  
Worship via Zoom based on the Circuit Digital Service led by 

Mr Bill Berry. Please use the usual Zoom link. 
 

Sunday 18 April at 10.00am              
Worship via Zoom led by Revd Stephen Wright 
 

Sunday 25 April at 10.00am 
Worship via Zoom led by Revd Claire Simpson 
 

Sunday 2 May at 10.30am – Note: to be confirmed 

Worship via Zoom led by Revd Stephen Wright – we hope to link 
with Petersfield Methodist Church 
 

Sunday 9 May at 10.00am              
Worship via Zoom led by Mrs Barbara Noakes 

     
Sunday 16 May at 10.00am 

Worship via Zoom led by Revd Stephen Wright 
 

Sunday 23 May at 10.00am Pentecost; Church Anniversary 
Worship led by Revd Bill Stillwell 
 

Sunday 30 May at 10.00am 

Worship led by Mrs Margaret Sawyer 
 

If you would like to join in by telephone, please ask Peter  

or email newssheet@emsworthmethodistchurch.org 

 

mailto:newssheet@emsworthmethodistchurch.org
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Saffron buns and Cornish Methodists 
 

In Cornwall the saffron bun was traditionally a 

treat for Sunday school picnics at Easter and 

Whitsun. Revd Gareth Hill says that Cornish 

Methodist teas ‘… will always include pasties, 
scones with jam and cream (jam first, of 

course). Then Berylware teacups only half-filled 

so you don't spill any… but you can always come 

back for more!’ Of course the flour would need to 
be Rank Hovis MacDougall, the jam Hartley’s and 

the cream Rodda’s, all companies founded by 

Methodists: Joseph Rank, William Pickles 

Hartley, and Eliza Jane Rodda. 
 

At this time of year many churches hold love 

feasts. There are numerous traditional love feast loaf recipes which had 

local variations. The following blog, https://traditional-yorkshire-
recipes.info/2021/03/17/love-feast-loaf-recipes-from-yorkshire/, includes 

an image of an invitation to a love feast in August 1869 – ‘not 

transferable’! 
 

You can read more on the online Methodist News under the heading The 

Ministry of Welcome; the President and Vice-President of Conference have 

both contributed recipes.       Jane 
 

Returning to Church 
 

There will come a time when we will be back in church for worship, 

but this will of course depend on how the situation continues to 

develop nationally, and the availability of people to lead our 

worship. 
 

The Leadership Team and Church Council agreed that we should fit 

in with the government's current timescale for re-introducing indoor 
activities. If this timescale is delivered, then we hope to hold our 

first service back on church premises on Sunday 23 May. 
 

We plan to have doors and windows open to create a well-
ventilated space, and social distancing will still be in place. 
 

This is our Church Anniversary Sunday, so it could be a 
wonderful celebration! Bill will be leading this service.      Dot 

 

 

 

https://traditional-yorkshire-recipes.info/2021/03/17/love-feast-loaf-recipes-from-yorkshire/
https://traditional-yorkshire-recipes.info/2021/03/17/love-feast-loaf-recipes-from-yorkshire/
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Petworth Area Churches Together (PACT) will hold 
its Spring Talk on Friday 16 April at 7.30pm by 

Zoom.  
 

The Talk will be given by Lord Dr (Michael) Hastings 
of Scarisbrick CBE, Chancellor of Regent’s University, 

London. He is also Professor of Leadership at the Stephen 

R Covey Institute, Huntsman Business School, Utah State 

University, a Vice-President of UNICEF and Ambassador 
for Tearfund. Lord Hastings was previously Head of 

Citizenship at KPMG International and the BBC's Head of 

Public Affairs, then Head of Corporate Responsibility. 
 

He will speak on the intriguing title "The future we don't know". This 

title sounds rather exciting, given that the future for all of us is unknown!  
 

All are welcome; free via 

ZOOM: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86362967085?pwd=bEhhU0F0OS8zeE

pzM001M1B WcVg5UT09 Meeting ID: 863 6296 7085 Passcode: 707071. 

  
More information is available from Geraldgreshamcooke@gmail.com Tel: 

01798 342151 and the PACT website 

at https://petworthareachurchestogether.com/ 

 

 
  
 

All in the April evening, 
April airs were abroad … 

 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86362967085?pwd=bEhhU0F0OS8zeEpzM001M1B%0DWcVg5UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86362967085?pwd=bEhhU0F0OS8zeEpzM001M1B%0DWcVg5UT09
mailto:Geraldgreshamcooke@gmail.com
https://petworthareachurchestogether.com/
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The story and celebration of Easter and the Resurrection is over for 

another year,  

yet its meaning is central to our faith every day we live. 

Like the disciples on the road to Emmaus, there is so much we do not 
understand. 

Gracious God, may we walk in step with you and listen to your voice. 

Help us to walk in step with companions on the road of life  

and have courage to ask questions that open up conversation about Jesus. 

Show us how to understand your story and find meaning for our lives,  
day by day, step by step. Amen 
  
Let us pray for: 
All who live on their own; those whose mental health has suffered during 

the past year. 

All facilitating the mass vaccinations; NHS staff who are tired and weary. 

For an equal spread of vaccination across the world, that Governments are 
generous in sharing the vaccine. 

Pray for places where there is war, when news of this is lost amid news of 

the pandemic. 

For children hungry and living in the extreme poverty that war brings.  
 

Give thanks for: 

Bright sunshine, cold nights, the bright colours of spring flowers, ‘April 
showers’.  

Friends and family members who support us; all the signs of God’s love 

and care.  
 

 
 
 

 

 

Prayer Prompts  
 

You are invited to use the suggestions listed below in your 
prayer times.  

We have a small Prayer Chain working within the church.  If you or 

anyone you know is in need of prayer, please do contact Chris Walters  

on 01243 379254 or email c.walters5@homecall.co.uk 

 

Please send contributions for the next fortnightly newsletter to 

notices@emsworthmethodistchurch.org or 

newssheet@emsworthmethodistchurch.org  

by Saturday 17 April 

 

Good news is especially welcome! 

file:///C:/Users/default%20user.defaultuser-PC/Documents/Diana's%20folder%20CURRENT/Church/News%20sheet/2020%20lockdown%20newsletters/notices@emsworthmethodistchurch.org
mailto:newssheet@emsworthmethodistchurch.org

