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I was asking myself why I’m not more worried about the future than I am. 

It’s hard to express, but what follows is the best I answer I could give 

myself. 
 

Scientists say that the earth is essentially much the same weight as it was 

when it first came into being. This says something important to me. It says 

that humanity hasn’t created anything that wasn’t already here. We build 
cars and houses and everything else, but we haven’t created anything: we 

simply construct these things by reorganising what God has already 

created. 

 

For me, this means that there is a continual cycle of reorganising life and 
existence. There’s no such thing as ‘past’ and ‘future’ as though they’re at 

opposite ends of a straight line; instead, it’s a never ending ‘circle of life’. 

There’s no ending without a beginning, no beginning without an ending. 

There are constant changes, often made by human beings, in the outward 
appearance of things, but it all remains part of the same single created 

world held in God’s loving hands. 
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Jesus said that the wise steward brings both old and new things out of the 

cupboard to use. So, God will enable us to bring from the cupboard both 

lessons of the past and hopes and dreams for the future. Past and present 

are a single process in God’s endless love, where there is just one eternal 
present. 
 

I do get twitchy about the future, but this is my reassurance: that, 
although outward appearances change, nothing is ever lost in God’s 

unchanging love. As Mother Julian of Norwich, who lived in similar times of 

great pain, said, ‘All shall be well and all shall be well and all manner of 

things shall be well.’  

Thank God! 
 

Bill 
 

 
 

 

 

Chimonanthus praecox (Wintersweet) 
 

 

 

 
 

Church Office 

The Church Office phone number and email address are not in use at the 
moment.  If you need to contact anyone urgently for pastoral or 

safeguarding reasons, please use the ministers’ contact details at 

the front of this newsletter. 

 
 
 

We are grateful to Chris for passing on the following advice: 
 

COVID Vaccination Scam Alert 
There have been reports of a new scam where a person receives a text 
message, email or phone call saying they need to book a vaccination 

appointment. It takes them to a fake NHS form, which then asks for their 

bank details to prove their identity. 
 

Pauline Smith, Head of Action Fraud, writes: 

Remember, the vaccine is only available on the NHS and is free 
of charge. The NHS will never ask you for details about your bank 
account or to pay for the vaccine. If you receive an email, text 
message or phone call purporting to be from the NHS and you are 
asked to provide financial details, this is a scam. 
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Action for Children 
The special Christmas collection raised a total of £313.75. Thanks to 
everyone who donated so generously. 

Peter and Jane Gregory 

 

 

 

  

Sunday Worship  

Our church will remain closed for worship at present while we are 

being advised to stay at home. Wherever possible, services will 

take place on Zoom. 
 

 

Sunday 17 January at 10.00am Morning Worship via Zoom 

led by Revd Stephen Wright 
 

Sunday 24 January at 10.00am Morning Worship via Zoom 

led by Revd Claire Simpson (see below) 
 

Sunday 31 January at 10.00am Morning Worship via Zoom 

led by Revd Bill Stillwell 
 

Sunday 7 February at 10.00am Morning Worship via Zoom 
Leader to be confirmed 
 

Sunday 14 February at 10.00am Morning Worship via Zoom 

led by Mr Andrew Wilcock 
 

Sunday 21 February at 10.00am Morning Worship via Zoom 

led by Revd Stephen Wright 
 

Sunday 28 February at 10.00am Morning Worship via Zoom 

led by Revd Bill Stillwell 

 

On Sunday 24 January we hope to combine with other 
congregations, including Fareham, Cowplain and Gosport, for 

a service on the theme of Unity. This is particularly appropriate 

as this Sunday marks the end of the Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity (see page 5.) 
 

 

 

 

 



4 

 

 

Using your phone to join services by Zoom 
 

For the foreseeable future our Sunday services will be online but, even if 

you do not have a computer, you can be part of the congregation by using 
your phone. 

 

You can join our Sunday services that have 

moved online to Zoom with your phone 
(landline or mobile). Obviously, you will not 

be able to see anything, but you will be able 

to speak, hear the leader and the hymns, 

and join in any conversations. 

 
If you would like to do this, it might be best if you phone me so that I can 

talk you through what is involved. It's not difficult, but it will enable me to 

demonstrate with you how to make the connection. 

 
If you feel confident enough to do this on your own – that’s fine. What you 

do is: 

 

Dial 0203 481 5237 or 0203 481 5240 
You will hear that you are through to Zoom UK 

When invited, enter the meeting code 950 5832 5496 followed by # 

You are a participant, so when requested enter # again 

When invited, enter the pass code 414261 followed by # 

You will then enter a ‘waiting room’; as soon as I can, I will let you into the 
meeting. 

 

We look forward to having you as part of our congregation worshipping 

together in a new way. 
  

Peter Gregory 
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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2021  

Monday 18 – Friday 22 January 9.00am 

 

 

 

 

 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in 2021 has been prepared by the 

Monastic Community of Grandchamp in Switzerland. The theme that was 

chosen is ‘Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit’; it is based on 
John 15:1–17 and expresses Grandchamp Community's vocation to 

prayer, reconciliation and unity in the Church and the human family.  

Christians Together in Emsworth will celebrate daily from Monday 

18 January until Friday 22 January on Zoom, starting at 9.00am, 

for approximately 30 minutes.     

The ecumenical services of prayer, readings and reflection will be 

conducted by the following churches in Emsworth:  

Monday 18 January – Catholic Church  

Tuesday 19 January – United Reformed Church  

 Wednesday 20 January – Methodist Church  

Thursday 21 January – Baptist Church  

Friday 22 January – Church of England  

For those of you reading this online:      
Click here to join the services each morning, starting at 

9.00am    www.laybenedictines.org/ctie    

 

 

 

 

http://www.laybenedictines.org/ctie


6 

 

 

Holocaust Memorial Day 
 

Holocaust Memorial Day is observed on Wednesday 27 January, and is 
included in the Methodist Church’s calendar of special days. 

 

For more information, please visit the website of the 

Holocaust Memorial Day Trust at 
https://www.hmd.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Youth News  from the Methodist News 
 

Youth President Election Results 
Following the election held online in 
December as part of 3Generate365, the 

Methodist Children and Youth Assembly, it 

has been announced that the next Youth 

President for the connexional year 2021/22 

will be Daud Irfan, aged 21, from Cardiff. 
 

On receiving the news of his success, Daud commented, ‘I would like to 

thank all the children and young people who took part in the voting 
process. I feel honoured to have been elected. I am humbled that God has 

blessed me with this responsibility and I am excited to see what the 

coming year holds. 
 

‘The focus of my year will be on God’s Church being a home for all. While, 

as a nation, we try to overcome the grip of Covid and pray steadfastly for 

world peace, as a Church we need to stand together in unity not only for 

our local churches but for our communities as a whole.’ 
 

The Methodist Youth President is a salaried position working full-time for 

one year to serve the children and young people of the Methodist Church 

in Britain. The role involves meeting and representing the young Methodist 
people to ensure that their voices are heard and to help them be involved 

in every aspect of Church life. 
 

  

https://www.hmd.org.uk/
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Chris has submitted this poem, commenting that it is both thought-

provoking, and relevant to these times; besides, we usually only hear the 

first part of the poem. 

 
God Knows by Minnie Louise Haskins (1875–1957) 
 

And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:  

‘Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.’ 
And he replied:  

‘Go out into the darkness  

and put your hand into the Hand of God.  

That shall be to you better than light  
and safer than a known way.’ 
 

So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God,  

trod gladly into the night.  
And He led me towards the hills  

and the breaking of day in the lone East. 

 

So heart be still: 
What need our little life,  

Our human life to know, 

If God hath comprehension? 

In all the dizzy strife 

Of things both high and low, 
God hideth His intention. 
 

God knows. His will 
Is best. The stretch of years 

Which wind ahead, so dim 

To our imperfect vision, 

Are clear to God. Our fears  

Are premature; in Him, 
All time hath full provision. 
 

Then rest: until 

God moves to lift the veil 
From our impatient eyes, 

When, as the sweeter features 

Of Life’s stern face we hail, 

Fair beyond all surmise  
God’s thought around His creatures 

Our mind shall fill.   
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A HAND PRAYER Open your hands, palm upward and look at them.  
Our hands speak of the life we have lived, be they rough or smooth.  

  Together with God, they have created beauty and life: by cleaning, 

baking, painting, gardening. 

  Together, our hands have touched and comforted: the small child, the 

sick, the lonely. 
  Together, our hands have pointed the way of life for: young and old, 

seeking the way or ignoring it. 

  Together, they have prayed: for those we love, for the despairing, and 

lifted high they have praised God. 
Thank you, Jesus, Carpenter of Nazareth, for our hands, gnarled, smooth 

or rough; we lift them in love and praise for all that you have meant to us 

through the years. We lift before you our prayers for others. Amen 
 

PRAY: That our faith in God be sustained in quiet and different ways 

during this pandemic. 

For all people, young and old, who struggle with mental health difficulties 
during this time. That we be gently aware of the needs of people we know. 

Remember teachers, who have faced so many changed plans; doctors, 

nurses, all hospital staff coping with Covid 19; all who work locally at the 

Q A or St Richard’s; other key workers in our communities. 

The wider world: the people of the United States; refugees, COVID 
rampant in refugee camps; children, orphans, young mothers coping 

without extended family to help; poverty, hunger, without a way out. That 

hope in God, in all faiths, will return and hope in the goodness and 

kindness of our neighbours in the world.  
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Prayer Prompts  
 

You are invited to use the suggestions listed below in your 
prayer times.  

We have a small Prayer Chain working within the church.  If you or 

anyone you know is in need of prayer, please do contact Chris Walters  

on 01243 379254 or email c.walters5@homecall.co.uk 

 

Please send contributions for the next fortnightly newsletter to 
notices@emsworthmethodistchurch.org or 

newssheet@emsworthmethodistchurch.org  

by Saturday 23 January 

Good news is especially welcome! 
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