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I once read a book on quantum physics. I didn't understand a word of it. 
 

We tend to admire people whose learning is greater than our own. They do 

say that knowledge is power. In some ways, that's true. If you need to go 

to a government organisation like a hospital or the Home Office or HMRC, 

you probably won't know much about the way they work, their rules and 
regulations. Those organisations have knowledge that we don't have, so 

we feel they have power over us. 
 

Knowledge is good. We should never despise the minds God gave us. 

Trying to learn and understand things always reminds me how infinitely 

greater is the mind of God. But greater by far is the wisdom to know how 

to use that knowledge for good. 
 

In these days we have people advising and guiding us whose knowledge of 

Covid-19 is way beyond the understanding of most of us. As I write, thank 

God, there’s news of a vaccine which may soon become available. Even so, 
our knowledge about the disease isn’t complete. There’s another issue, 

though: the need to use human knowledge wisely. There have been many 

questions raised over these last months regarding the wisdom of the 

actions taken by the Government based on the knowledge of its advisers. 
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No doubt similar questions will continue to be raised in the months ahead. 

These are all simply symptoms of human smallness and weakness, and we 

have to accept our limitations. As St Paul said in 1 Corinthians 13 verse 9 

(I paraphrase): ‘Now we understand and foretell the future only in part’. 
 

At the root of it, says Paul in the same chapter, there’s something even 

greater, which provides the foundation for the ways in which we use both 
our knowledge and our wisdom in being able to foretell the future; it’s 

called love. He says: ‘If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all 

mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move 

mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.’ 
 

Whatever lies ahead, whatever failures we may perceive in the knowledge 

and wisdom of our leaders or anyone else, let’s hold on tight to our 

foundation of love for God and humankind, whoever they may be, and 
however short they may fall in our hope and expectation.  
 

Whatever shortcomings we may see in life – ‘love never fails’. 
 

Bill 
 

Church Homeless Action Christmas Voucher Scheme 
 

In view of the current circumstances, vouchers for the Church Homeless 

Action Christmas Voucher Scheme should be sent directly 

to Portsmouth Deanery Office, St Faith's Church, Crasswell Street, 
Portsmouth, PO1 IHT. 
 

Individual vouchers should be no more than £5 and for any of the leading 
supermarkets: Morrisons, Tesco, ASDA, Waitrose and Sainsbury’s. 
 

Many thanks,  

David 
 
 

 
 

Nature’s variety 
 

A two-tone chrysanthemum that 

appeared in Peter’s greenhouse 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



3 

 

 
 
Dial-a-Prayer 

    
 
FREE phone lines from the Methodist Church that are  

updated every Thursday afternoon with a new prayer and  

the Methodist podcast. 
 

Listen to a prayer: 0808 281 2514 

Listen to news: 0808 281 2478 
 

  

Sunday Worship 

As you’re all aware, we’re unable to meet in church for worship during 

the Autumn lockdown. The following Emsworth services will be 
available on Zoom: 
 

22 November 10.00am: Morning Worship led by Revd Bill Stillwell 
29 November 10.00am, Advent Sunday: Morning Worship led by  

Revd Stephen Wright 
 

If we are able to return to worship in church in December, the 

following services will take place in church: 
 

6 December 10.00am: Morning Worship led by Andrew Wilcock 

13 December 10.00am: Service of Holy Communion led by  

Revd Stephen Wright 

20 December 10.00am: Service of Christmas Hope and Joy led by  
Dot Warren 
 

Further information will follow when it's available. 
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Good News! Fundraising for Leukaemia Research 
 

Amazing timing! My fundraising days took place on the last three days 

prior to this current lockdown. I was so pleased that I was able to go 

ahead with it, somewhat differently, but it all went very smoothly and I 

was thrilled with the response. Obviously far fewer people were involved 

this year, compared with previous years, but your commitment and 
generosity has resulted in £600 

being raised for Leukaemia 

Research. A big THANK YOU  

to those of you who came to my 
house to buy, and also to those 

who gave me donations in 

lieu.             Dot 

 
 

 

 

A special gift for Christmas from Havant Passion Play 
 

In previous years, under the direction of James Burke-Dunsmore, our very 
talented ecumenical group has presented live summer dramas of the life of 

Christ in Havant Park. This year we've had to be even more creative 

and thanks to James's expertise, and the wonders of modern technology, 

members of our group are telling the Nativity Story from the perspective 
of individual characters who were there. Each day of Advent we will be 

releasing a different short film on YouTube and other social media. Please 

see the poster for information on how to access the recordings. 
 

We're eager to share the hope, expectation and joy of Christmas as far 

and wide as we can. I'd therefore be very grateful if you would publish this 

as widely as you can, by email, social media, word of mouth or whatever 
methods you're using in these strange times. 
 

As Christians we know that Christ is the Light that's never been overcome, 

so it's a real privilege to offer this special way of showing to a darkened 
world that He still is, truly, our Light! 
 

With many thanks – and a very Happy Advent to you all! 
Bill Stillwell 

Chair, Havant Passion Play    
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        A                 Advent Calendar! 

 

Performed and presented by Havant Passion Play 

 
Come and meet the people who were there when Jesus came into the world! 

 

All the people you remember from the Christmas story – and some that you’ve 

never met! – have captured on film their memories of the event that changed 

history. 

 

Each day of Advent, starting on November 29th, you’ll find a new character 

telling their story. Just log on to our YouTube channel, our website, or go to 

our Facebook page and click on the link to open the next window on your 

fabulous new Advent Calendar. 

 

You’ll see the story you know so well through new eyes and discover exciting 

things you never thought of before. There’s mystery, scandal, intrigue, 

laughter, love and hope for the future – all just a click away. 

 

It’s an Advent Calendar like no other! 

 

WATCH OUT FOR THE TRAILERS – COMING SOON! 

 

Details: 

 

Havant Passion Play website: At http://www.havantpassionplay.org.uk   
 

YouTube: To watch on our YouTube channel just: 

Go to YouTube and search for ‘HPP – Living Advent Calendar’ 

or  

Copy and paste into your address bar:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0I-IVtK9Pc-tmJYh4gXefg 

Facebook: At www.facebook.com/havantpassionplay  

 

 

 

 

http://www.havantpassionplay.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0I-IVtK9Pc-tmJYh4gXefg
http://www.facebook.com/havantpassionplay
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Verses from one of John Clare’s ‘Autumn’ poems (1821) 

 

The summer-flower has run to seed, 

And yellow is the woody bough; 

And every leaf of bush and weed 

Is tipt with autumn’s pencil now. 

 

And I do love the varied hue,  

And I do love the browning plain; 

And I do love each scene to view, 

That’s marked with beauties of her reign. 

 
The tree’s gay-leaves are turned to brown 

By every little wind undressed; 

And as they flap and whistle down, 

We see the bird’s deserted nest. 

 

Contributed by Veronica 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Church Services by Zoom 
Our services on 22nd and 29th November will take place on Zoom. The link 

for access will be the same on both occasions: 

Topic: Church service 

Time: 09.50 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/95058325496?pwd=WkpHU3JXY0tmRjBBZVpFbUpMNVJ
mZz09 
 

Meeting ID: 950 5832 5496 
Passcode: 414261 
 

Bill Stillwell will lead us at the first service and Stephen Wright at the 
second. Please retain this link in whatever system you use just in case we 

have to meet in this way for other services as well. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any difficulties. Peter Gregory 
  

 

https://zoom.us/j/95058325496?pwd=WkpHU3JXY0tmRjBBZVpFbUpMNVJmZz09
https://zoom.us/j/95058325496?pwd=WkpHU3JXY0tmRjBBZVpFbUpMNVJmZz09
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An open letter from the Revd Richard Teal, President of the 
Methodist Conference and Carolyn Lawrence, Vice-President of the 

Methodist Conference, to mark Inter Faith Week 2020. 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters of all Faiths, 
 

We greet you all at the beginning of this Inter Faith Week 2020 with good 

wishes of peace. This is an occasion when we celebrate our friendships and 
also when we consider what we share in common. The Methodist people 

are known to be friends of all and enemies of none. That friendship we 

would like to extend to you again this year, with respect, and indeed love. 
 

John Wesley, the father of Methodism, taught us to acknowledge the work 

of God in all peoples of faith. To recognise the finger of God, to rejoice in 

God's work, and praise God with thanksgiving for God's presence and work 
amongst people of all faiths. 
 

We share with you a life of dedication to our traditions and faith. This year 
in particular Methodist People have been reflecting on the fact that in spite 

of all the suffering and struggles we have faced collectively as a Kingdom 

and worldwide that the best of all is that God is still with us. This we 

choose to affirm in faith and hope of a better future. 
 

With renewed friendship and every blessing, 
 

The Revd Richard Teal, President of the Methodist Conference, 2020–2021 

Carolyn Lawrence, Vice-President of the Methodist Conference, 2020–2021 
 

Christmas Service CD 
 

A special Christmas service on a CD is being produced by the Methodist 

Church for those who may not be able to join streamed services. The 

service features voices from around the Connexion sharing in song and 

conversation with Bible readings, carols and interviews. The CD will be 

available free (P&P charges apply) from the Methodist Publishing website. 
 

 
 
 

 

https://www.interfaithweek.org/
https://methodist-news.org.uk/BVI-74J8Y-EDCTOC-49DSS5-1/c.aspx
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Words of hope as we approach Advent 

The desert will sing and rejoice and the wilderness blossom with flowers;  

all will see the Lord’s splendour, see the Lord’s greatness and power. 

Tell everyone who is anxious; Be strong and don’t be afraid. 
The blind will be able to see; the deaf will be able to hear;  

the lame will leap and dance; those who can’t speak will shout. 

They will hammer their swords into ploughs, and their spears into  

pruning-knives;  
the nations will live in peace; they will train for war no more. 

This is the promise of God; God’s promise will be fulfilled. 

From Iona Community Worship Book (1988) 

 

November: we pray for those who find it a dark and lonely month in 
lockdown: the bereaved, those who live on their own, the homeless, the 

hungry. All who feel challenged by change. 

 

Pray for all doctors and nurses, other key workers in hospital and in 
community, as they cope with this second phase of Coronavirus. Lord God, 

give them strength and courage.  

 

Pray for the leaders of the nations, all who govern others, all who hold 
responsibility, those who suffer injustice and poverty. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Prayer Prompts  
 

You are invited to use the suggestions listed below in your 
prayer times.  

We have a small Prayer Chain working within the church.  If you or 

anyone you know is in need of prayer, please do contact Chris Walters  

on 01243 379254 or email c.walters5@homecall.co.uk 

 

Please send contributions for the next fortnightly newsletter to 

notices@emsworthmethodistchurch.org or 

newssheet@emsworthmethodistchurch.org  
by Saturday 28 November 

 

Good news is especially welcome! 

file:///C:/Users/default%20user.defaultuser-PC/Documents/Diana's%20folder%20CURRENT/Church/News%20sheet/2020%20lockdown%20newsletters/notices@emsworthmethodistchurch.org
mailto:newssheet@emsworthmethodistchurch.org

