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Thought for the Fortnight 
 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: “Come, go down to the 

potter’s house, and there I will let you hear my words.” So I went down to 
the potter’s house, and there he was working at his wheel. The vessel he 

was making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it 

into another vessel, as seemed good to him.” 

Jeremiah 
18: 1–4 

 

Legend has it that at some point around the fifteenth century a powerful 

Japanese man sent a cracked tea bowl to China to be fixed. When it was 

returned the Japanese man was distressed to find it had been fixed with 
unsightly metal staples and set about creating a new way of fixing broken 

pottery.  

 

From this experience came the Japanese art of kintsugi; the act of 
mending broken pots with gold. We in the West prefer to fix things so that 

they look like they were never broken; the popularity of such excellent TV 

programmes as ‘The Repair Shop’ is testament to this. However, kintsugi 

brings the pieces back together in such a way that the flaws and the 
damage become part of the design. Thus, a new piece is created from the 
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old – something unique and even more beautiful than before. Kintsugi 

acknowledges that the pot has a story. 

 

On Christmas Day 2019 (seems an age ago now) I dropped the prop I’d 
intended to use for our Celebration Service just as I was getting in the car 

to come to church. A beautiful Christmas tree I found in a shop in Bruges, 

hinged so that when it opened up it revealed the nativity scene. Snapped 

clean in half and broken beyond repair. To say I wasn’t pleased would be 
an understatement. Yet by the time I arrived at church I’d realised that 

the very fact that it had broken gave me the opportunity to make the 

sermon-point that even if the Christmas Tree falls down, or the dinner 

burns, or the presents get labelled wrong, the point of Christmas – the 
nativity – remains unbroken.  

 

A bit of sleight-of-hand would have hidden the break. If I’d wanted I might 

even have got away with pretending it was meant to be in two pieces. But 

the truth is these things happen to all of us. Things get broken.  
 

And many of us, in one way or another, feel a bit broken sometimes – 

especially in this time of uncertainty. Even if we don’t ourselves we 

certainly will know of others who do. What if we saw ourselves and one 
another as having been mended with gold – special and unique because of 

all the ‘stuff’ life throws at us? 
 

Every blessing,  
 

Laura 

 

Pastoral Centre News 
Since the beginning of July Mandy has been working one day a week, as is 
now permitted under the government’s job retention scheme. She has 

called in at the church on a couple of occasions, but is mainly working 

from home dealing with emails and contacting volunteers. It is 

encouraging that these first small steps are being taken towards a return 
to normality, even though it will inevitably be a different form of normality. 

It is encouraging too to be reminded how many people support the work of 

the Pastoral Centre in many different ways. All support is much 

appreciated. 
  

However, some things will need to be ‘on hold’ for a while. As discussions 

begin about reopening the church, if like me you have amassed a huge 

bag of milk bottle tops for Rowans Hospice you might be hoping you will 

be able to bring them to the church… BUT please keep them at 
home until you hear that contact has been made with those who collect 

them from us. Also, if you support the Pastoral Centre by donating 

magazines or jigsaws please note that it will not be possible for some time 
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to reinstate the magazine box or the jigsaw table because of the risk of 

transmitting infection, so please keep your magazines and jigsaws at home 

for the present. 

Veronica 
 
 

 

Home Worship for Sunday 2 August 2020 
led by Bill  

 

 

A Prayer of Praise  
Father, we praise you that when we are weak, we can rely on your 

strength. 

When we are poor in spirit, you fill us with joy. 

When we are empty, you flood our lives with peace. 

When we are hurting, you hold us in your care. 
When we are lost or losing our way, you find us and welcome us home. 

 

We praise you, that when we are in the wrong you love us still, and when 

we are defeated by life, you give us victory in the power of the Spirit. 
When we are breaking or broken, you make us whole. 

When we turned our back on you and your will for us, when we were filled 

with selfishness and sin, you sent Christ to live our life, to die in our place. 

When we felt we could go no further and everything seemed empty and 
hopeless, Christ showed his hands and his side and you called us to 

worship and to begin again. 

 

We praise you, Father, for your all-sufficient grace. 

We now know that there is nothing we can say or do that will mean you 
will stop loving us. 

We know too that no matter what we face or what we are trying to cope 

with or what battles we are fighting, your love is sufficient for all our 

needs. 
We ask that your Spirit will guide, protect and empower us and that all we 

say or do will bring honour to your name, for Christ’s sake.  Amen. 

 

Matthew 14: 13–21  Feeding the Five Thousand 
 

Reflection 

I know nothing about Oliver Wendell Holmes apart from what I’ve read on 

Wikipedia, but I know one thing that’s been attributed to him which I 
guess the great majority of people know. It’s the quote: ‘Some people are 

so heavenly minded that they’re no earthly good.’ 

 

It’s a bit harsh, I’ll grant you, but you can see what he means. To put it 

another way: we need to keep both our head in the clouds and our feet on 
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the ground. I suppose it’s a reminder that we need to lift our hearts and 

souls to our dreams and visions of God in Christ, while remaining very 

conscious of the reality of the very human world we live in. 

 
One of the things I find really reassuring about Jesus is that, in the gospel 

records we see, time and time again, the ways in which he has both his 

mind in heaven and his feet on the ground. 

 
This passage comes just after he’s been told that John the Baptist, his 

forerunner and his near relative, has been executed. Jesus is facing both 

his own human grief and the challenging reality of his ministry now 

starting in earnest. He needs time on his own with his Father for simple 
human comfort and for strength for what lies ahead.  

 

Then his time of turning his soul and mind towards heaven is cut short. A 

whole horde of people come searching him out, bringing their basic human 

needs to him. His attention – his compassion – is drawn away from 
speaking with his Father towards those needs placed in front of him. His 

mind is in heaven but his feet are firmly on human ground as he heals 

those who come to him in need. 

 
Then, finally, he satisfies the crowd’s hunger and, in doing so, 

demonstrates the unlimited power and love of God. Heaven and earth 

have met in one place, in one person. 

 
The challenge remains with us: to keep our souls focused on heaven and 

our feet firmly in this world; to be the instruments by which God will 

demonstrate that, through faith in Christ, earth meets with heaven.  

 
Prayer for Others 

Loving God, 

You are our Creator and Sustainer. 

When You open Your hand, 

You satisfy the hunger and thirst of every living thing. 
And so we look to You whenever we are in need, 

trusting in Your love and Your abundant goodness. 

 

As You once fed the hungry crowds with five loaves and two small fish, 
we ask that You would again fill those who are empty this day. 

 

We pray for those who are physically hungry – whose stomachs are 

empty. 
 

We pray for those who are emotionally empty – 

who are lonely and long for companionship and love, 
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who are caught in the grip of depression, 

or overwhelmed with grief. 

 

We pray for those who are spiritually empty – 
who are troubled, but don’t know where to turn; 

 

We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, 

who came so that all of humanity might come to know 
the abundant life that comes from You. 

Amen. 

 

A Celtic Blessing 
May your past be a pleasant memory, 

Your future filled with delight and mystery, 

Your now a glorious moment, 

That fills your life with deep contentment. 

In the name of Christ our Lord. Amen 
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Betty Brown 
Betty Brown remained a member of Emsworth Methodist Church even after 

her move to the Care Home in Southsea some four years ago. Her 

husband, Jack, was the Methodist and they decided to join us for worship. 
The Pastoral Centre, particularly Tuesday lunches and the Thursday Cake 

Stall, gave Betty scope for her talented cake making and icing ability and 

her general cooking skills. 

 
Betty supported Jack in his dream to establish a bowling club in the 

recreation ground on Horndean Road. Starting from scratch there was 

much work to do obtaining the ground, establishing the utilities, the 

pavilion and the rink. The pavilion still bears the name ‘The Jack Brown 
Pavilion’ and houses the photograph of the opening ceremony in 1997 by 

Alan Emerson, then Mayor of Havant, with a very proud Betty and Judy, 

then Mayoress of Havant, and a number of other recognisable faces 

looking on. 

 
Betty was very lost when Jack died a few years after the club opened but 

her bowling and expertise with food, together with her open friendliness 

and support from family and friends gave her a full life. She served as 

Social Secretary, then Bowling Club President in 2005, and continued 
playing until 2010. 

 

As she became more limited in her activity she enjoyed her ability as a 

talented artist, with her work often on display in the Care Home, where the 
Church continued to keep in touch with her. 

 

Efficient, generous, competent and likeable, it was good to know and share 

with Betty. 
 

May she rest in Peace.  Margaret Sutton, Judy and Alison 

 

 



7 

 

 
 

Home Worship for Sunday 9 August 2020 
led by Laura 

 

Opening prayer 

Loving God, we gather as a community – though dispersed for a season. 

May each and every one of us know your presence. May we see you more 
clearly, love you more dearly, follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 

Call to Worship: Psalm 105: 1–4 

O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, 
    make known his deeds among the peoples. 

Sing to him, sing praises to him; 

    tell of all his wonderful works. 

Glory in his holy name; 
    let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 

Seek the Lord and his strength; 

    seek his presence continually. 
 

Reading: 1 Kings 19: 1–15 
 

Reflection 
Elijah is an interesting character in the Bible. Since the days of King 

David’s son, Solomon, the Kings of Israel have been turning away from 

God. The united people that Moses led into the Promised Land are divided. 

Ten of the twelve tribes of Israel have turned away completely, and the 

two that remain are being governed by kings who know God but don’t 
follow him.  
 

Elijah turns up suddenly during the reign of Ahab, the worst king yet. Ahab 
has been leading the people to worship other Gods and because of this 

Elijah prophesies that there will be a drought. Elijah also prophesies that 

Ahab will die in battle. Ahab… isn’t pleased. Especially when Elijah makes 

the priests of Ba-al – the foreign God Ahab and his wife Jezebel serve – 
look like fools.  
 

There is something so beautiful and human about the idea of Elijah, tired 

and miserable and more than a bit grumpy casting himself down in a sulk, 
lashing out at God, only for God to tell him to have something to eat, get a 

good night’s sleep, and then enjoy a leisurely breakfast. It’s not quite fair 

to dismiss Elijah as ‘needy’. His life is in danger, he’s running from very 

real difficulties and feels like no-one on earth understands. He’s wrong of 
course, but we’ve all felt like that. He feels separated from God. He needs 

the metaphorical ‘cup of tea, bowl of soup and a nap.’ He needs basic self-

care and not only does God allow him that time, God tells him to take it! 
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After which, of course, nothing’s changed. Ahab and Jezebel are still after 

him, Elijah is still frightened and cross, but life is just that little bit more 

bearable because he knows himself to have been cared for by God, and his 

basic human needs have been met. He goes on his way. 
 

And God makes himself known to Elijah. Wind, earthquake, fire. Massive 

events. Adrenaline-fuelled. Exciting. Remember, God uses them to appear 
to others at other times and places. The wind of the Holy Spirit and 

Pentecost and beyond. The burning bush of Moses. But not for Elijah. God 

appears to Elijah in the peace; in the words of Simon and Garfunkel, it was 

the sound of silence that did it. In the simple act of being.  
 

And afterwards? Afterwards there’s that question again. ‘What are you 

doing here Elijah?’ And Elijah’s response? It’s exactly the same. ‘I have 

been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have 
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets 

with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it 

away.’ It’s all still true. He’s still feeling it. He’s still in danger, and he’ll be 

in danger again. Practically speaking nothing has changed. But God sends 

him to Damascus and he goes.  
 

There are times for all of us, especially at the moment, when we feel 

‘needy’ or addled or anxious. As in the case of Elijah it’s a very reasonable 
reaction to a difficult set of circumstances. In order to continue on our 

journey perhaps we too need to ensure we’re paying attention to our own 

self-care – whatever that may look like for us – as well as stopping to 

listen for the voice of God.  

 
Prayers for the World 
 

Loving, Living, Listening and Waiting God, we come before you today with 

our prayers knowing that you hear us and that you listen. We praise and 
worship you for your care for us. 
 

Living God, we pray today for your Church, carrying a gospel of 
forgiveness and freedom which is so much needed in our world.  
(Silence) 
 

Listening God, we pray for countries where there is war, random violence 
or only fragile peace. May hearts which have been darkened by violence 

discover a different light and a better way.  

(Silence) 
 

Waiting God, we remember before you those in need of hope. For those for 

whom this day has seemed long and hard.  

(Silence) 
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Loving God, give your courage and hope to those in trouble. We remember 

with deep gratitude those who have left their mark on our lives by giving 

us love and laughter, but have now gone before us to be with Christ.  

(Silence) 
 

Faithful God, we remember before you our families, friends and 

community. 
(Silence) 
 

So ever-loving and listening God, may we be a people who wait and listen 

for your word to us. People who act when you call us to and stand back 
when you require it. May we be agents of change in your world, offering 

not only our prayers to you but our lives and actions. May we be a people 

that praise you in all we do.  
 

In Jesus’ name we pray, 

Amen 
 

Our Lord’s Prayer 
 

Blessing 

May the road rise up to meet you. 

May the wind be always at your back. 

May the sun shine warm upon your face; 
the rains fall soft upon your fields and until  

we meet again, may God hold you in the 
hollow of His hand. Amen.  
 
 

 

A Message from Andrew and Helen de Ville 
Dear All, we just wanted to send an update as we are close to moving out 
of the Circuit.  We are grateful to the Circuit and District for supporting us 

during these last few months especially when house moves have not been 

possible. However, we are moving out of our current manse on 27 July and 

taking some annual leave before moving into our new home from 17 
August.  

We want to thank you again for all that has been offered to us during our 

time in the East Solent & Downs Circuit over the last 8 years. We have 

really enjoyed our time with you and the lovely gifts you gave us will be a 
constant reminder of you all.   

We do hope that you are able to stay well at this time and we will continue 

to hold you in our thoughts and prayers and look forward to meeting up 

again in the months ahead. 

Every blessing, 
Andrew and Helen 

 

We think of them during this house moving process and wish them 

well in their new home. 
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We thank you, O Lord our God, that the life we now live in Jesus Christ  
is part of the life which is eternal,  

and the fellowship which we have with him  

unites us with your whole Church on earth and in heaven. 

We pray that as we journey through the months and years  

we may know joys which are without end,  
and at the last come to that abiding city where you reign for evermore. 

Amen 

 

Pray for: our church family and all Christians in Emsworth, that being 
separated at this time, we may still grow in the love and grace of God. In 

the audio and video means of joining together in worship, may we discover 

new things about our walk with Jesus Christ, new things about ourselves. 

 
Pray for: friends going through difficult times; people coping with  

Covid-19 without the comforts of life that we have; the mental health of 

children and the vulnerable; the grieving and bereaved.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Prayer Prompts  
 

You are invited to use the suggestions listed below in your 
prayer times.  

We have a small Prayer Chain working within the church.  If you, or 

anyone you know, is in need of prayer please do contact Chris Walters  
on 01243 379254 or email c.walters5@homecall.co.uk 

 

Please send contributions for the next fortnightly newsletter to 

notices@emsworthmethodistchurch.org or 
newssheet@emsworthmethodistchurch.org 

by Wednesday 5 August 

 

Good news is especially welcome! 
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