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Message from the Manse 
 

Have you ever seen the film ‘The Pursuit of Happyness’?  

My computer doesn’t like me spelling ‘happyness’ like that. There’s a red 

zigzag line under it and autocorrect is having an opinion. It wants me to 
spell it with an ‘I’. 

More on that later. 

This, somewhat improbably named, film focuses on a single father trying 

to raise his little boy in difficult circumstances. Chris, the father, is intent 
on pursuing his dream to create a better life for his son by undertaking an 

unpaid internship to become a stockbroker.  

The film is based on a true story and, as is so often the way, things do not 

go according to plan. Early on the family is made homeless and they have 
to find their way in a world where they are very rarely safe and almost 

never comfortable – despite Chris continuing to go to work in clean, smart 

clothes. Discrimination is rife. They correspond to no stereotype. Support 

is limited and barely accessible. The day-care facility is so bad the teacher 

writes about the importance of ‘happyness’. They are often dependent on 
the kindness of strangers. 
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Chris and Christopher spend the majority of the story moving from one 

difficult situation to another. A sizeable chunk of screen-time is spent with 

Chris trying to find the safest places to spend the night while attempting to 
safeguard his son’s childhood by making it all seem like one glorious 

adventure. For little Christopher things are simpler. As long as daddy is 

there all is well. Although there is, of course, the occasional tantrum, 

angry outburst and frustrated word – and that’s just the father! 

 

I won’t spoil the ending, but at one point in the film, when Chris is at his 

most desperate and trying to find a safe place to spend the night, his son 
Christopher tells him the following story: 

 

“A shipwrecked man prays to God to save him. A boat approaches, but the 
man tells it to go away because God will save him. The boat leaves.  

Later a second boat arrives, and the man sends it away, saying God will 

save him. A third boat comes and he does the same.  

 

The man dies. 

 

When he gets to heaven, he complains to God for not saving him when he 

prayed. God tells the man he sent three boats but the man sent them 

away.” 

 

That’s not quite how little Christopher tells it! You might well have heard 

different versions but the basic premise remains true that, if we choose to 

look, God can be found in unexpected places.  

 

Without revealing too much of the plot I can say that seemingly small 

events and decisions have huge implications as the story develops, and by 

the time the end comes it is possible to look back and see the golden 
thread that runs from beginning to end. 

 

Ultimately the fates of many of the characters are bound together, just like 

in any other community. 

 

The more I think about the title of this film the more I find myself 

wondering: is there really an ‘I’ in ‘happyness’ at all? 

 

Laura 
 

Bible Study 
 

The next Bible Study is on Tuesday 16th July at 10am in the 

Wesley Room. Our Bible Study always takes its theme 
from Café Church and this month, in honour of the 

Pastoral Centre 40th Anniversary, we will be talking about 

‘Celebrations’! 
 

We’re a friendly, relaxed group and will always welcome anyone who 

wishes to join us. Why not come along and see for yourself?  
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Faith in Film 

 

Our next film will be on Friday 19th July at 1.30pm 

in the Pastoral Centre. Please note that this is not 
the last Friday of the month! 
 

You will know by now that our licence doesn’t 

permit us to advertise the title of the film outside 
of the building. However I can tell you that this is a 

tale as old as time itself and features a lot of 

singing crockery. 
 

As always, ‘Points to Ponder’ will be available to provide something to 

think about during the film. Speak to one of us if you’d like more 

information, or keep an eye out for the posters.  
 

Laura and Mandy 
 

Fun in the Sun: Our ‘Holiday at Home’ 
 

It’s that time of year again! 
 

Would you, or someone you know, like an opportunity this summer to 
make new friends, spend time taking part in fun activities and share lunch 

with like-minded people? If so, why not come along to our Holiday at 

Home?  
 

Tuesday 9th – Thursday 11th July 

10.30am – 3.30pm 

In the Pastoral Centre 

(There is a suggested donation of £3 per day to cover the cost of lunch)  
 

If you came last year you’ll know that this is an enjoyable, light-hearted 

few days and all the activities are suitable for any level of experience and 
capability.  
 

A programme of activities is already available and includes a beetle drive, 

craft session, a simple cooking project, and a beginners’ art workshop. 
This is a great opportunity to invite people who may not come to the 

Pastoral Centre regularly. 
 

If you are interested in coming, or know someone else 
who might be, then please do ask Mandy or Laura for 

programmes and/or booking forms.  
 

Please spread the news as widely as possible!  
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A Service of Celebration and Thanksgiving 

Sunday 14th July at 3pm 

Celebrating 40 years of The Pastoral Centre in Emsworth  
 

This will be an informal, café style service, and we will hear anecdotes and 

stories from just some of the many people whose lives have been touched 

by the Pastoral Centre over the years, be they customers, volunteers or 
staff. 
 

Do you have a story you would like to share? There is a 
postbox at the front of church waiting to receive your 

stories, anecdotes and memories. Please write them down 

so that they can be included in the service. 
 

There will be no 6.30pm evening service on 14th July – we 

invite everyone to our Anniversary Service at 3pm instead. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Aid Summer Sale 
 

This year the Emsworth Churches raised £4082.22 during Christian Aid 

week; this is £1000 down on last year’s total but we still have money 

coming in and once again we had fewer collectors. 
 

Thanks must go to all those who delivered and collected envelopes and to 

all those who donated at the door, on line and at Church. 
 

Our next event is the summer sale on Saturday 27th July at 10am.  If 

anyone feels able to bake a cake we would be most grateful.   
 

  Donations can be left in International Hall on  

Friday 26th July between 4.30pm and 5.30pm.  

Many thanks. 

 

Gill Cooper, Marian Hughes and Margaret Sawyer 
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United Anglican/Methodist walk 

Saturday 20th July. 

 

Please join us for a 7 mile walk around Thorney Island.  Meet at ‘The Deck’ 
café in Emsworth Yacht Harbour off Thorney Road with a picnic at 

11.30am.  We will be stopping at the Church of St Nicholas, the Patron 

Saint of seafarers, for lunch and there will be time to visit this 13th Century 

Church and the Commonwealth War Graves in the churchyard.   
 

The walk is flat and there are no stiles.  

However, some of the paths are narrow 

and overgrown so long trousers are 

advised.  On the way, we hope to see 
seals.  We expect to return to ‘The Deck’ 

at around 4.00pm, or possibly a little 

later if we venture onto Pilsey Sands for 

a paddle.   
 

For more information, please contact 

Ruth or Jamie Barr on 01243 372939. 

 
Sunday 15th Sep: Route and rendezvous still to be decided. 

 

 

 

Emsworth Baptist Church is hosting a Searchlight Theatre event 
featuring Adrian and Bridget Plass 

 

‘Send in the Clowns: David Robinson’s 30th Anniversary Tour’ 

 
Over the years, tens of thousands of people have enjoyed David and 

Adrian at Spring Harvest, The Keswick Convention, Greenbelt and on their 

hilarious joint tours. Together with West End singer Amanda Watsham-

Dunstall, they have created an evening of theatre, comedy, poetry, music 
and stories. 

 
The show is on Saturday 6th July at 7.15pm at Emsworth Baptist Church.  

Tickets are available via the Baptist Church website 

www.emsbaptist.org.uk  
or directly from the church office 01243 375606 

and are priced at £10 each. 

 

Please see the poster on the church noticeboard for more details. 

http://www.emsbaptist.org.uk/
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Action for Children is celebrating 150 years 

 
On 9th July this year Action for Children will celebrate its 150th birthday, 

with many events planned across the UK for supporters, volunteers, 

families and staff. 

 

They will also launch a landmark new report about childhood, focusing on 
the challenges faced by young people today, and suggesting how we can 

improve childhood, particularly for those in or on the edge of crisis. 

 

At Emsworth Methodist Church we had a special service at Christmas using 
resources from Action for Children, so this year we won’t be planning 

another service on Action for Children Sunday, which falls on 14 July. 

However, you can find more information at 

www.actionforchildren.org.uk/methodists 
 

Action for Children also organizes sponsored walks, known as Step Out for 

Children. To find out more, visit www.actionforchildren.org/step-out 

 

Please support Action for Children in any way you can. 
 

Jane Gregory 

Action for Children Representative 

 
 

Redecoration of facilities 
 

During 2nd – 5th July the ladies toilets and the accessible toilet area will be 
undergoing some redecoration. Only one of the areas will be out of 

commission at any one time. We will try and keep the disruption to a 

minimum and apologise in advance for any problems. This is part of our 

ongoing programme of works to keep our premises in good condition. 

 
Pamela Eardley 

Chair of Finance and Property 

 

http://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/methodists
http://www.actionforchildren.org/step-out
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Church Family: Ladies Group, Wesley Guild, Bible Study Group, Music Group – as 

some groups cease during the summer months. Pastoral Carers. Informal groups in 

the Pastoral Centre, ‘Holiday at Home’, Tuesday Activity Afternoon: for friendships 

formed and mutual support given. 

 

People we know who are ill, coping with pain, unable to do things they used to 
do, those who are vulnerable. Students at the end of the academic year. 
 

Methodist Homes for the Aged, Action for Children. 
 

The Methodist Conference meeting  during the first week of July. For those who 
have been ordained, Local Preachers, Worship Leaders, and all who have a sense of 

vocation. 
 

All Politicians, those who govern the countries of the world. For unity and justice 

amongst the people of the world. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Prayer Prompts - July 
 

You are invited to use the suggestions listed below in your 

prayer times. The monthly diary is also an aid for our 

prayers. 

We have a small Prayer Chain working within the church.  If you, or 

anyone you know, is in need of prayer please do contact Chris Walters  

on 01243 379254 or email c.walters5@homecall.co.uk 

 

 

Thanksgiving Service for John Fryer 
 

All are welcome to the Thanksgiving Service 

for the late John Fryer  

at 1.30pm on Tuesday 9th July  

at St Thomas à Becket, Warblington, 

followed by the burial of ashes in the Natural Area at 2.30pm. 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR JULY 2019 
 

 

All events in Emsworth Methodist Church & Pastoral Centre unless stated otherwise 
IH = International Hall, URC = United Reformed Church, Bath Road 

 

   

Tuesday 2 2.00pm Activity Afternoon: Beetle Drive (IH) 

 

Sunday 7 10.00am Morning Worship led by Mr Geoff Paffett 

   Followed by Traidcraft Stall 

  6.30pm United Holy Communion Service at St James’  

   Deacon Laura Evans    

Tuesday 9  10.30am until 3.30pm 

   Fun in the Sun, our ‘Holiday at Home’, see page 3 

   Activities all day: see table leaflets in PC for full programme 

  1.30pm Thanksgiving Service for John Fryer at St Thomas, Warblington 

   See page 7 

Wednesday 10  Fun in the Sun: Holiday at Home – activities all day 

   Please see table leaflets for full programme 

Thursday 11   Fun in the Sun: Holiday at Home – activities all day 

   Please see table leaflets for full programme 
 

Sunday  14 10.00am Café Church led by Deacon Laura Evans 

  10.00am United Holy Communion at St James’ 

   Preacher Mrs Alison Rice 

  3.00pm Pastoral Centre 40th Anniversary Service, see page 4        led by ? 

Tuesday 16 10.00am Bible Study Discussion Group (Wesley Room) see page 2 

  2.00pm Activity Afternoon: Knit for Charity (IH) 

Friday  19 1.30pm Faith in Film, see page 3 

Saturday  20 11.30am United Anglican/Methodist Walk, see page 5  

  

Sunday  21 10.00am Holy Communion led by Rev Geoffrey Scarlett   

  6.30pm United Evensong at St Thomas, Warblington   

Tuesday 23 2.00pm Activity Afternoon: Table Games (IH) 

  4.30pm IH open for donations to Christian Aid Summer Sale  

Saturday 27 10.00am Christian Aid Summer Sale (IH) see page 4 

 

Sunday  28 10.00am Morning Worship led by Rev Malcolm Hickox 

  6.30pm United Evening Worship led by Rev Stephen Wright 

Tuesday 30 2.00pm Pastoral Centre Strawberry Cream Tea 

 
 

 

 
Items for the August news-sheet should be in the folder in the post rack or 

emailed to newssheet@emsworthmethodistchurch.org by Sat 20 July 

mailto:newssheet@emsworthmethodistchurch.org

