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Message from the Manse 
 

The Ascension… 

Jesus said, ‘You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 

you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were 
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 

Acts 1: 8-9 
 

Then Pentecost… 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 

And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent 

wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided 

tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 
them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 

other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

Acts 2: 1-2 
 

‘Thy Kingdom Come’ is a global prayer event that covers the 10 days 

between the ascension and Pentecost, and Pentecost itself. This year that 

is 30th May – 9th June. The initiative started in 2016 and today spans 114 

countries and 65 denominations. It is essentially a call to pray for the  
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coming of the Holy Spirit into our hearts and lives, both personally and 

corporately.  
 

Praying like this is nothing new. During the 10 days between the ascension 

of Jesus and the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, Jesus’ disciples 

dedicated themselves to prayer and the reading of the scriptures. They 

dared to pray ‘thy kingdom come’, and for the coming of the Holy Spirit 
that Jesus had promised. They had no idea what would happen next but 

trusted in God to show them the way.  
 

In reality what happened next had huge implications for the developing 

church and changed the lives of the disciples forever. God active within 

them and around them; God guiding them and equipping them. God 

sending them out to spread the word to those who never got to meet 

Jesus and didn’t know the good news he had brought.  
 

Over the centuries and across the world Christians have continued to pray 

for the coming of the Holy Spirit. We do it every time we say The Lord’s 
Prayer. Yet during these 11 days we are called to join a worldwide wave of 

prayer that the Holy Spirit might work not just in our lives but in the lives 

of our friends and neighbours.  
 

These are great words, but what does this look like in practice? How can 

we be part of this amazing initiative?  
 

You might like to come along to The Big Prayer Picnic in the grounds of 
Portchester Castle 1 – 4pm on Sunday 9th June (let me know if you need a 

lift). Or, if big group events aren’t your thing or you prefer something 

closer to home, why not commit to spending just 5 minutes every day 

holding friends and neighbours before God? If you’re out and about during 
the 11 days you might like to think of the people who live in the houses 

you pass. It doesn’t matter if you don’t know them. God does.  
 

What does matter is that we join our prayers with those of millions of 

others and believe that God will hear our prayers and use us to make the 

kingdom come. 
 

Laura 
 

Bible Study 

 

The next Bible Study will take place on Tuesday18th   

June at 10am in the Wesley Room. As always our 
Bible Study takes its theme from Café Church so 

this month we will be discussing Pentecost, and the 

coming of the Holy Spirit. 
 

See you there!
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Faith in Film 

 

Our next film will be on Friday 28th June in the 

Pastoral Centre.  
 

This month we will be doing things a little 

differently. We’re linking Faith in Film with the 

Emsworth Eco Day, which takes place the 
following day, and so this month our film will be 

focusing on the impact of plastic and pollution on 

our environment.  
 

As always the terms of our licence prevent us from advertising the title of 

the film outside of the building. However, this particular film is narrated by 

a man whose experience spans more than a few decades and who has 

produced a number of series relating to wildlife and conservation.  
 

As always, ‘Points to Ponder’ will be available to provide something to 

think about during the film. Speak to one of us if you’d like more 

information, or keep an eye out for the posters. 
 

Laura and Mandy 

 
 

Reverend John Pilkington 
 

We give thanks for the life and Christian witness of John Pilkington.  He 
was a great supporter of our Anglican-Methodist links and was for many 

years on the joint Working Party.  John was a frequent Anglican preacher 

for our evening services, well known for his succinct sermons to deliver a 

strong message.  And if not preaching, he and Celia were almost always in 
the congregation.  He initiated and for years led our United Walks. 

 

In his care for the planet, he would rarely use his car...bicycle was his 

preferred mode of transport.  Until recently, he grew most of his 

vegetables on his allotment and generated electricity from solar panels. 
He worked tirelessly for Christian Aid and issues of social justice.  He was 

on the Emsworth Christian Aid Working Party, always promoting and 

taking part in fundraising events. 

 
John lived out the Christian Gospel just as he preached it, as a true 

disciple of Jesus.  He will be greatly missed in and around our whole 

community as well as at Church. 

 
May he rest in peace and rise in glory. 
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Laura Did London! 
 

Many thanks to everyone for your sponsorship, prayers and good wishes. 
I’m pleased to report that I finished The London Marathon in 7 hours, 5 

minutes and 20 seconds and raised over £2500 for Autism Hampshire! 
 

This year marked a very special milestone in the 
‘life’ of The London Marathon. The vast majority of 

people who take up the challenge do so to raise 

money for good causes and, since the first race in 

1981, the event has raised over ONE BILLION 
POUNDS for charity. 
 

Just getting to the start line on Blackheath Common on the morning of 

Sunday 28th April proved to be something of an adventure, with 43,000 
runners all heading for the area around Greenwich Tube Station; each one 

clutching carefully labeled see-through kit bags and mostly wearing 

expressions that ranged from ‘a bit nervous’ to ‘extremely scared’. 

Thankfully, the event is extremely well organized and there were plenty of 
volunteers around to help shepherd people in the right direction.  
 

The atmosphere along the route of The London Marathon is like nothing 

else I’ve ever experienced. The last time I did the race, 12 years ago, the 
cheering was mostly reserved for the elite runners, and most people had 

gone home by the time those of us at the back of the race arrived. This 

year, however, the noise had to be heard to be believed. There were 

bands playing music, people shouting, children handing out jelly babies 
(hurrah!) and a real carnival atmosphere. More than that, though, the 

London Underground – usually a ‘no eye contact zone’ where starting up 

conversations with strangers is frowned upon – seemed to take on a new 

lease of life. Runners chatted and reassured one another, people stood up 
to allow runners to sit down saying ‘you’ll need your legs for later!’ A show 

of the community spirit that still simmers behind the surface of our 

society.  

 

Although ‘the masses’ start at 10.10am immediately behind the men, it is 
of course impossible for everyone to cross the start line at the same time. 

The miracles of modern technology mean that every runner is given a time 

‘chip’ to be attached to their shoe, which is activated when they cross the 

start line and stops timing when they cross the finish line. So everyone 
from Eliud Kipchoge to ‘person dressed as a phone box’ can be sure of 

getting an accurate time. 
 

The race is a personal challenge whether you’re poised to break the world 
record, or you finish in 9 hours plus and everyone has their own reason for 

running. If I were to sum it up in three words they would be ‘challenging,  
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long and euphoric.’ Whether I’ll do it again remains to be seen. As 

someone said to me when I told them I had a place in the race: ‘It’s a very 

very very long way, you know?’ 
 

Thanks again for your support! 

Laura  
 

Pastoral Centre 40th Anniversary Service 
 

As many of you will already know this year marks the 40th Anniversary of 

the opening of the Pastoral Centre.  

 
Over the years it has developed, adapted and changed – yet the ethos of 

welcome, support and friendship remains central to its ministry. Whether 

you’re a volunteer (past or present!) or pop in for a cup of coffee while 

you’re shopping, I’m sure you will agree that the Pastoral Centre adds to 

the life of the town and brings a glimpse of the love of Jesus to the 
community it serves.  

 

There are a number of celebrations planned in honour of this milestone 

birthday but on Sunday 14th July at 3pm we have something rather 
special planned: A Service of Thanksgiving and Celebration. 

 

This will be an informal, café style service, and we will hear anecdotes and 

stories from just some of the many people whose lives have been touched 
by the Pastoral Centre over the years, be they customers, volunteers or 

staff.  

 

Do YOU have a story you would like to share? If so, I would love to 
hear from you, even if it’s just a very simple anecdote or memory. Don’t 

worry if you don’t want to stand up and say it in the service – someone 

else can do that – what matters is that we celebrate how God has worked 

through the Pastoral Centre over the years.  

 
In the weeks leading up to the service 

there will also be a ‘postbox’ in the 

Pastoral Centre so that anyone and 

everyone can add their own anecdotes 
and thank yous.  

 

There will be no 6.30pm evening 

service on 14th July – we invite 
everyone to our Anniversary Service 

at 3pm instead. 
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Stalls, Workshops, Litter picks, Activities 

and a Performance. 

Bringing the community together to encourage us 
to look after our beautiful town. 

 
10 am - 2 pm  Drop in for a coffee and a chance to support our eco-

friendly stalls such as Eco Makes South, Traidcraft and Body Kitchen 
 

10.30 am -12.30 pm  Drop in any time to help make a boomerang bag 

to support The Final Straw’s project – free, all materials provided. 

 

10.30-11.30 am  Make Do and Mend – free! 

Bring an item or two of clothing that you could do with help fixing 

 

12.00 – 1.00 pm  Plastic-free cooking on a budget £3pp  

includes eating the food you make. Age 16+ 

 

1.30 – 2.30 pm  New from Old - free! Age 8+   

Bring a t-shirt to upcycle and find some interesting ways to transform 

everyday items! 

 

1.30-3 pm  Plant and produce swap 

 

3 pm Performances including Melana Dance, Spotlight Drama 
 

Workshops - St James Hall, Church Path 

Activities and Performance - Emsworth Baptist Church 
Stalls – Pastoral Centre 
 

Litter picks with The Final Straw 

11 am meet outside Cafe Moka (North Street) to head up towards 

the park 
3.45 pm meet at the Baptist Church to head towards the shore 

 
see Facebook or a flyer for details 

or contact us on emsworthecoday@gmail.com 

 

EMSWORTH 
ECO DAY 

June 29th 10.00am – 4.30pm 
 

 

mailto:emsworthecoday@gmail.com
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AGM & Meeting 9/5/19 
 

Election of Officers for 2019/20 - The present Officers all agreed to 
continue, namely Revd Andrew Sheard as Chair, John Kieran as Treasurer 

and Sue Ingram as Secretary.  There were no other nominations. 
 

Presentation by Andrew Jackson re current and proposed housing 

developments in Emsworth – Andrew (an Elder at Havant URC) showed 

us slides detailing the Havant Borough Local Plan which has a residential 

allocation for Emsworth of 525 houses.  In addition it identifies the 

Southleigh area where a new community will be built providing up to 2,100 
homes.  However, the Southleigh plan is long term and by 2036 only 

1,100 or so houses will be built.  The meeting considered ways of 

welcoming newcomers to our community.  New developments would have 

provision for a multi-purpose centre and it was suggested that the 
churches could be part of this.  The churches would need to join 

discussions with the council and developers from the start.  Andrew asked 

the meeting for ideas for welcome pertaining to the developments 

currently under way, and two committee members agreed to consider how 
to take this forward.  The matter will be discussed further at future 

meetings. 
 

Review of past events – Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.  It was felt 
that a single event attracted more people and should be repeated. 

Easter Cards – All went smoothly but we will require an increased number 

of 6,000 cards for Christmas.  Peter Agius, who has organised the card 

deliveries for 20 years, has now stepped down.  Paul Chapman has agreed 
to take on part of the job but we are seeking another leader: we will be 

circulating a job description to all the churches shortly. 

Good Friday Walk of Witness – The revised walk received very favourable 

comments on the whole.  It was pointed out that the walk was only in 
South Emsworth so consideration of a different route could be explored 

next year.  It was suggested that banners could be carried throughout the 

procession. 
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Explore Easter – This event was commended for all the preparation which 

had made this a successful day.  Many visitors had expressed their 

appreciation. 

Easter Sunday Sunrise Service – This was well attended and appreciated.  
Perhaps a guitar accompaniment could be provided in future. 
 

Christian Aid Update – There is to be a Christian Aid Sale on 27th July in 
International Hall.  The meeting then remembered the very great 

contribution that had been made to Christian Aid by the late Revd John 

Pilkington. 
 

Arrangements for the Emsworth Show – Our site is booked and 

preparations for our stand are already under way. 
 

Publicity Update – Our website has received an increased number of 
visits, especially the events page. 
 

Dates/arrangements for fifth Sunday services – These were 
confirmed as 30th June 2019 at 6.30pm at the Baptist Church and 29th 

September at 6.30pm at St James’ Church.  There will be no service on 

31st December. 
 

News from around the churches – Catholic Church – Fr Lesley was 

committed to the Walk of Solidarity for Refugees.  There is a pilgrimage to 

remember the Blessed Margaret Pole on 27th May. 

St James’ and St Thomas à Becket – St Thomas à Becket is preparing to 
celebrate its 850th anniversary in 2020 and is raising funds for the 

provision of lavatories for visitors. 

Baptist Church – 30 Days of Prayer started on 11th May as part of the Thy 

Kingdom Come initiative, culminating at Portchester Castle.  On 6th July 
the Searchlight Theatre Company will present a play.  Adrian and Bridget 

Plass will also be present.  During 19-21st September the church is hosting 

Southern Harbours Keswick with Jonathon Lamb and Chris Sinkinson as 

main speakers. 

URC – 16th June is their church anniversary and all would be welcome.  
Revd Harry Lanham is retiring at the end of July.  ‘One Church on two 

Sites’ will become real on 9th June. 
 

Our Chair reminded the meeting of the Thy Kingdom Come initiative and 

commended the prayer and picnic event at Portchester Castle at 

Pentecost, 9th June, beginning at 1pm with the service beginning at 

2.30pm (please see page 10). 
 

Our next meeting will be on 3rd October 2019 at Waterside URC Church. 

Sue D. 
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Sharing Our Faith Together Team S.O.F.T. 

Café Church Workshop 
 

On Saturday 8th June at Drayton United Church 10.30am – 2.30pm 

Lunch provided! 

 

The aims of the day are to: 

 
• Network, share ideas and learn from one another 

• Talk about what works (and doesn’t work!) in our own context 

• Support one another through prayer and in practical ways 

• Encourage and resource those who are considering starting a new, 
café- style service 

• Rejoice in the diversity of our worship 

 Meet together, share ideas, and go away inspired! 

 
Please contact Deacon Laura on (01243) 376786 or 

laurajevans@me.com if you wish to attend. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

For your diaries: 

 
United Anglican/Methodist walks  

Saturday 20 July: A walk of about 8 miles around Thorney Island.  
 

Sunday 15 Sep: Route and rendezvous still to be decided. 

For further information, please contact Ruth or Jamie Barr on 372939. 

 

Church Anniversary 
 

David and Margaret wish to thank those who helped with 

the Church Anniversary. 

 

Next year’s Church Anniversary will take place on 

Sunday, 31st May 2020, 

when the preacher will be 

Revd Gareth Powell 

(Secretary of the Methodist Conference) 
 

Please book this date! 
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Pentecost: Thanksgiving that Jesus has not left us on our own to continue 

his ministry of love and service, but that he comes to us, lives in us, guides 

us, strengthens us by the Holy Spirit working in and through us. 
 

Our country: the splits we see in society; a lack of listening with an open 

heart; all who lead the country at this time. Pray for reconciliation and 

hope for all communities. 
 

People known to us: those who grieve, who cope with stress; those in 

pain at home or hospital; young people facing exams, their mental 

wellbeing, their struggle to discover their identity.  
 

The world church: those persecuted for their faith; those sharing the 

little they have with those in need. All churches in Emsworth, the work we 

do together through the Pastoral Centre. The Methodist Conference 
meeting end of month and all who will be ordained on Sunday 30th June.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

A Message from Audrey 
 

Audrey Fryer would like to thank everyone for the cards, letters, prayers 
and loving messages she has received.  She has felt very supported. 

 

 

Prayer Prompts - June 
 

You are invited to use the suggestions listed below in your 

prayer times. The monthly diary is also an aid for our 

prayers. 

We have a small Prayer Chain working within the church.  If you, or 

anyone you know, is in need of prayer please do contact Chris Walters  
on 01243 379254 or email c.walters5@homecall.co.uk 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR JUNE 2019 
 

 

All events in Emsworth Methodist Church & Pastoral Centre unless stated otherwise 
IH = International Hall, URC = United Reformed Church, Bath Road 

 

   

Sunday 2 10.00am Morning Worship led by Milly Aquilina-Gray    

  6.30pm United Holy Communion Service at St James’  

   Rev Andrew de Ville    

Tuesday 4  2.00pm Activity Afternoon: ‘Name That Tune, Songs from the Shows’ (IH) 

Wednesday 5 4.15pm Pastoral Centre Volunteers’ Thank You Tea Party  

Saturday 8 10.30am Café Church Workshop at Drayton (see page 9) 
 

Sunday  9  Pentecost 

  10.00am Café Church led by Deacon Laura Evans 

  10.00am United Holy Communion at St James’ 

   Rev Andrew Sheard, Rev David Rice 

  1.00pm Big Prayer Picnic at Portchester Castle,  

   part of ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ initiative (see page 10) 

  2.30pm  Service at Portchester Castle 

  6.30pm United Evening Worship led by Rev Geoffrey Senior      led by ? 

Tuesday 11 2.00pm Activity Afternoon: Knit for Charity (IH) 

    

Sunday  16 10.00am Holy Communion led by Rev Geoffrey Senior 

   Followed by Traidcraft Stall (see below)   

  6.30pm United Evensong at St Thomas, Warblington   

Tuesday 18 10.00am Bible Study Discussion Group (Wesley Room) see page 2 

  2.00pm Activity Afternoon: Summer Colouring (IH) 

 

Sunday  23 10.00am Morning Worship led by Deacon Laura Evans 

  6.30pm United Evening Worship led by Rev John Mills 

Tuesday 25 2.00pm Activity Afternoon: Table Games (IH) 

Friday 28 1.30pm Faith in Film (see page 4) 

Saturday 29 10.00am - 4.30pm Emsworth Eco Day, see page 6 

   Pastoral Centre open 10 – 2  

Sunday 30 10.00am Ladies Group Anniversary 

   Morning Worship led by Mrs Janet Baker 

  6.30pm United CTE Evening Worship at the Baptist Church  

 

Due to holidays, please note that the June Traidcraft Stall will take place on Sunday 

16th June after the morning service, instead of the usual 1st Sunday.   
 
 

 

 
Items for the July news-sheet should be in the folder in the post rack or emailed 

to newssheet@emsworthmethodistchurch.org by Sat 22 June 

mailto:newssheet@emsworthmethodistchurch.org

