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Message from the Manse 
 

This News Sheet will make its first appearance at church on Sunday 28th 

April.  
 

Perhaps you’re reading it on that day. Perhaps you’ve picked it up a few 

weeks later. Either way this date is of great significance to me, and to 

approximately 40,000 other people.  
 

Since last October, Sunday 28th April has been circled on my calendar and 

at the centre the word ‘Marathon’ has been written in large letters. With all 

the excitement, anticipation and wonder of Holy Week I’d managed to 

mentally file the run away under ‘will worry about it after Easter’. 
However, as I write this there is no denying that the ‘big day’ is looming! 
 

As a church we are entering a new stage in the Christian calendar. We 
marvel at the Son of God for whom death was not the end but a symbol of 

new beginnings for us all. The disciples’ journey with Jesus continues as 

they experience the full range of emotions that come with the post-

resurrection appearances.  
 

So what does the London Marathon have to do with all this? 
 

a serving and worshipping Christian church in the heart of Emsworth, 

working closely with other churches and with the local community 

 
         Deacon Laura Evans                     Revd Andrew de Ville 
            tel: 01243 376786             tel:  023 9237 6057 

e-mail: minister@emsworthmethodistchurch.org 
 

Church Office tel:  01243 373773 
email: office@emsworthmethodistchurch.org 

website: www.emsworthmethodistchurch.org  

Registered Charity No 1127747 

 
 
 

 

 

Monthly news sheet                                       May 2019  



2 

 

 
 

 

Most of you know that I am doing the marathon this year to raise money 

for Autism Hampshire (if you didn’t – you do now!) but you may not know 
that I also did it in 2007. 
 

Now, the linguists among you will probably have noticed my careful use of 
the word ‘did’ rather than ‘ran’!  
 

In 2007 there was every indication that the 

marathon would go well. I’d done the 
training, made a plan and was fairly fit. 

When we lined up on race day – the 

organization and precision on Blackheath 

Common is unbelievable - I was as 
confident as I could be. At 10.38am I 

crossed the start line* and set off. The first 

18 miles were easy (all things are relative!) 

and it looked like I was going to finish in 

good time.  
 

Until I had an unfortunate encounter with a kerb. Ouch! 
 

With a throbbing ankle and the prospect of another 8 miles of road I had 

no choice but to make a decision. Stop or go on. There’s no shame in 

stopping and plenty of kind people at St John’s Ambulance on the route. 

Common sense said ‘stop’. Adrenaline (and pride) said ‘go on’. 
 

Abandoning all thoughts of getting a good time I decided to see how far I 

could get, keeping to one side so as to be out of the way of people passing 
me. Until, quite unexpectedly, there was a voice at my shoulder.  
 

Another runner, also tired and hobbling, chose to join me on the journey. I 

don’t know who she was, not even her name, but for 4 or 5 miles we went 
along together, taking each other’s mind off the task in hand. She went on 

ahead in the end, and I don’t even know if she finished, but without that 

voice at my shoulder I might have decided to give up and get the Tube to 

the finish.  
 

My 2007 London Marathon medal hangs in a frame where I can see it 

every day. It never fails to remind me of the importance of journeying 

together - whether it’s for an hour, a season, or a lifetime.  
 

Before Jesus met his disciples after the resurrection they thought their 

journeys were over – it had all come to nothing. Then something  
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miraculous happened, something no-one saw coming, and he was revealed 

to them again.  
 

As we travel the resurrection pathway with Jesus, and with one another, 

may we be quick to match our pace with others and whisper words of 

encouragement and challenge.  
 

* It takes about 45 minutes for everyone to cross the start line – I stick 

near the back! 
  

 

Laura 

 
 

 

 

Christian Aid Week 
 

 
 

 

The annual Christian Aid Week takes place from 12th to 18th May this year.  

This is our biggest fund raising event when people across the country join 

together to raise much needed funds.  Last year we raised £5,070.66 in 
Emsworth alone.  Each year there are more roads becoming ‘No Cold 

Calling’ areas which means our collection area is becoming smaller.  

However, we still don’t have enough collectors to cover all the roads in 

Emsworth so if you feel you could help please speak to Marian Hughes, 

Margaret Sawyer or Gill Cooper. 

 

 

Chilli Supper -Christian Aid evening 

7.30pm Saturday 11 May in the Westbourne Parish Hall 
 

A social evening with a Mexican chilli-con-carne meal and dessert supper. 
Bring your own cutlery, crockery, glass and drinks. 

Tickets from Robina Richter – £12.50 for adults, £7 under-16s. 

Robina Richter 01243 370320 

 
We do provide options: Chilli con carne, Stew (i.e. without chilli), 

and vegetarian Chilli.  The chilli is medium hot. 
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Faith in Film 

 

Our next film will be shown on Friday 31st May in the Pastoral Centre.  
 

As always the terms of our licence do not allow 

us to advertise the title of the film outside of 

the building. However I can reveal that this 
one stars Maureen O’Hara and Hayley Mills and 

tells of a family reunited under rather unusual 

circumstances!  
 

As always, ‘Points to Ponder’ will be available 

to provide something to think about during the 

film. Speak to one of us if you’d like more 

information, or keep an eye out for the posters.  

We are always on the lookout for suitable films to show and they don’t 

always have an overtly Christian theme. Do you have any ideas? Since we 

cater for adults and children the films need to be classified ‘Universal’ 

(although some ‘PG’ titles are acceptable!) and be less than 2 hours long. 

Not all production companies are covered by our licence but if you have a 
good idea it’s very easy to check whether we’re allowed to show it!  

Laura and Mandy 

 

 

Bible Study 
 

Our next Bible Study will take place on Tuesday 

21st May at 10am in the Wesley Room. We’re 

going to be looking at that great 
Commandment of Jesus, ‘Love one another’. 

 

If you’ve not been to a Bible Study before but 

feel you would like to join us you would be very 
welcome. We enjoy a good discussion and like 

to explore questions together in the hope of learning more. You won’t be 

‘picked on’ or asked to speak if you don’t want to.  

 
Why not come and join us? 

Laura 
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Cake Sale for Tanzania 
 

Thank you to everyone who came to the Cream Tea 

for Tanzania event in March and to everyone who has 
given me donations at church or through my 

JustGiving page.  So far I have managed to raise just 

over £600 towards the cost of the trip.  I am currently 

spending the Easter holidays house-sitting for my 
extended family and looking after their small holding 

to help me earn some more of the necessary funding.  

 

My next fund raiser will be a Cake Sale on 30 May from 10.00am – 12 

Noon in the Pastoral Centre.  If you were able to donate some cakes for 
me to sell and/or come and say hello and buy a cake that would be 

wonderful. 

 

I explained in the March News Sheet that I will 
be visiting Tanzania in July with my school and 

working alongside the Christian charity - 

Grassroots.  I am looking forward to this 

exciting opportunity, as well as feeling slightly 
apprehensive about so many of the unknowns 

involved with a visit to a country so different 

from my current experiences.  I would value 

your prayers as I prepare for this event - I really 

want to be the best me I can be for the children 
I will meet, and to know that I am being 

supported by your prayers would mean a lot. 

 

If you can’t make the cake sale event but are able to support me,  
my JustGiving page is  

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/beth-hall-tanzania 

 

Thank you. 
Beth Hall 

 

 

Augmented United Choir Easter Offering 
 

The augmented United Choir sang John Rutter’s Requiem on Good Friday 

in St James’ Church. The retiring collection raised £420 in aid of the 

charity Freedom from Torture. Thank you to all who took part in this act of 

worship. 
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Salient Points from the Church Council Meeting on 28th March 
 

Church Life 

Following a full discussion on the Life of the Church at the General Church 
Meeting earlier in the month (reported in the April News Sheet) there was 

just one outstanding decision to be made.  Following the three trial 

evening services in IH, and feedback and discussion about the pros and 

cons, it was agreed that second Sunday evening services should remain in 

the church, but with the tables remaining at the back to reduce some of 
the furniture moving. 
 

Pastoral Centre  
All our pastoral assistants (including three members of other churches, two 

of them men!) have completed our Safeguarding training and have all 

accepted the invitation to attend PCMG meetings.  Mandy has attended 

two useful training days recently, and is also planning to attend a 5-day 

course on Pastoral Care at Cliff College later in the year, which will be 
funded by the church.  We are very fortunate in having someone as 

committed as Mandy as Pastoral Centre Manager, especially given the 

complex pastoral challenges we experience in the centre from time to 

time.   
 

Dates for your Diary: 

Two events to celebrate the Pastoral Centre’s 40th Birthday! 

Sunday 14th July 3pm: Café style service of celebration 
Tuesday 30th July: a Strawberry Tea  
 

Finance and Property 
The list of Subscriptions and Donations proposed by the Leadership 

Team and supported by Finance and Property Committee was approved. 

Information about Hymnal Plus, an electronic alternative to the organ, 

was circulated prior to the meeting.  It was agreed to go ahead with the 
purchase of this, for occasional use when there is no organist/pianist 

available.  This will be funded from the generous donation kindly made by 

Joy and the family in memory of Betty, our previous organist, and Barry.  

However, before we proceed, we need to ensure we have one or two 

people who are prepared to learn how to operate it. 
 

Various works of ongoing remedial action have been undertaken on the 

premises including the investigation of the intermittent smell in the back 

corridor on the church side, which is probably more to do with the 
underlying drains than the gents’ toilet, but it is proving a bit of a puzzle!  

But be assured - it isn’t gas! 
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Vacancies: Volunteers Needed! 

We need one or two people who are prepared to consider learning how to 

operate the new Hymnal Plus electronic ‘organ’.  I do need to emphasize 
that Hymnal Plus will only by used occasionally, when Alan isn’t available 

to play the organ, or needs a well-earned break. 

We need one or two more Property Stewards to help keep our premises 

looking good. 
We also need a GDPR Champion.  Not as daunting as it sounds!  All the 

currently required work is done, we just need someone to be the named 

person to keep us up to date and on track. 
 

If you feel you might be able to help with any of these, please have a word 

with Bill or Laura, Dot or David. 
 

Tribute was paid to Gill and Don Beckman, and all they have meant to us, 

and have done throughout their time in the church.  We wished them well 

in their move to Chislehurst. 
 

We also thanked Bill for all his work and care for us, and wished him well 

for his three months of study leave.  We’ll see him again in August. 

 

Dot Warren, Senior Steward 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Collection for the Survivors of  
Cyclone Idai 

 

In mid-March a cyclone swept through Mozambique, Malawi and 

Zimbabwe, leaving a trail of destruction.  Many people were 

killed and millions more need our help. 
 

As a church, we have decided to have a Special Collection 

which will be donated to the Disasters Emergency Committee 
which represents many charities providing emergency aid.   

 

This will take place on Sunday 28th April and Sunday 5th May.  

Look out for the special collecting box and some envelopes so 

that you can maximize your donation with Gift Aid. 
 

Thank you in advance for your generosity. 
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Sharing Our Faith Together Team 

Supporting the East Solent and Downs Methodist Circuit 

S.O.F.T. 
 

Café Church Workshop 
 

Café-style services are growing in popularity up and down the country – 

including in our own circuit. They are hugely diverse in terms of style and 

content, but usually informal and friendly services that are ideal for 
inviting those who are interested in learning more about the Christian faith 

but are unfamiliar with traditional church. 

 

Perhaps you are part of a team that regularly runs Café worship (or 
something similar) at your local church; perhaps this is something you’ve 

thought of starting up but don’t know where to start. Either way, we are 

organising a day to gather together those people who are involved (or 

would like to be involved) in Café worship in their local church. 

 
 

On Saturday 8th June 

at  
Drayton United Church 

10.30am – 2.30pm 

Lunch provided! 

 

 
The aims of the day are to: 

 

• Network, share ideas and learn from one another 

• Talk about what works (and doesn’t work!) in our own context 
• Support one another through prayer and in practical ways 

• Encourage and resource those who are considering starting a new, 

café- style service 

• Rejoice in the diversity of our worship 

 Meet together, share ideas, and go away inspired! 
 

If possible please contact Deacon Laura on (01243) 376786 or 

laurajevans@me.com if you wish to attend. 

 
There is still FUNDING AVAILABLE in the Circuit budget to assist with 

projects related to mission/evangelism. 
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United Anglican/Methodist walks 
 

We have had to change the dates of our next two Anglican and Methodist 
walks.  The new dates are: 

Sunday 12 May: A moderately challenging walk of about 6½ miles 

through beech woods and over downland (where sheep may be grazing) 

with some steep climbs and a few stiles.  We might see the last of the 
bluebells and perhaps a red kite.  Meet by the telephone kiosk in 

Stoughton (GR802114) at 12.30pm with a picnic.  NB: parking is limited so 

please car share.   

Saturday 20 July: A longer walk of about 8 miles around Thorney Island.  
Sunday 15 Sep: Route and rendezvous still to be decided. 

 

Come and try a walk with us and bring the family!  For further information, 

please contact Ruth or Jamie Barr on 372939. 

 

Save the Date!!! 
 

As many of you may realize this year we are celebrating the 40th Birthday 

of the Pastoral Centre. Whether you’re volunteer (past or present!) or pop 
in for a cup of coffee while you’re shopping, I’m sure you will agree that 

the Pastoral Centre adds to the life of the town and brings a glimpse of the 

love of Jesus to the community it serves.  

 
There are a number of celebrations planned in order to honour this very 

important birthday but on Sunday 14th July at 3pm we have something 

rather special planned. A Service of Thanksgiving and Celebration which 

will focus on how the Pastoral Centre has developed throughout the years 

and a number of people will be talking about the impact it has had on their 
lives. In the weeks running up to the service there will also be a ‘postbox’ 

in the Pastoral Centre for other people to add their own anecdotes and 

thankyous.  

 
More information will be available nearer the time. In the meantime save 

the date! 

 

This will take the place of our usual 6.30pm evening service which has 
been cancelled. 

 

 

Dates for your diaries 
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Church Family: Church Anniversary and Lunch; Laura: running the London 

Marathon and the work of Autism Hampshire she supports; Bill and his study leave, 

that it will be a time of refreshment; all in our Church Family who find life difficult 

and challenging.  
 

Local life: Christians Together in Emsworth; all who look at our web page, that 
those seeking after God may find a welcome. Preparations to celebrate the 40th 

Birthday of the Pastoral Centre. Local Elections early this month; those responsible 

for safety in our homes; planning for new houses. 
 

Christian Aid week: the work of the local committee, the world-wide work of 

Christian Aid, all aid workers. Refugees, all who suffer in places of conflict, families 
that have been split, children who have lost parents. 
 

‘Thy Kingdom Come’: Ascension to Pentecost prayer plan: for more people to 

know Jesus; local plans for churches in Emsworth.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Good luck, Laura! 

See Laura’s online fundraising page: 
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/LauradoingLondon  

 

Prayer Prompts - May 
 

You are invited to use the suggestions listed below in your 

prayer times. The monthly diary is also an aid for our 

prayers. 

We have a small Prayer Chain working within the church.  If you, or 

anyone you know, is in need of prayer please do contact Chris Walters  

on 01243 379254 or email c.walters5@homecall.co.uk 

 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/LauradoingLondon/1?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=fundraiser&utm_term=socialshare&utm_content=fundriasingpage&fbclid=IwAR3q-X4UmZPO8PUha00d5N09vZm1iu9QfD5FXY9oV7WYzIodidGeQ7LvDHQ
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/LauradoingLondon/1?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=fundraiser&utm_term=socialshare&utm_content=fundriasingpage&fbclid=IwAR3q-X4UmZPO8PUha00d5N09vZm1iu9QfD5FXY9oV7WYzIodidGeQ7LvDHQ
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR MAY 2019 
 

 

All events in Emsworth Methodist Church & Pastoral Centre unless stated otherwise 

IH = International Hall, URC = United Reformed Church, Bath Road 
 

   

Thursday 2 7.30pm Wesley Guild: Stroll followed by Fish and Chip Supper 

 

Sunday 5  Church Anniversary 

  10.00am Morning Worship led by Deacon Chris Walters 

   Preacher Rev David Coote 

   Followed by Traidcraft Stall 

   and Church Family Lunch   

  6.30pm United Holy Communion Service at St James’  

   Preacher Rev David Rice 

Monday  6  May Day Bank Holiday 

   Pastoral Centre Open 10.00am – 12 Noon 

Tuesday 7  2.00pm Activity Afternoon: ‘My Favourite Childhood Nursery Rhyme’ (IH) 

Wednesday 8 7.30pm Ladies Group. 

   An Evening with ‘The Nightingales’ vocal group 
 

Sunday  12  Christian Aid Week begins 

  10.00am Café Church led by Deacon Laura Evans 

  10.00am United Holy Communion at St James’ 

   Rev Andrew Sheard 

  12.30pm United Anglican/Methodist Walk (see page 10) 

  6.30pm United Evening Worship led by Mrs Margaret Sawyer      led by ? 

Tuesday 14 2.00pm Activity Afternoon: Knit for Charity (IH)  

Thursday 16 7.30pm Wesley Guild: AGM and Beetle Drive (IH)    

    

Sunday  19 10.00am Holy Communion led by Rev Peter Cole   

  6.30pm United Evensong at St Thomas, Warblington   

Tuesday 21 10.00am Bible Study Discussion Group (Wesley Room) see page 4 

  2.00pm Activity Afternoon: Seated Kurling (IH) 

Wednesday 22 7.30pm Ladies Group.  AGM and Supper (IH) 

 

Sunday  26 10.00am Morning Worship led by Cdr Mark Barton 

  6.30pm United Evening Worship led by Deacon Laura Evans  

Monday 27  Spring Bank Holiday   

   Pastoral Centre Open 10.00am – 12 Noon (tbc) 

Tuesday 28 2.00pm Activity Afternoon: Table Games (IH) 

Thursday 30 10.00am Beth’s Cake Sale for Tanzania (see page 5) 

Friday 31 1.30pm Faith in Film (see page 4) 
 

 

 
Items for the June news-sheet should be in the folder in the post rack or 
emailed to newssheet@emsworthmethodistchurch.org by Sat 18 May 

mailto:newssheet@emsworthmethodistchurch.org

