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Message from the Manse 
 

A holy man was having a conversation with the Lord one day and said, 

“Lord, I would like to know what your Kingdom looks like.” 
 

God opened one of the doors and the holy man looked in. In the middle of 

the room was a large round table. In the middle of the table was a large 

pot of stew which smelled delicious and made the holy man’s mouth water. 
 

The people sitting around the table were thin and sickly. They were holding 

spoons with very long handles and each found it possible to reach into the 

pot of stew and take a spoonful, but because the handle was longer than 

their arms, they could not get the spoons back into their mouths. The holy 
man shuddered at the sight of their misery and suffering.  
 

They went to the next room and opened the door. It was exactly the same 

as the first one. There was the large round table with the large pot of stew 
which made the holy man’s mouth water. The people were equipped with 

the same long-handled spoons, but here the people were well nourished 

and plump, laughing and talking.  
 

a serving and worshipping Christian church in the heart of Emsworth, 

working closely with other churches and with the local community 

 
         Deacon Laura Evans                     Revd Bill Stillwell 
            tel: 01243 376786             tel:  023 9248 0150 

e-mail: minister@emsworthmethodistchurch.org 
 

Church Office tel:  01243 373773 
email: office@emsworthmethodistchurch.org 

website: www.emsworthmethodistchurch.org  

Registered Charity No 1127747 

 
 
 

 

 

Monthly news sheet                                   April 2019  



2 

 

They took it in turns to dip their spoons into the tasty stew; but instead of 
struggling to bring the spoon to their own mouth they reached across and 

offered the food to the person opposite. That person ate, said ‘Thank you’ 

and returned the favour. So everyone ate and was satisfied.  
 

The holy man said, “I don’t understand.” “It is simple,” said the Lord, “My 

Kingdom requires but one skill. You see, they have learned to show love 

and to feed to one another.”  
 

The original author of this story is unknown, although it is thought to have 

existed for centuries and has been adapted in order to be relevant to many 

cultures. For example, in western versions the people surround a bowl of 
steaming stew, while in China it is a bowl of tasty rice and they use chop-

sticks rather than spoons.  
 

This is, of course, just a story, but that doesn’t mean that it has nothing to 
teach us. After all, much of Jesus’ teaching was done in parables. In fact, 

there are plenty of important points to be taken from this story and if I 

were to explore all of them we’d probably be here for a very long time!  
 

However, to me, the main one is this: in the story there are no physical 

differences between the two rooms. The bowls of stew are the same. The 

spoons are the same. But it’s the attitude of the people that is different. In 

the second room the people see one another, not as competition for the 
tasty stew, but as part of a community that can work together for the 

good of all. They use the tools they have been given to serve others, and 

in doing so find themselves fed beyond measure.  
 

As we approach Holy Week and Easter, with all its suspense, heartache 

and joy, may we be conscious of our own place both in this local 

community and in the wider community of God.  
 

Laura 
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Holy Week  

 

Olivet to Calvary 
 

Olivet to Calvary, a Sacred Cantata by J.H. Maunder, will be performed at 

Drayton United Church Portsmouth, on Wed 17th April 7.30pm. 
 

Organist: Christopher Hyson 

Baritone: Philip Stokes 

Conductor: David Gaines 

Tenor: Malcolm Keeler 
Proceeds to Action for Children 
 

This is a ‘Come and Sing’ performance.  If you would like to join the choir, 

please contact Geoff Stevenson g.n.stevenson@gmail.com – and let him 
know if you would like to attend any practices (Thursdays) beforehand.  

Singers arrive by 6.45pm on the night, please.  Details from Diana H. 
 
 

Easter Praise and Hot Cross Buns  
 

Those of you who have attended ‘Carols and 

Mince Pies in the Pastoral Centre’ at Christmas 

time will know that this is a well-attended act 

of worship with a joyful atmosphere where 
members of the community – many of whom 

do not attend worship at any other time – 

come to sing and hear about God in a friendly 

and informal atmosphere.  
 

Such is the success of this event that we’ve 

decided to try something similar at Easter! 
 

So on Tuesday 16th April at 2pm we will be 

holding ‘Easter Praise and Hot Cross Buns’; a 

chance to sing some well-known songs, learn 

more about what happened on that first Easter and share food together.  
 

This is an ideal opportunity to invite friends who don’t normally attend 

church, or to bring along family (children are very welcome!) if they’re 
with you for the Easter Holidays.  
 

If you cannot come along (and even if you can!) we would very much 

appreciate your prayers for this new initiative.  

mailto:g.n.stevenson@gmail.com
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Good Friday 19th April 
 

Christians Together in Emsworth 
United Walk of Witness ‘The Way of the Cross’ 

  

Christians from all the churches in Emsworth will again be joining together 

to walk around Emsworth on Good Friday.  Arrangements are as follows: 
 

10.00am Meet at Waterside URC for worship lasting 15 minutes. 

10.15am Walk to the harbour via Bridgefoot Path. 

10.30am Short act of worship at the harbour. 
10.40am Walk to St Peter’s Square. 

10.50am Short act of worship in The Square. 

11.00am Walk to the Baptist Church. 

11.10am Closing worship in the Baptist Church. 
11.30am End with refreshments. 
 

It is hoped that by shortening the walk more people will feel able to take 

part, either for the whole walk or for part of it.  Worship in the open air will 
provide an act of witness in the town.  Although we will be visiting only 2 

churches, there will be participation from all 5 churches throughout the 

walk.  You are very welcome to join us. 

 
Augmented United Choir Easter Offering 

 

The augmented United Choir will be singing John Rutter’s Requiem on 

Good Friday 19th April at 3.30pm in St James’ Church. There will be a 
retiring collection in aid of the charity Freedom from Torture. 

 

Reading Luke 
 

At this time of year, with the busy-ness of church life (not to mention 

Marathon training!) it isn’t often that I get the chance to sit down with my 

bible or listen to my audio-bible and focus on how God might be speaking 

to me through scripture. Perhaps you’re the same.  
 

So, at 7.15pm on Good Friday 19th April we will settle down in the 

Pastoral Centre to read the gospel of Luke together. It won’t be a bible 

study - we won’t pause to discuss what we’re reading – it will just be a 
chance to experience the story of Jesus’ life from his birth all the way up to 

his crucifixion (we’re saving Luke 24 for Easter Sunday!)  
 

If you enjoy reading aloud you’d be more than welcome to read as much 
or as little as you’d like. If you prefer to sit quietly and listen to others 

that’s fine too. This will be a peaceful time of reflection that we will share 

together.  There will be tea, coffee and biscuits available. 
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Explore Easter – Saturday 20th April from 11am – 3pm 
 

Christians Together in Emsworth are planning an open air event 

around the Millpond called ‘Explore Easter’. The aim is to tell the Easter 
story in an engaging and interesting way for children and adults at various 

stations around the Millpond on a day when hundreds of people will be 

walking past. We want to offer them an opportunity to remember and 

reflect on all that Jesus has done for us. 
 

In order for this to be successful we need a good number of volunteers 

to help staff the six stations. A full brief will be given and everyone will 

work as part of a team. Could you give two hours to this exciting venture? 
Either from 11am – 1pm, or from 1 – 3pm? 

Please sign up by 7th April, giving a contact email address and phone 

number if possible.  Thank you. 

 
As in recent years with Easter Angels and Christmas Stones, Julie Price 

and I are hosting craft groups. This year’s quest is to make holding 

crosses to give away on the final station at the event. This is nowhere 

near as complicated as it sounds! Julie and I will provide plastic material 

and wool – the sewing itself is very simple and uses a big needle (no 
squinting to thread it!) What we need is a number of people who are 

prepared to come along and give it a go! 
 

Pastoral Centre    Parish Office 

3rd April:   11am     2.30pm 

10th April:   11am     2.30pm 

 

If you would like to have a go at home, let me know and I will provide 
plastic material and wool. The more crosses we have, the more we can 

spread something of the true meaning of Easter. 

 

Laura 
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Faith in Film 

 

Our next film will be shown on Friday 26th April at 1.30pm in The Pastoral 

Centre.  
 

You will know by now that the terms of our 

licence do not allow us to publicise the title of 
the film; but let’s just say that this one is about 

a puppet with very human aspirations! As 

always, ‘Points to Ponder’ will be available to 

help bring out the Christian themes in the film. 

Speak to one of us if you’d like more 
information, or keep an eye out for the posters.  
 

We are always on the lookout for suitable films to show and they don’t 
always have an overtly Christian theme. Do you have any ideas? Since we 

cater for adults and children the films need to be classified ‘Universal’ 

(although some ‘PG’ titles are acceptable!) and be less than 2 hours long. 

Not all production companies are covered by our licence but if you have a 

good idea it’s very easy to check whether we’re allowed to show it! 
 

Laura and Mandy 

 
 

Bible Study 
 

Since the third Tuesday in April falls in Holy 
Week this year, our next Bible Study will be 

taking place on Tuesday 23rd April at 10am in 

the Wesley Room.  

 
We are a friendly and informal gathering and 

enjoy a good discussion, although no-one is 

ever under pressure to speak if they don’t want to. None of us claims to 

have all the answers but we learn about our faith as we explore some of 

the questions together.  
 

Why not come and join us? 

Laura and Bill  
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Bill’s Study Leave 
 

From 1st May until 31st July I’ll be out of action as far as ministry in the 

local church is concerned. I’m very grateful to the Circuit for giving me 
those three months free to explore an area of life which has interested me 

for over thirty years but which I’ve never had the opportunity to look at in 

depth: the relationship between mental health and spirituality. 

 
I’ve got loads of questions buzzing round my head. Are there boundaries 

between mental health and spiritual health? Were at least some of Jesus’ 

healings more to do with healing minds than healing bodies? Why do some 

people suffering mental illness become terrified of Christian images? How 

can pastoral care from faith-based organisations work constructively 
alongside mental health organisations? What is ‘normal’? When does 

feeling low become depression or fear become neurosis? How can 

Christians deal pastorally, and without fear, with people whose language 

and behaviour are hard to understand? As Christian health workers aren’t 
allowed to initiate conversations about faith with their patients, how does 

their faith model their work? 

 

There are plenty more questions where those came from. They arise out of 
my memories over the years of being alongside people in deep mental 

distress, such as the one who was convinced that God was casting him into 

hell; the woman who was being pestered by her late mother; people so 

depressed they could no longer communicate. 

 
I’ll be trying to explore these areas through conversations with mental 

health professionals with whom I’m making appointments, through making 

my way through mountains of literature, and going to appropriate 

meetings and training. I’m hoping that this may make some small 
contribution to my – and our – understanding of some of the 200-plus 

diagnosable mental health disorders and of how we, as Christians, can 

contribute to the peace and healing that Christ alone can give.  

 
I shall be back to pester you on August 1st! 

Bill 

 

 
Thank you Bill, for sharing this with us.  It sounds like a real challenge, in 

every way.  Our love and prayers will be with you. 

Dot 
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Salient Points from our recent General Church Meeting 

 

As always, we began with remembering and giving thanks for the lives of 

those who have died in this last year.  We also received the Annual 
Reports which gave a very full and encouraging picture of all that goes on 

in the Church and Pastoral Centre day by day, and Bill paid tribute to all 

involved and the commitment represented. 
 

We then had our regular Conversation on the Life of the Church, 

looking at four aspects which have been the subject of consideration 

recently. 

 
Ministry Team Responsibilities:  Bill will be taking Study Leave in May, 

June and July.  During this time Reverend Andrew de Ville will provide 

presbyteral cover, Laura will continue with her diaconal duties, in particular 

for the Pastoral Centre.  From 1st August Andrew will cover presbyteral 

administration, including chairing Church Council and attending Leadership 
Team meetings.  Laura will continue as before and Bill will focus on 

pastoral care. 

 

Anglican/Methodist Discussions:  Following a meeting of 
representatives from both churches, some slight changes have been made 

to the practicalities involved in our United Holy Communion service at St 

James’ on the second Sunday of the month.  It was acknowledged that this 

service is very much valued by people from both churches.  We are also in 
the very early stages of looking at the possibility of a shared mid-week 

service during the day; this would be held on our premises as we are so 

central in the community. 

 
Worship Consultation:  Reverend David Muskett, from the Circuit, met 

with a number of our members, representing a good cross section of the 

congregation, to discuss worship at Emsworth – our patterns and styles of 

worship, the challenges and resources needed, and our visions and dreams 

for the future.  This really emphasized just how active we are in Emsworth, 
but with the associated challenges! 

 

Evening Services in International Hall:  from the three trial services in 

IH we learned that there was no significant impact on numbers attending. 
There was a diversity of views, with some favourable comments and some 

disquiet about various aspects, particularly lighting, singing in IH, and the 

fact that there is still quite a lot of furniture moving involved. 

 
Peter Gregory, our treasurer, then led us through various Financial 

Matters including the need for us all to review our giving from time to 

time.  There will be more on this in the coming weeks. 
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When it came to the election of Representatives to Church Council, we 

were very pleased and grateful to welcome six new members.   Thanks 

were expressed to Gill and Don Beckman for their contribution to Church 
Council and in many other ways.  We wish them well in their move. 

Dot Warren, Senior Steward 

 
 

Mid-Week Holy Communion Services for Lent 
 

These short Holy Communion services are held on Tuesdays at 12.30pm, 

in International Hall. You can have lunch beforehand if you wish, as 

ploughman’s lunches are served in the Pastoral Centre on Tuesdays from 
11.30am. 

 

Pastoral Carers 
 

Our next Pastoral Committee meeting has been arranged for Thursday 
25th April at 2pm in the Wesley Room.  If you can’t be there, please 

could you give Diana a brief update?  Thank you. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Haslemere Methodist Church invites you to 
 

A Service of Celebration and Rededication 

Preacher: Revd Canon Dr Andrew Wood 

Chair of the Southampton District of the Methodist Church 

 
On Sunday 14th April 2019 at 4:00pm 

followed by Afternoon Tea at approx 5:30pm 

 

Please join us as we celebrate the completion of the 

redevelopment project and the dawning of a new phase in 
the life of our church. 

 

“We’ll praise Him for all that is past, 

and trust Him for all that’s to come” 
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Church Anniversary, Sunday 5 May 
 

We look forward to welcoming Reverend David Coote from Midhurst 

Methodist Church to lead our Church anniversary, after which there will be 
a Church Family lunch. 

 
 

United Anglican/Methodist walks 
 

Future walks are planned for May, July and September, dates to be 

confirmed.  These will be sociable walks of about 5 or 6 miles.  Typically, 

we meet somewhere within about 30 minutes’ drive from Emsworth at 
12.30pm with a picnic; we always stop for lunch. 
 

Come and join us! 

For further information please contact Pamela or Geoffrey E. 
 

 

‘A Warm Welcome’ – 2019 edition 
 

There is a new edition of our Welcome Pack!  ‘A Warm Welcome’ is an 

attractive booklet introducing the Church and Pastoral Centre; it includes 

services, groups, events and contact details.  Although it looks the same 
on the front, several things have changed since the last one.   
 

Please do take a new copy to replace your old one, which is now out of 

date!  We have plenty to share around, so please give them away 
generously to visitors, and to anyone who may be interested. 

Laura and Diana 

 

 

Dates for your diaries 
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Lent and Easter: the blessing of Lenten Communions as walk with Jesus towards 

Jerusalem; the joy of Palm Sunday; the reality of the Cross in our lives; meeting 

the Resurrected Christ in daily life.  
 

Those in need: all struggling with illness or frailty of age; all who mourn. 

Countries of Southern Africa after devastating wind, rain, flooding; people of 
Zimbabwe who struggled to live before this, but who out of their poverty have 

shared with those affected. 
 

Our Church: Leadership Team, Worship Group, Preachers and Worship Leaders; all 

who make music: organist, pianists, Music Group, United Choir; flower arrangers, 

all who bring us words and pictures on screen. Café Church; ‘Easter Praise and Hot 
Cross Buns’ (Tuesday 16th in the Pastoral Centre).  
 

Politicians: that compassion, humility, honesty and justice prevail in all decisions 

made. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Church Calendar continued:   
 

Tuesday 23 10.00am Bible Study Discussion Group (Wesley Room) see page 6 

  2.00pm Activity Afternoon: Make your own Easter Garden (IH) 

Wednesday 24 7.30pm Ladies Group.  

   David Harris: ‘Getting in Close’ (IH) 

Thursday 25 2.00pm Pastoral Committee Meeting (Wesley Room) 

Friday 26 1.30pm Faith in Film (see page 6) 

 

Sunday  28 10.00am Morning Worship led by Miss Jean Hooper 

  6.30pm United Holy Communion service led by Rev Bill Stillwell  

Tuesday 30 2.00pm Activity Afternoon: Table Games (IH) 

 

 

Prayer Prompts - April 
 

You are invited to use the suggestions listed below in your 

prayer times. The monthly diary is also an aid for our 

prayers. 

We have a small Prayer Chain working within the church.  If you, or 

anyone you know, is in need of prayer please do contact Chris Walters  

on 01243 379254 or email c.walters5@homecall.co.uk 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR APRIL 2019 

 
 

All events in Emsworth Methodist Church & Pastoral Centre unless stated otherwise 

IH = International Hall, URC = United Reformed Church, Bath Road 
 

Monday 1 12.30pm Free Music Recital as part of Havant Music Festival 

  7.30pm Augmented United Choir rehearsal in St James  

Tuesday 2 2.00pm Activity Afternoon: Beetle Drive (IH) 

  12.30pm Lent Communion Service led by Rev Andrew de Ville (IH) see p 9 

Wednesday  3 11.00am Making Holding Crosses (see page 5) 

 

Sunday 7 10.00am Morning Worship led by Mrs Alison Rice 

   Followed by Traidcraft Stall  

  6.30pm United Holy Communion Service at St James’  

   Preacher Deacon Laura Evans 

Tuesday 9  12.30pm Lent Communion Service led by Rev John Harwood (IH) see p 9 

  2.00pm Activity Afternoon: Knit for Charity (IH) 

Wednesday 10 11.00am Making Holding Crosses (see page 5) 

  7.30pm Ladies Group. 

   Wendy Chappell: Reading from the works of Alan Bennett (IH) 
 

Sunday  14  Palm Sunday 

  10.00am Café Church led by Mrs Margaret Sawyer  

  10.00am United Holy Communion at St James’ 

   Celebrant Rev Andrew de Ville, preacher tbc 

  6.30pm United Evening Worship led by Geoffrey Eardley      led by ? 

Monday 15 7.30pm Augmented United Choir rehearsal in St James  

Tuesday 16 2.00pm Activity Afternoon: Easter Praise and Hot Cross Buns (see p 3)

  

Thursday 18  Maundy Thursday 

Friday 19  Good Friday 

   Pastoral Centre closed 

  10.00am Good Friday Walk of Witness begins (see page 4)  

  3.30pm Augmented United Choir: Rutter’s Requiem in St James (see p 4) 

  7.15pm Reading Luke (see page 4) 
Saturday 20 11.00am Explore Easter (11am – 3pm) see page 5 

 

Sunday  21  Easter Day  

  6.00am Easter Morning Sunrise Service on Warblington foreshore 

  10.00am Holy Communion led by Rev Bill Stillwell   

  6.30pm United Evensong at St Thomas, Warblington 

Monday 22  Easter Monday Bank Holiday 

   Pastoral Centre open 10 – 12 Noon (tbc) 
 

 

 
Items for the May news-sheet should be in the folder in the post rack or 
emailed to newssheet@emsworthmethodistchurch.org by Sat 20 April 

mailto:newssheet@emsworthmethodistchurch.org

